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The South Thamesmead Garden Estate 
project is all about investing in the open 
spaces around South Thamesmead to 
make them more welcome, accessible 
and useful for the local community. 

Our plan is simple. It’s about  
getting closer to nature by improving 
outdoor areas. We are working with 
local people to design and create 
these spaces with us. 

We are investing £3.9million into 
the South Thamesmead Garden 
Estate project so that we can bring 
more nature to our streets and open 
spaces while improving biodiversity 
and adjusting to the effects of 
climate change. 

Having collaborated with members 
of the local community to decide 
which improvements we’ll be making 
to which areas, we’re pleased to 
present this booklet. This provides 
an overview of the development of 
our designs, including what some of 
these spaces will look like once works 
are complete. 

Our planned improvements include:

The transformation of Abbey Way 
from an underused space to a 
flourishing park which is a pleasure 
to walk through and spend time in. 

Improvements to a new walking 
route from the east (Maran Way) 
to the west (Abbey Way), including 
better lighting and decoration of the 
underpass. 

A new continuous pedestrian route 
along Maran Way with newly planted 
trees and rain gardens. 

Outdoor classrooms around 
Southmere Lake. 

New lighting on Maran Way, Abbey 
Way, the multi-use games area at 
the end of Abbey Way, and some of 
the pedestrian bridges. 

Refurbishment of the multi-use  
games area. 

When is the work happening?

The works will begin in 
April 2023 and we expect 
them to complete by the 
end of the year. 2023

3



5

We have already completed work 
along Mangold Way and Red Poll 
Way in Parkview; and Portmeadow 
Walk in Southmere, where we 
focused on improved paving 
and new planting, lighting, play 
equipment and seating. We also 
introduced raingardens to help 
with surface water drainage.

What work have we 
completed so far? 

Wildflower Meadows
We participated in Plantlife’s  
‘No Mow May’ 2021 campaign, 
and said ‘no’ to mowing the 
grass on Abbey Way in order 
to encourage more wildlife. 
At the same time we planted 
wildflower meadows that 
help to provide nectar for 
bees, butterflies, moths and 
other wildlife. 

Edible Garden 
We recently created an edible garden 
to test out your ideas for opening up 
the enclosed space on Maran Way 
and creating more opportunities for 
people to grow food in a sociable 
space. 
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Peabody 

The Peabody Group is responsible 
for over 104,000 homes and 220,000 
residents across London and the 
Home Counties. Our purpose is to 
help people flourish.

We are leading the long-term 
regeneration of Thamesmead. This 
aims to bring about 20,000 new 
homes; thousands of jobs; a host 
of leisure, cultural and commercial 
facilities; much improved green 
spaces, lakes and canals, and better 
connections with central London.

Clever Cities 

CLEVER Cities is an action research 
project that is looking at how greener 
cities work better. The London team 
is made up of representatives from 
Peabody, Mayor of London and 
Groundwork. The CLEVER Cities team 
set up Making Space for Nature, now 
a Thamesmead-wide programme to 
get people out and about enjoying 
local nature. It also established the 
Community Design Collective to test 
new ways of working with residents. 
CLEVER Cites is a European Horizon 
2020 funded research project, 
working with eight other cities, and 
will run from 2018 – 2023. 

MUFArchitecture/Art (MUF)

muf architecture/art (muf) is 
the design studio leading the 
improvement works. Its team has 
worked closely with the Community 
Design Collective to ensure local 
voices and views are incorporated 
into the regeneration plans. muf 
is trained in architecture, design 
and art, and specialises in creating 
flexible green public spaces. 

Community Design Collective

The Community Design Collective 
members are local residents – 
each committed to helping make 
Thamesmead greener – and their 
role is integral to this project as part 
of the Peabody team. They helped 
to shape the scheme, working 
alongside muf, Peabody and the 
Making Space for Nature team to 
find new ways for residents to enjoy 
Thamesmead’s green spaces. 

Who is involved?

