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Holiday activities, led by Divine Buzz  
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Our work  
in Thamesmead
Peabody is working to improve, grow 
and look after Thamesmead for the 
long term. We’re taking a ‘whole 
place’ approach to the regeneration 
of the town. This means investing in 
Thamesmead’s communities, buildings, 
outdoor spaces and culture. It involves 
collaborating with local people and 
partners to create new opportunities 
and shape great places.

Investing in  
communities 
Peabody has a long history of investing 
in the communities we serve.

The Peabody Community Foundation 
(PCF) brings together our community 
investment activities. The team works 
in partnership with grassroots, local 
and national organisations to develop 
programmes and provide support that 
meet the needs of local people. Much 
of this work is done in collaboration with 
other expert teams in Peabody.

The Thamesmead Community Fund is 
a joint initiative between our PCF and 
culture teams in Thamesmead. It plays 
a key role in supporting community and 
cultural projects, helping us to ensure 
Thamesmead is a great place to live, 
work and visit.

Bollywood Community Dance Club, led by Mitali Dhaval Pandya
Photograph by Richard Heald

3



Introduction About the fund Our approach Highlights The story so far Case studies Get involvedAcknowledgements

4

Many of these projects have 
been made possible through the 
Thamesmead Community Fund, 
which offers small grants for local 
people looking to turn their ideas 
into action. Recognising the value 
of local change makers, this fund is 
open to anyone in the community – 
from committed individuals to small 
groups. It’s hugely important to these 
applicants, whose size and set up 
make it harder for them to access 
funding elsewhere.

Launched by Peabody in 2018 to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the town, the 
Thamesmead Community Fund has 
now awarded more than £450,000 to 
164 creative, community-led projects. 
By the end of this financial year, we’ll 
have allocated more than £500,000 
through the fund.

Like its name suggests, Thamesmead 
Community Fund has local people at 
its heart. It’s part-financed by income 
we get from local film shoots; it’s 
administered alongside a panel of 
local decision-makers; and it enables 
many recipients to run projects, at 
low or no cost, from the community 
buildings and outdoor spaces we 
own and manage.

It’s also a fund shaped by its 
recipients. Over the past eight years, 
we’ve evolved the application and 
decision-making processes in 
response to local people’s feedback. 
It’s now easier for people to submit 
strong bids and we’re attracting 
more applicants as a result. This is 
great news for communities across 
the town.

For many recipients, the grant we 
give is game-changing. But so too 
are the other elements of the fund, 
like the advice we can provide 
throughout the process, and the 
connections we can help people 
make from the moment they get in 
touch with us.

As we head towards our milestone 
of £500,000 of investment, we want 
to celebrate the many incredible 
community leaders and local 
decision-makers involved in the fund. 
In different ways, they have helped 
their friends and neighbours feel better 
about themselves and their place.

Many people applying to the fund 
have been inspired by the creativity 
and passion of those who came 
before them – from local artists to 
busy voluntary groups. In publishing 
The Power of Community: Funding 
Local Projects in Thamesmead, we 
also hope to encourage others to 
create new opportunities for those 
around them, and to be part of 
Thamesmead’s ongoing story.

Gez Kellaghan 
Community Investment Manager, 
Peabody

A
bout the fund

Across Thamesmead, dedicated individuals and grassroots  
groups are running a vibrant mix of community and cultural projects. 
From exercise classes to day trips, nature events to art workshops, 
these engaging and creative initiatives get people out, improve  
their health and wellbeing, and help make their town feel like home. 
It’s no surprise that residents here have a far greater sense of 
belonging in Thamesmead compared to the London average.*

*Research shows 80% of residents have a sense of belonging in Thamesmead, compared 
with 62% of residents in London, and 63% in England. Source: Arup and The Social Innovation 
Partnership (2024), The Thamesmead Evaluation.

Amazing things 
are happening in 
Thamesmead, thanks 
to this fund. Time and 
time again, we’re 
seeing how our grants 
spark creativity, 
culture and connection 
across communities by 
supporting projects by 
local people for local 
people. Offering more 
on people’s doorsteps 
helps residents feel 
good about the place 
they call home and 
connect with others 
in their community. 
And with money from 
professional film 
productions flowing 
back into grassroots 
initiatives, alongside 
core funding from 
Peabody, we’re helping 
even more great ideas 
take root.
Lisa Drew,  
Senior Cultural  
Programme Manager, 
Peabody

Encompass Thamesmead Wildlife Walks, led by J D Swann 
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Who the fund is for
Thamesmead Community Fund supports 
charities, not-for-profit community groups  
or individuals aged over 18. It’s for people 
who are committed to making positive 
change in their community, but who may  
not be eligible for other funding streams  
due to their small size or set up.

Organisations applying to the fund  
must have an annual income of less than 
£100,000. Further eligibility criteria are set  
out in online guidance. To read more about 
this scan the QR code below.

Who finances it
Peabody. Half of the fund comes from the 
Peabody Community Foundation, and 
half comes from the income we make 
from location filming. All location filming is 
managed by our culture team with Film Fixer.

How much money is invested  
in each project
We award grants of up to £3,000 for  
each project.

How people can apply
We encourage people to 
apply to the fund through 
well-publicised open calls. The 
London Community Foundation, 
who administer the fund for us, 
provide detailed guidance on 
their website. We can provide 
additional one-to-one support 
for anyone who wants to submit 
a bid.

How funding decisions  
are made
We review all applications 
after the London Community 
Foundation have carried out initial 

due diligence checks. We then 
create a shortlist of anonymised 
applications. This is reviewed 
by a panel of local people who 
make the final decision. The 
London Community Foundation 
contact applicants and award 
grants on our behalf. They also 
provide feedback to unsuccessful 
applicants so they can strengthen 
future bids.

About the panel
We recruit and train panel 
members, who then receive the 
London Living Wage for their time 
and expertise.

The panel brings valuable 
experience and knowledge of the 
type of activities needed across 
the town. For many people, being 
part of it enables them to keep 
up with and influence what’s 
happening in Thamesmead, forge 
connections with new people, and 
give back to the community.

Local people can now serve on 
the panel for up to two years, and 
up to eight members can sit on 
the panel at any one time.

Thamesmead Community Choir performing at the Thamesmead Festival  
Photograph by Rainbow Multimedia

A
bout the fund
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Thamesmead Community 
Fund priorities

Increasing levels 
of arts and cultural 
activity

Supporting 
educational 
outcomes for a 
group of people
 

Bringing the 
community together 

Encouraging 
community use of 
local outdoor spaces 

Supporting activities 
to strengthen 
children and family 
relationships 

Helping people 
develop new skills 

Providing local 
services or activities 
for older people 

Using nature or 
gardening to bring 
people together 

Providing opportunities  
for people to connect  
with and enjoy the  
natural environment

Increasing biodiversity  
in Thamesmead

The projects we fund respond to one or more of these key themes.

Seeking to improve 
local health and 
wellbeing  

The Atrium Tea Room, led by Carol Knight 
 Photograph by Richard Heald
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O
ur approach

How the Thamesmead Community Fund supports this

Peabody’s vision for community investment

How we achieve this

Putting the needs of 
our communities at 
the centre of our work. 

Listening and  
sharing power with  
our residents, and  
co-creating solutions 
with them.

Using our expertise  
to work with residents 
and partners to make 
a positive difference  
in communities.

Championing 
community 
leadership: 
encouraging local 
change makers to 
turn their ideas into 
action, and involving 
community members 
in funding decisions. 

Seeing potential  
in small-scale, 
early-stage projects: 
investing in creative 
community initiatives 
which might not meet 
criteria for funding 
elsewhere.

Listening to feedback: 
allowing residents to 
shape the funding 
application process 
and engage a wider 
range of applicants.

Investing in local 
resources: providing 
successful applicants 
with funding, 
guidance, low cost 
or no-cost use 
of Peabody land 
or buildings; and 
opportunities to 
connect with others.

To help communities become 
 healthier, wealthier and happier.

Southmere Sundays, led by CC events  
Photograph by Richard Heald
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Scan here  to 
find out more

Our commitment to being a good funder
We follow the commitments laid out by IVAR to ensure that we are an open and trusting funder.

2. Ask relevant questions
We only collect information that we 
must have to make funding decisions; 
we test our application forms rigorously 
to make sure our questions are clear 
and do not overlap

6. Be flexible
We enable funded organisations to 
respond flexibly to changing priorities 
and needs – we give unrestricted 
funding; if we can’t, we make our 
funding as flexible as possible.

4. Act with urgency
We seek to work at a pace that meets 
the needs of applicants; we publish 
and stick to our timetables; we make 
our decisions as quickly as possible.

8. Be proportionate
We commit to light-touch reporting 
– we ensure that our formal reporting 
requirements are well understood, 
proportionate and meaningful.

1. Don’t waste time
We explain our funding priorities clearly; 
we are open and transparent about all 
our requirements and exclusions.