TRAINING 
SESSIONS

Design 
discussion 
meetings

Site  
visits21 5 5

7



See a lot of horses

but also funeral

processions, flowers

etc coming out of

halting site

Future resource: Lake and surrounds. Take
children out near Abbey Way to horses and

nature reserve and see how trees flowers, grass
grows and what it needs. Can play, run, climb

etc... and let them know how to protect
themselves and the environment. Could spend
whole morning or afternoon out in the area. Lies

on the grass , look at the clouds, see the
aeroplane, sometimes c an be low enough to

see wheels.

Young
people use
it - walks

No light -
bit scary

Runs in the
woods - with

friends

Runners,
dog walkers

Runners,
dog walkers

General comments

Parties

Please dontchangeanything

Own Space - not
shared

Keep it all
tidy

No privacy -
disturbing if doing

workshops

Built a lot for kids not
so diverse for older

people
Helping each other

with skills and

businesses

Bridges raise you up
to canopy

Night time is
busy time

inside

Wayfinding
is

terrible

Not used
to the
space

Residents
complain about
children noise

Shared open spaces
should experience pride

in neighborhood
We need that feel good factor of

moments of beauty on
the way to work

summer time

- use for a
walk

Its not a park - 
its a way / route

Not a place I'd
meet friends

Playground
rubbish

I'd never come here as a
place - but now that i'm
sitting here its quite nice

Use of surrounding area by children
- some arrive at 7:30am and 6

before they go home. Don't see that
many around on the weekend.,

Some are from Abbey Way.
Southmere square . Age range 1 - 4+

Elderly have a lot of knowledge on 
Maran Way for gardening

Feels like the builders are 
more important than residents.

Even cafe is only open early

Could do walk with children

and not cross one road

Remember steps
being installed -
before that

running up the hill

Sometimes walk a circuit around by

Abbey Way and back via Sainsbury’s

Childrens lunchesare provided- popup cafe beside thenursery secondweek. Staff bringown lunch

Viewing platforms in the
summer - lots of families

jumping in and one
family had inflatable boat
and during the market
families sitting along the

edge with feet in the
water. Near to the lake for

performance area

Horses: No real relationship with
travelling community. People would
go and see horses and feed them.

Did'nt really like them and
dependant... Relationship between
different communities - was not one
back then and not really one at the

moment. Don't see a lot of
travellers around. Some way of

getting involved? Traps and
buggies.

At least 10
years...

CW: not a lot of seating. One of barriers is
confidence in relation to keeping children

entertained, play look touch read etc... help to
parents to go for walk around the lake. Boards to try

and find leaves and bugs in the spaceds, kind of
things family would be more interested in going to.
Childhood is very different now and it's important to

help keep them entertained. CHildren allowed out on
their own at later age now, don't remeber sturctered

or nice lake to swim in.

Hard to decide
where to put those

steps - lots of
Alley ways

Comments on program

Comments on green spaces

Comments on safety

Comments on maintenance

Comments on lightning

Comments on accessibility

Comments on signage

Meeting areas

Commute routes

Public green space

Private green space

0 10 50m 100m

Drop In

People come
from as far as Woolwich

and Bexely

Monday and 
Tuesday 10-2

Nothing is named properly- all these
organisations Peebody and Gallions, just 

name places- I’d rather where I live was called
Belmarsh even if that’s a prison rather 

than West

Clear Signage
about Atrium

Need better
street markings

Renaming
Areas

Allotments

Allotments

Allotments

No maintenance but equally

if residents plant something they 

won’t maintain it

Needs better maintenance- 
you never see anyone taking

care of it
People throw trash

over balcony

Cleaning service
along this road

No one knows what

they are supposed to maintain

so we can’t keep an eye on it

There are decent planters

on Maran Way but there is 

nothing in them

People don’t 

properly dispose of 

trash down the shoot

Prefer to walk my dogs in
Mangold Way rather than

Maran Way. It is much cleaner 
in Mangold Way

Meeting in the evening - where
do you go? Not to Thamesmead.