5. Be open
We give feedback; we analyse and 
publish success rates and reasons for 
rejection; we share our data.

3. Accept risk
We are realistic about how 
much assurance applicants can 
reasonably give us; we clearly explain 
how we assess risk when we make 
our funding decisions.

7. Communicate with purpose
We are clear about our relationship 
from the start – we are realistic about 
time commitments; we ensure that our 
contact is positive and purposeful.

O
ur approach

Drumming, led by TARU Arts 
Photograph by Rosie Reed Gold
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H
ighlights

49

77

16
21 9

15

rounds of funding

low-cost indoor 
community 
spaces used by 
different projects

local decision makers 
awarding funds

outdoor 
spaces 
activated

community 
groups 
supported

individual 
applicants 
supported

awarded to local projects and activities

£457,000+ 

56
applicants in latest 
round of funding

164 projects 
awarded
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“Creative activities always 
make me feel great, a sense of 
achievement and pride in a job 
well done. Working with other 
like-minded people is inspiring.”
Thamesmead Times Revisited participant -  
a creative project for residents to consider  
the past, present and future of Thamesmead. 
Led by Chloe Cooper.

H
ighlights

“Before I started 
boxing, I didn’t really 
believe in myself and 
used to get angry a 
lot. Now I’ve learned 
how to stay calm 
and focus. The gym 
has helped me feel 
more confident – like 
I actually belong 
somewhere.”
Power Mobile Gym participant 
- a project to develop young 
people’s fitness and self-
esteem through boxing classes. 
Led by Shannia Richardson 
Gordon.

“You have no idea 
how positively 
these classes 
have impacted us 
individually.  
The ladies I’ve 
spoken to have said 
they were counting 
down the days 
during the week 
in anticipation of 
Saturday.” 
Afro-Dance Project  
participant – a project to 
improve health and wellbeing. 
Led by Positive Futures.

“This fund has uplifted 
the local musicians 
in the area. Without it 
we wouldn’t be able 
to do what we love 
and put on a show for 
the local community, 
whilst showcasing 
the town’s amazing 
venues.” 
Jerusha Ujanga, leader of 
the Thamesmead Live Music 
Sessions – a project to 
showcase local musical talent 
across the town.

“My daughter really liked the workshops,  
and was eager to go back each week. She 
already loved to braid hair but I’m very glad 
she could learn new techniques.” 
Combs, Curls and Culture participant – a project teaching  
15 traditional skills to teens and women from primarily Black,  
Asian and Minority Ethnic groups. Led by Bukola Joel.

“My family and I have lived in 
Thamesmead for over 25 years, 
so I know of many worthy causes 
being provided by local people and 
groups. These services go a long 
way in building strong communities 
and reducing loneliness. I’m really 
pleased to play a part in supporting 
great things across the town with 
each funding round.” 
Agatha Thomas (pictured on the far left), 
Thamesmead Community Fund Panelist, 2024.
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The story so far

Over recent years, we’ve evolved the Thamesmead Community 
Fund application process in response to local people’s feedback. 
It’s now easier than ever for people to apply. Our most recent round 
attracted more than 50 submissions, the highest number to date.

Fund relaunches as the Thamesmead 
Community Fund

Agreement for 50% of the funding pot 
to come from location fees managed 
by the culture team and 50% from 
Peabody’s core fund.

London Community Foundation 
appointed by Peabody to administer 
the fund. 

Fund streamlined to three rounds  
per year.

On track to reach 
investment milestone  
of £500,000.

Detailed review of the 
fund at end of 2020/21.

Individual grants increased  
from £2,000 to £3,000.

Fund streamlined from from 
three rounds to two.

Funding application process 
simplified to encourage more 
take up.

New panel recruited and 
receives London Living Wage.

Recruitment for new  
panel begins.

Making Space for Nature Fund 
boosts fund by £20,000 for  
two years. 

Connecting Thamesmead 
Fund boosts fund by £60,000 
for two years.

New panel recruited.

Lovell, who are developing the second 
phase of homes in South Thamesmead, 
boosts fund by £27,000 for one year.

2018/19
Peabody launches the Thamesmead 
50th Fund, celebrating 50 years of 
Thamesmead. 

Local artists, residents and 
community groups encouraged to 
apply.

Grants of £200 and £2,000 provided 
on a rolling monthly basis.

Eight local volunteers recruited to 
award funding.

2022/23

2019/20
2020/21

2023/242024/25
2025/262026/27

2021/22
Question and answer 
session introduced for 
potential applicants.

Recruitment for new  
panel begins.