Lots of takeaways bins
overflowing and silver canisters

As a family, we like to get lost 
in nature. e.g, blue bell wood, 

but you need to feel safe to get lost 
in nature

You need to make it 
safe for animals. Somewhere for

rabbits to live happily

Night time -
dont go to
bushy area

Abbey Way does notfeel safe at night

You feel like you

will be mugged in

Abbey Way

Do whatever we can to
bring nature in. Can't

use sand at the moment
as it's a carrier.

People in TM don’t use green spaces
because there’s nothing there. No benches,

no toilets, no destinations

Own space

to grow

More seating
in green
spaces

More seatingin greenspaces

new
planting

too patchy

Trees blocking natural 
light going into flats

Allotments to growfood

A maze!

Big trees that we
cant access from

Maran way because
of wall

Myth of the dinosaur-
people think of woods and 

dinosaur bones together

not many people
using this green

space

Trees look
trapped by

tarmac

A maze would be nice-
that’s an example of neat

nature

The path is very dirty

with trucks and

contam
inated water

Bad accessibilty
down Maran way

pavement

Not easy to

access

Wayfinding is particularly
bad in Parkview Estate

Parking is a
nightmare

This area floods 

when it rains

Park here and

walk to women’s

lounge

Parking here
best

Mobility. It would be good if there can be
charging stations for mobility scooters. I can’t get

to the woods but I’d like to

No access
when it floods

Jam
 - Candle

m
aking

Clothes, te
xtiles

Show what you make

on facebook - only on digital

Th
am

es
m

ea
d 

inf
or

m
at

ion
hu

b 
fo

r s
ho

wc
as

e

Parties

class
activities -
school use

it

Food for business

in Bexley and 
Greenwich

Fa
sh

ion
 sh

ow

Learn about

design - african

print - textiles

Cooking forcommunities andfor other business

Se
win

g

Catering

cooking

One thing thamesmead is good for
is making rap videos. It is so empty at

night, no one disturbs you

Toilets so you can
go on walks

Water activities

Monkey bars

A slide

Play Centres are closed
down and not just because

of COVID

Would be nice if there was 
somewhere to watch TV

between the trees

We need a

destination

Abbey Way needsa Bandstand

Abbey Way needs

a shelter with a roof

somewhere to gather

Adult swings

market is great

Fishing community? Closly linked to
traveller community and is not
necessarily an open access or
available activity. There are signs

about fishing around lake and youneed
to belong to syndicate. DOes

put people off and there are other
places to fish in the area and the

fishing community know that.
Historical relationships

People at lake on
weeked with

powerboats - cup of
tea or coffee

Sat Nav 
wrong

directions

Electricity points 
for mobility scooters

More family

activities -

arts music

Adventure play
- near horses
lake on left :

CW

Types of Play - Spoke about an adventure
playground near the horses with zip line

etc... gone now maybe for safety reasons?
Play and regulation now. Wouldbe great to

encourage children to be physically
activity, lots of properties not that much

play space at home. Risky play...

class activities -
school use it

Shelter with stand that

holds local performance -

holds community

together

Let’s try to make a
forest school

Connection
with markets-
sell produce

want to be part of
the community -

link in with other
groups in thecommunity

Anything you would like to
see: Love the new fountain,
spash into the yard. SB:Floating cafe, sharks,benches, etc..

Lighting bad - dont feel safe along
Abbey Way in the evening.
Deserted and lighting bad -

parents have also mentioned. 1
coming before 4pm, before dark

Lighting: Is it because it
doesn't work or does

not exist - Supply used
to come from the

building and who pays
for electriciy

etc...agreement
between Bow Arts

No lighting as
you go out into

the carpark

Scary at
night - no

lighting

Sections where no
houses - never

investment in lighting

Create shards of light beaming
through holes in walls and

hitting other walls
This week muf architecture/art are 
experimenting with how light can 
change spaces. 