*�One round cancelled this year due to 
the pandemic
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Helping youngsters with additional 
needs and their families
Support sessions hosted by The Javan Coker Foundation 
 

C
ase studies

“We’re like a big family now, 
you know. They call themselves 
the Javan Coker kids.” Esther 
Sesay, CEO of the Javan Coker 
Foundation, is talking about 
the children and young people 
who head to her popular weekly 
drop-in sessions at their base in 
Abbey Wood. 

Set up in 2018 by Esther and 
Lawrence Coker, the popular 
charity helps local young  
people with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND) 
and their families to reach  
their potential. On top of  
twice-weekly after-school 
sessions, the foundation runs 
holiday programmes, day 
trips and ‘safe space’ support 
sessions for siblings and parents. 
Advocacy, training and bespoke 
workshops are also on offer.

This type of support is critical 
for families of children with 
additional needs, whose lives 
are often restricted by feelings of 
not being accepted or practical 
challenges of everyday things 
that others may take for granted, 
like popping out to the shops.

The success of the charity is in 
large part down to Esther’s lived 
experience of caring for her own 
son, after whom the foundation 
is named. 

But Esther is clear that the 
foundation would not be where 
it is today without the support 
also from other organisations – 
Peabody included.

The Thamesmead Community 
Fund supported the foundation 
in its infancy, enabling it to 
continue with the two-hour 
weekly support sessions for 
siblings it was then running at 
The Moorings Sociable Club.

But it wasn’t just the money 
that made a difference. Esther’s 
relationship with Peabody 
enabled her to make new 
connections and develop 
important skills, such as 
fundraising and working with 
volunteers. “It’s not just the  
fund that’s the important thing, 
it’s the added value around 
that,” says Esther.

The charity has grown with 
remarkable results. There are 
now an incredible 400-plus
children and young people on 
the Javan Coker Foundation’s 
books in a well-resourced centre 
in Abbey Wood, and the charity 
is supported by more than 
30 dedicated volunteers. The 
foundation has also scooped 
several awards in recognition  
of their outstanding work.  

They include the prestigious 
King’s Award for Voluntary 
Service – which Esther describes 
as being “the highest accolade 
in the land” for the voluntary 
sector.

Having benefited from  
the Thamesmead Community 
Fund, Esther has since advised 
other organisations to apply. 
“They do great work in 
Thamesmead and the fund can 
enable them to reach wider 
audiences,” she explains. Despite 
her busy schedule, she has 
also made time to serve as a 
panel member, using her local 
knowledge to make funding 
decisions on other community 
projects.

If we hadn’t had the support, 
we would not have been able 
to get to this point. The funding 
has given me and a lot of my 
colleagues the opportunity 
to grow, to work, to support 
in a way we could not have 
otherwise. The [Peabody team] 
ask ‘how are you doing?’  
You don’t often get that!  
It’s not just about the money, 
Peabody have the community 
at their heart.

Photograph by Richard Heald
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Celebrating the  
LGBTQ+ community
Thamesmead Shantay hosted by LGBTQ+ Thamesmead 
 

C
ase studies

When Nick Moody, Riordan Tyson 
and their friends in their LGBTQ+ 
Thamesmead group mooted the 
idea of setting up drag, comedy 
and cabaret events in the town, 
they’d no idea just how popular 
they’d be. 

“We’d sold 40 or 50 tickets for 
the first performance and we 
thought, yeah, that’s great – 
more than enough,” recalls 
Nick, membership secretary 
of LGBTQ+ Thamesmead. “But 
word got around that there was 
something going on. We opened 
the doors and we sold more 
tickets on the night. Around 110 
people came along,” he explains.

Supported by the Thamesmead 
Community Fund, the 
Thamesmead Shantay provided 
a series of six popular nights 
running from 8pm till late. The 
majority of events were held 
at Sporting Club Thamesmead 
– a venue chosen for its size, 
accessibility and layout, and its 
welcoming hosts at the Unity 
Lounge and Bar. These special 
nights have offered something 
that has long been missing 
from Thamesmead – live 
entertainment after 10pm for the 

whole community. “It’s wasn’t 
just for queer people, but for 
anyone who wanted a night out,” 
explains Nick.

“You get a lot of bang for your 
buck with us,” says Riordan. 
“With a relatively small amount 
of funding, we were able to do 
six events, get a nightlife going 
and get the community along. 
And the bar love us because 
everyone comes in,” explains 
Riordan.

The Shantay events, all of which 
celebrate local talent, are as 
valuable to the performers as 
they are to their audience. With 
an atmosphere of what Nick 
describes as “positive harmony”, 
each show has enabled local 
up-and-coming artists to try 
out material in front of people 
who want them to do well – and 
ensured that they get paid for 
their work. This has helped them 
hone their skills and develop 
their confidence. Having starred 
in the first Shantay, Riordan’s 
alter-ego Letti O’Burn has gone 
on to perform in other venues 
outside of Thamesmead. Nick,  
in the meantime, has learned to 
be a DJ.

For Nick and Riordan, the 
funding for the Shantay has 
done more than provide a great 
night out for local people. It’s 
given LGBTQ+ Thamesmead a 
platform and encouraged new 
people to join them. “We could 
not have afforded to put on one 
show, let along six, and built 
up such a following, without 
the fund,” explains Nick. “We’ve 
grown exponentially and none of 
us expected it,” he says.

The group now has more 
than 100 members – many of 
whom have felt isolated in the 
past. They now have a packed 
calendar of activities, including 
swimming, walking, running, 
role-playing games, a book club 
and weekly drop-in sessions. 

If you are LGBTQ+ in the area, 
you’re not alone – far from 
it. There’s a place for you in 
Thamesmead.

Photograph by Tom Chaplin
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Creating connections  
through craft
Textile sessions hosted by CraftA 

C
ase studies

For residents in Central 
Thamesmead, the introduction 
of free, drop-in textile sessions 
at The Moorings Sociable Club 
in 2021 was welcome news. 
This was a chance for them to 
practice a craft they love in the 
company of others. 

The two-hour weekly sessions 
started running after Viv 
Cameron, Chair of CraftA, 
applied to the Thamesmead 
Community Fund. The creative 
group, which had started out in 
nearby Eltham in 2018, works to 
reduce social isolation through 
creative activities including 
knitting, crochet and embroidery. 
“We wanted to bring something 
to areas that don’t always run 
things like this. Crafting at home 
can sometimes be lonely,” 
explains Viv.

Within weeks, CraftA’s 
Thamesmead sessions were 
welcoming groups of around 
15 local people at a time. Under 
the watchful eye of tutor Sylvia 
Becker, they were soon making 
new things and forming new 
friendships. The sessions now 
give people a place to come 
and “just be”, Sylvia says.

No experience is necessary at 
CraftA sessions. And while many 
participants joined CraftA as 
beginners, they have gained 
confidence and skills along the 
way. Several have now taken an 
active role in running activities 
– leading small workshops 
themselves, supported with a 
small budget for materials. “We 
had workshops of all sorts – 
quilling, card making, so not just 
textiles,” says Viv.

“People really do come on,” 
enthuses Sylvia. “We’ve had 
people who’ve never crocheted 
before crocheting jackets or 
scarves and hats.” She explains 
that others have gone on to 
sell their work at markets or set 
up their own craft workshops, 
something they would never 
have imagined doing at the 
outset.

Offering companionship 
and mindful activity, CraftA’s 
sessions have done more than 
enable people to channel their 
creativity. “Most of the people 
who come to CraftA are older 
and can feel isolated,” explains 
Viv. The sessions have helped 
many participants with personal 
challenges, like health issues 
and bereavement.

Having created a strong 
following in Thamesmead, 
CraftA has gone on to apply 
for larger funds – including the 
Peabody Community Fund and 
the National Lottery. 

The money has enabled the 
group to continue sessions at 
The Moorings Sociable Club, 
and launch two new hubs for 
beginners and experienced 
makers outside of the town. 
To date, the group has run 
more than 20 groups across 
Greenwich, Bexley and 
Lewisham.

Viv claims that Peabody’s 
approach to being a fair funder 
and our “simple” application 
process, has played a key role in 
CraftA’s growth. 

I think the most important 
thing about funding is the trust 
element: that the organisation 
is trusted to put that money 
to good use. You’re taking a 
chance on people who are 
trying to make a difference,  
and for small organisations 
that’s invaluable.

Photograph by Richard Heald
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Growing Thamesmead’s  
creative community
Life drawing classes hosted by Jamie Zubairi 

C
ase studies

Every Monday evening, a 
quiet creative ritual unfolds in 
Thamesmead, as members 
of Thamesmead’s artistic 
community gather at the TACO! 
art space. Pencils are set out, 
sketchbooks opened and, for the 
next two hours, there’s a sense 
of calm as a life drawing session 
takes place. 

Now in its sixth year in 
Thamesmead, the creative 
classes were set up by local 
artist Jamie Zubairi, as part of 
his work with Bow Arts to grow 
a creativity community. “The 
idea was to bring life drawing 
to Thamesmead basically,” 
explains Jamie. Previously, local 
people would have to travel 
outside the town to do this 
activity.