We are going to be test lighting some 
trees on Green Chain Walk outside 
your balcony this Tuesday 15th at 
5pm. 

If you are at home, take a look 
outside and let us know what you 
think. You can contact the design 
team 
at souththamesmead@muf.co.uk 

Peabody has appointed muf architecture/art to lead on the 
second phase of improvement works in South Thamesmead.  

muf will be supported by the Making Space for Nature team 
which has been working in your area for the last year, 
organising nature themed events and giving away growing 
kits.  

We are aiming to create better outdoor spaces around homes 
in Southmere and Parkview — space for play, space for 
socialising, space for walking and cycling, and space for 
nature. This is a co-design project, so muf will work with you 
to decide what these improvements are and will look like.  
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Listening To Residents 

Since September 2020 we’ve met 
with lots of residents through a series 
of conversations, workshops, on-
site tests and drop-in sessions so 
that they could help us decide what 
areas to improve.

The timeline on the next page shows 
some of the key milestones from the 
project so far. 

 

How our plans  
have progressed 
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2020 2021 2022

August 
muf team starts 
planning the South 
Thamesmead 
Garden Estate 
project 

November  
Local community 
researchers 
complete an audit 
of nature in South 
Thamesmead

February 
muf tests lighting in 
underpasses and on 
Abbey Way and gets 
local feedback

Community Design 
Collective is 
established

March 
100 co-design kits including 
gardening tools delivered to 
residents interested in taking 
part in the project 

May 
‘No Mow May’ 
on Abbey Way 
starts and extra 
wildflowers are 
planted that provide 
nectar for bees, 
butterflies, moths 
and other wildlife 

July 
muf and the Community 
Design Collective mow 
out paths and outdoor 
rooms on Abbey Way to 
test where pathways and 
seating areas might go

Edible Garden launch 
event and play 
opportunities tested  
on Abbey Way 

October 
Kew Gardens 
visit with the 
Community Design 
Collective and 
the Thamesmead 
Nature Forum 

Open session to test 
outdoor cooking, 
dancing and seating  
at Abbey Way

February  
muf tests lighting 
in the multi-use 
games area at the 
end of Abbey Way 
and on the bridge 
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Refining The Designs 

We had some great ideas and feedback from 
residents who attended online events during 
those initial stages, and we continued to work 
with our Community Design Collective to 
develop our designs further. 

 

Lots of people said they’d like to 
grow their own food, so we piloted 
the community edible garden on 
Maran Way and held a launch event 
which gave us the opportunity to 
talk to lots of you about the designs 
in more detail. We also trialled some 
play equipment on site and asked 
young people about the sort of 
things they’d like to do and play with 
in the area. 

We worked with many groups 
including children from a local art 
club to create ideas for play. As a 
result of this we designed a play foot 
which will feature around The Lump. 
See what this will look like below. 

We also showcased our initial  
designs on the project website,  
www.shapingthamesmeadnow.
org.uk and invited local residents 
to share their thoughts on what we 
were proposing. 

Scan the QR code or 
visit the project website 
to see all of the designs 
and the feedback we 
received.
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The final designs 

NEW  
CAR  

PARKING

REFURBISHED 
BRIDGE

REFURBISHED 
BRIDGE

REFURBISHED 
PLANTERS

REFURBISHED 
BRIDGE

NEW 
PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING

REFURBISHED 
BRIDGE

EDIBLE  
GARDEN

MARAN WAY

W
O

LV
ERC

O
TE RO

A
D

MOWN PATH

NEW PLANTING

THE TERRACE 
SOCIAL SPACE

THE LUMP  
PLAY SPACE

ABBEY WAY 
REFURBISHED 
PLAYGROUND

BIG SLIDE

NEW  
UNDERPASS

To Overton Rd

To St John Fischer Rd

NEW TREES  
& PLANTING

NEW 
PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING NEW 

PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING

REFURBISHED 
BALL 

COURT

GREENED
BRIDGE

NEW  
BIN 

SCREEN

*

*

Thanks to all of the residents who gave us 
feedback. The designs are now finalised and  
we’ll be appointing a contractor who can carry 
out the works, starting in Spring 2023. 