For Jamie, life drawing is about 
so much more than the art 
people produce. The artistic 
process encourages better 
wellbeing by helping people to 
relax. “Your brain takes itself out 
of the everyday world and into 
that moment,” he says. “I just 
wanted to spread that mindful 
activity to other people.”

Supported by the Thamesmead 
Community Fund, Jamie started 
running low-cost sessions from 
The Lakeside Centre in 2020. 
They were instantly popular. 
“We seemed to gain more and 
more people as the news spread 
about what was happening,” 
Jamie explains. “We had artists, 
people who work tangentially 
in the arts, and those who just 
enjoy the practice who hadn’t 
picked up a pencil since school.”

The arrival of lockdown just two 
months later saw Jamie having 
to do things differently, moving 
his classes online. “Artists were 
in need of connection, and their 
practice. And because artists 
weren’t working, because they 
were having a difficult time 
making an income, I thought 
‘let’s roll it out’. It was just £3.”

Despite the first hour of his first 
session being “a bit of a disaster” 
due to audio issues, the remote 
classes were a huge success. 
Soon enough more than 30 
people were attending, and not 
just from Thamesmead. 

“It gained popularity worldwide, 
which I was so surprised at,” 
laughs Jamie. “We had people 
joining from Australia at two in 
the morning, people from Russia, 
Singapore. It just bloomed.”

It was 2022 when Jamie and his 
participants were finally able 
to meet in person once again. 
His sessions, which are now 
self-funding, have gone a long 
way in helping him achieve his 
original ambition of bringing 
artists together. 

We were previously  
a small group of strangers  
and we’ve been able to help 
build a community for people  
to connect.

Photograph by Richard Heald
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Improving older people’s 
health and wellbeing
Healthy cookery classes hosted by Chiamaka Muoneke 

C
ase studies

After months of watching 
residents put a little too much 
sugar in their tea and salt in 
their food, Chiamaka Muoneke 
decided it was time to set up 
a healthy cookery course for 
residents she worked with at 
Lakeview Court. 

As the café manager at the 
sheltered housing scheme, 
Chiamaka understands how 
difficult it can be for older 
people to enjoy a balanced diet. 
“Many people want to eat more 
healthily but don’t always know 
where to start,” she explains. 
“The classes helped open their 
eyes to better options they can 
choose, while still enjoying the 
food they love.”

Chiamaka had already been 
running small, afternoon tea 
and coffee sessions for Lakeview 
Court residents before she 
applied to the Thamesmead 
Community Fund. But the money 
she received from Peabody 
meant she could expand her 
offer. With it, she bought two 
induction hobs, pots and pans, 
and new utensils for a series of 
weekly three-hour sessions 

for local people – spanning  
15 weeks in total. She was also 
able to expand her budget for 
ingredients to bring a variety  
of dishes to the table.

Keen to welcome as many 
people as possible, Chiamaka 
moved from the modest 
room on the fifth floor into a 
larger communal area. “The 
aromas would spread across 
the lounge,” she said. At each 
session she would move 
between the tables, helping 
the dozen or so participants 
with their allotted tasks – from 
peeling vegetables, chopping 
garlic or mixing ingredients.

Chiamaka’s aim wasn’t just for 
people to cook together, but to 
boost participants’ knowledge of 
the food they were eating. Their 
baking sessions would see them 
swapping out butter and sugar 
for healthier alternatives like 
Greek yoghurt, vegetable oil, and 
blended fruit. The classes were 
also a chance for them to learn 
about food labelling and to keep 
a watch on things that are high 
in salt, sugar and fat.

For many attendees, the 
sessions have been a highlight 
of their week. As well as enjoying 
a delicious meal, they’ve had a 
chance to socialise with their 
neighbours. 

Thanks to her experience with 
the Thamesmead Community 
Fund, Chiamaka now has the 
confidence to apply for funding 
in the future. With ovens at the 
ready and residents who are 
keen to cook, she’s hoping to 
continue bringing health and 
happiness to older people 
through a shared love of food.

Many residents would look 
forward to it, asking who was 
going. We would sit together, 
talk together and talk about the 
food we’d made. There was a 
feeling of belonging.

Photograph by Rosie Reed Gold
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Thanks to the  
Thamesmead Community 
Fund recipients (listed 
to the right) for their 
dedication, the London 
Community Foundation for 
administering the fund, and 
to Film Fixer for managing 
location shoots with our 
culture team.

Thanks also to our panel members 
over the years, who have shared 
their time and expertise: Joanne 
Bernard, Rebekah Burrows, Joana 
Carvalho, Adedepo Dalley, Nikita 
Hayward, Julia Huyn (Young 
Ambassador,) Eva Lis, Carolyn 
Long, Maurizio Materassi, April 
Mansaray, Peculiar Medinus, Cat 
Molnar, Chris Molnar, Genevieve 
Norwick, Almudena Romero, Esther 
Sesay, Siobhan Sherlock, Dani 
Tagen, Agatha Thomas, Ian Tyson, 
Ray Woodage.

Finally, thanks to London Borough 
of Bexley and the Royal Borough 
of Greenwich for contributing to 
the fund through the Connecting 
Thamesmead Partnership, and to 
Lovell for their donation. 

This support is invaluable. 

Halo Productions: I Love 
Thamesmead - A Visual 
Portrait
Helen Akintunde: The Mead - 
RTM Radio Show
Hula 4 Fun: Hula hooping 
sessions for all
Independent Filmmaker: 
Sodabikes - Filmed in 
Thamesmead
J D Swann: Encompass 
Thamesmead - Wildlife Walks
Jackson Payne: A New Portrait 
of Thamesmead
Jamie Zubairi: Drawing for 
Everyone, Thamesmead Life 
Drawing
Jecoliah Ama Frimpong: 
Thamesmead Community 
Choir
Jerusha Ujanga: 
Thamesmead Live Music 
Sessions
Joseph Ijoyemi: The Growth - 
Filmed in Thamesmead
Juliette Georges: Lakeside 
Sewing and Craft Club
Kafilat Iyiola: Family Fun Days, 
Healthy Eating Cookery Class
Kerry Chan: Meditation in 
Motion
Liam Scully: Thamesmead 
Travelling Cinema
Limitless Arts Charity: 
Empowering Creative Minds
Listening Ears: Feel Good 
Centre - Reducing Isolation 
for Older People
Lucy and Nancy Sullivan: The 
Ruined Theatre - Abbey Wood 
and Thamesmead, The Ruined 
Theatre - Our Teacher’s a Troll
Luhoc Fashion: Sewing Course 
for Women
Lydia Lings: SEND Support 
Makaton Signing
Mama2Mama: Baby Essentials 
Families Essentials Packs 
Project
Marcus Orlandi: Textile 
Learning Circle, Thamesmead 
Learning Circle, Thamesmead 
Library Banner Project
Maureen Weekes: Prose with 
Purpose - Poetry Workshop
Megan Stuart: Winter 
Sculpture Park – Communal 
Clay
Melissa Boatmah: Inclusive 
Crafters

Men Matters Community 
Group: Men’s Mental Health 
Project, Men’s Mental Health 
Project Family Together Days
MenWalkTalk: MenWalkTalk 
Meets London
Mitali Dhaval Pandya: 
Bollywood Community Dance 
Club
Miyuki Kasahara: Jesmonite 
Casting Sculpture
Moie Web: Business Website 
Design
Moorings Neighbourhood 
Forum: Saturday Health and 
Wellbeing, The Moorings 
Volunteer Celebration
Moorings Resident 
Community Group: Christmas 
Dinner and Dance, Express 
Yourself Art
Raees Rehman: The Chicken 
Shop Show
Nancy Thornber: Photography 
Workshops
Nathalie Coste: Electronic 
Poetry Project
Nick Moody: Thamesmead 
Shantay
Nicky Sutton: Art Therapy 
Group
Now Is the Time Badminton: 
Badminton Sessions
Our Heritage UK: Ibile and Ewa 
Ede Project, Isese Lagba and 
Cultural Heritage
Ozga Ali: Sharing Food, 
Sharing Information
Parent Power: Moving to Year 
7 Summer School, Thrive 
Youth Club
Patricia Byrne: Laughter @ 
Lakeview
Paul Elliott: Thamesmead 
Community Calendar Project
Perfect Chance Foundation: 
Family Fun and Connection 
Workshops
Peter John Harris: Community 
Opera Workshops
Pop In Parlour: Day Trip for 
Older Residents
Positive Futures Group: Afro 
Dance Project, Afro Dance and 
Wellbeing for Parents, English 
and Maths Tutoring
Power Mobile Gym: Boxing 
4 All - Empowerment 
Programme