Continue reading to see our plans for what each 
area will look like once the works are complete. 

*Subject to planning permission

NEW PATH*NEW PATH*

NEW ACCESSIBLE RAMP*

NEW ACCESSIBLE RAMP*
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The Terrace 
The terrace is the larger area of 
tarmac along Abbey Way, where a 
number of paths meet. Here we will 
install new paving and planting to 
create the feeling of being inside a 
room, but outdoors. This ‘room’ will 
include new seating, a BBQ area and 
table for eating. There will also be a 
multi-use paved area where you can 
do anything from play games  
to dance

We will complement this area 
with picturesque planting, new 
trees (including fruit trees), a steel 
flower-shaped pergola and some 
hammocks to relax in during warmer 
seasons. We will also be installing 
new lighting to brighten up the 
terrace at night. 

Abbey Way – Green Chain 
Walk from Lesnes Abbey  
to Southmere Lake

The Slow Path	
Alongside the normal tarmac path, 
which will remain as it is, we will be 
adding a new ‘slow path’ which will 
be a winding pathway taking you 
through the planting and green 
space along Abbey Way. You’ll be 
able to enjoy leisurely walks among 
a variety of trees and plants or relax 
on the new seating which we will 
also be adding. 
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The Lump 
The Lump, as we have named it, is 
located along Abbey Way and once 
supported a wooden play boat. Here 
we intend to use the current concrete 
structure and recreate a play area for 
children. The theme of this area is the 
prehistoric times and is a nod to the 
prehistoric history of Lesnes Woods 
which is known for its old fossils. This 
area will include a large swing and 
a new lighting column. The concrete 
will be replaced with a play-safe 
rubber coating which will be much 
softer on the skin should anyone 
fall over. We will also introduce 
some prehistoric-style plants, a 
large prehistoric foot sculpture and 
footprints that wouldn’t look out of 
place in Jurassic Park! 
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The Playground 
Rather than create a whole new 
playground, we are going to 
upgrade the one that is already on 
Abbey Way. We’ll be introducing lots 
of new play equipment in this space, 
including a net climbing frame, 
ropes to balance on, new swings, 
a new slide and new in-ground 
trampolines. 

There will also be new seating 
installed, perfect for adults to sit 
on comfortably while the children 
are playing. The current concrete 
surface will be replaced with rubber 
so that it is more child-friendly. 
Lighting will also be upgraded to 
make the space feel friendlier at 
night and allow children to still use it 
after school during the darker winter 
months. 
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We know how important the multi-
use games area on Wolvercote 
Road is to the local community 
and how well used it is. Therefore 
we’re refurbishing the space with 
muf. Improvements will include 
new sporting equipment, lighting 
and seating – making it a vibrant, 
accessible and welcoming place  
for people to enjoy. 

We’ll be resurfacing the play area, 
upgrading the current basketball 
hoops, refurbishing the steps to the 
entrance near Harrow Manor Way 

and upgrading the entrance nearest 
Radley House. Additionally, we’ll 
be repairing the damaged fencing 
around the courts, adding bike racks 
and a bike pump, and installing a 
new drinking water fountain as well 
as adding new seating on one side 
of the basketball court. 

We’ll also be upgrading the lighting 
to make the whole place feel more 
welcoming and will be adding in 
more planting around the perimeter, 
including some trees to provide 
shade in the summer months. 

In March 2022 former Thamesmead 
resident Joseph Ijoyemi won a 
£12,000 art commission to design the 
floor of the basketball court. 

His artwork, ‘Believe and Achieve’ 
aims to bring in local people from 
the community, and promote 
confidence, hope and unity. It 
will feature vibrant colours and 
silhouettes of local people playing 
games, which Joseph has captured 
through workshops. His final art 
piece will be unveiled in Summer 
2023.

His design was chosen by The 
Cage TM group, made up of local 
residents, who have been involved 
in the entire commissioning process 
since 2019. 

The Cage –  
Multi-Use Games Area 
 
 



25

We will also be adding raised 
crossings to help pedestrians cross 
safely and to slow down the traffic 
along Maran Way. There will be three 
new raised crossings – one on the 
end near Alsike Road, and two in the 
middle of Maran Way. 

We will be creating a pavement 
pathway along the length of 
Maran Way. This will be on the 
same side as the houses with 
new paving. We’ll also be getting 
rid of the large concrete planter 
opposite the edible garden and 
adding in new planting beds for 
rain gardens.

To allow room for the new 
footpath we’ll be rearranging 
parking spaces which we hope 
will make parking feel more 
organised. This means there 
will be fewer parking spaces on 
the Alsike Road end of Maran 
Way but we intend to create 
additional spaces on the other 
end of Maran Way behind the 
shops to make up for this. 

Maran Way 
If you’ve ever travelled along Maran Way with 
small children, a wheelchair or mobility scooter, 
you will know that there is no continuous path 
from one end of the street to the other. We want 
to change this and make walking down Maran 
Way easier and safer for pedestrians and those 
with buggies, wheelchairs and mobility scooters. 

We also want to make the street feel greener 
by introducing planting which is good for the 
environment, provides shade and helps to 
absorb surface water when it rains. 
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We will be refurbishing the 
underpass with a new painted 
ceiling and better lighting. 

New trees will also be planted alongside beautifully 
planted rain gardens. These will help to soak up surface 
water when it rains so that it can be used to water plants.

Benches will be installed at the 
bottom of both footpaths which 
people can stop at to rest.  
To make sure that these paths  
feel safe during the evening and  
winter months new lighting 
columns will be installed. 

Maran Way Abbey Way 
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NOTES

All dimensions and levels to be checked on site 

before commencing work.

Any discrepancies shall be immediately notified 

to the architect in writing. 
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Outdoor Classroom 
We will be creating an outdoor 
classroom area on the top of the  
hill in Southmere Park. This will be 
made of Tideway Stones from the 
Thames River embankment and will 
provide new seating in a circular 
classroom shape. 

The exact location and formation of 
these stones needs to be decided 
and we hope to get input from 
residents before the stones go in. 

Southmere Park

Bird Hide 
We will be building a bird hide 
which will perch on the south side 
of Southmere Lake overlooking the 
island. It will be a great location for 
bird watching! 

Health and Wellbeing  
Improved health and wellbeing is 
something else we hope you’ll benefit 
from as part of this project. It’s proven 
that spending time in nature can 
be massively beneficial for mental 
health and overall wellbeing. 

We hope that this project will  
provide you with more opportunities 
to get closer to nature and reap  
the benefits. 

Tackling the Climate Emergency  
The South Thamesmead Garden 
Estate has been designed to help 
mitigate the effects of climate 
change so that the natural 
environment can thrive. Some of the 
ways we hope to achieve this are by: 

•	� Planting new trees that over time 
will grow to provide shade and help 
clean our air. 

•	� Creating rain gardens to divert 
and slow down the flow of rain 
running into sewers which will help 
to prevent them from overflowing. 
Rain gardens also help to filter 
pollutants from roads, creating 
cleaner lakes and canals; and 	
help keep plants watered so that 
they are healthy for bees and  
other insects. 

•	� Adding a range of different plants 
on Abbey Way, which will attract 
bees, butterflies and other insects. 
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What happens next?

Works will begin in April 2023..  
We’ll be writing to you with specific  
dates closer to the time to let you know 
when you should expect work to begin. 

Contacts

You can contact us by email  
or phone: 

Email 
thamesmeadnow@peabody.
org.uk 

Phone  
020 3828 3671 
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You can also follow us on  
social media for updates: 

	 Facebook 
	 @ThamesmeadLDN 

	 Twitter  
	 @ThamesmeadLDN 

	 Instagram 
	 @thamesmeadnow