Pretty Hearts Thamesmead: 
Youth Programme
Rachel Sparks: Carers Online 
Dance Class
Riordan Tyson: Thamesmead 
Business Profile
Robert Dyer: Prostate  
Fitness/Health Awareness 
Group
SafetyNet Mental Health 
Group: Day Out
Sarah Garrod: Thamesmead 
Photo Mission
Sasha Buonasorte: The Shine 
Coaching Sessions
Sendtivate: SEND into 
Independence
Seniors in Touch: Health and 
Wellbeing at Lakeview Court, 
Arts and Culture at Lakeview 
Court
Sonia Foday: Thamesmead 
African Film Club
Thamesmead Christian 
Fellowship: Healthy Meals 
Project
TACO! (Thamesmead Arts 
and Culture Office): Radio and 
Podcast Training
Tanaz Assefi: The Art of Self 
Expression
Tapiwa Dingwiza: Sewing 
Basics
Tapiwa Kanhemba: 
Promotional Business Videos
Taru Arts: Taru Carnival, 
Thamesmead Christmas 
Lantern Parade, Winter Parade
Tatiana Ellis: Baby Me Fit, Move 
Your Mind
TDA (Total Development 
Academy): Football Club
Thamesmead Running 
Club: Running Club Support, 
Thamesmead Family 1 Mile
Thamesmead Texas: 
Thamesmead Texas Exhibition 
Space
The Father’s House: Music 
Tuition – Keyboards,  
Family Fun Day
The Feel Good Keep Moving: 
Feel Good Exercise Sessions
The Javan Coker Foundation: 
SEND Siblings Care
The Marvellous Girls Club: 
Social Club for Girls

The Morning Dew Foundation: 
Sendability
The Novelist RTM: Radio 
Programme
The Spanish Pot: Family 
Cooking Project
Thomas Fontaine: DJing/
Music/Podcast Production 
Club
Thrive Impact: Empower Her
Train with Tara: The Thrive 
Collective - Empowering Girls
Valeria Fiore: Contemporary 
Dance for Wellbeing
Vibes on Vibes: Roll with 
Confidence
West Thamesmead 
Community Association: 
Signage and Promotion, Love 
Soup Café
Wheel Be: Accessible Dance 
Lessons
Women’s Lounge: Enterprising 
Women Sewing Classes, 
Healthy Cooking for Women
Wonky Carrot: Children’s Food 
Waste Workshops
World of Hope: Cultural Food 
at Christmas
Zhawi Household: Walking 
Thamesmead

Active Sports Group: 
Accessible Training Aids for 
Gymnasts
Adam Thorne: T-Box
Adeola Gbakinro: Uplift 
Thamesmead Programme
Afrilife: Yoga for the Young at 
Heart
Aishah Safdar: Health and 
Wellbeing for Women and 
Older Adults, Mindful Fitness
Alex Tuckwood: Machines That 
Go Beep! Electronic Audio 
Club
Alison Kasanga: Thamesmead 
Tastemakers
Almudena Romero: Step 
Inside! Immersive Camera 
Project
Amanda Eatwell: Getting to 
Know You; Walk, Talk, Click 
Photography
Anna Hughes and Ellie 
Pritchard: Foraged Colour
Anne Okwera: Post-Stroke 
Support Group
Anne Poole: Know Your 
Neighbours, Lakeside Garden 
Club, Party for Outdoor Games 
Area
Baller Vision: Thamesmead 
Photography
Bee Veronica Moore: Creative 
Schools Art and Film Project
Bernard Amankwah: Football 
for All – Equipment, Football 
for All - Referee Training
Beyond Braidz: Combs, Curls 
and Culture, Sew-Smart 
Fashion and Sustainability 
Project
Bhajan Hunjan: Art Hub 
Activity Packs
Black Heritage: Yoruba Culture 
Within Thamesmead
Calum F Kerr: Mind Your Head 
Art Cabaret
Carol Knight: Atrium Coffee 
Morning
Caron Schersmith-Meikle: 
Cooking Tutorials
CC Events UK: Thamesmead 
Community Market, 
Southmere Sundays
Chiamaka Muoneke: Healthy 
Eating Cookery Class
Chloe Booth: Thamesmead 
Tunebox
Chloe Cooper: Music Meets 
Art at Crossness Pumping 

Station, Thamesmead Times 
Revisited, Thamesmead Times 
Revisited! Local History Month
Chloe Cooper and Bernadette 
Kavanagh: Thamesmead Is 
Funny
Common Tongue Film: George 
Plemper at Riverside School - 
filmed in Thamesmead
Community Needs 
Foundation: Cookery Club
CraftA: Thamesmead Yarn 
Tales – Online, Thamesmead 
Yarn Tales - The Moorings 
Sociable Club
Cray Wanderers Community 
Scheme: Active Community 
Thamesmead, Inclusive  
Multi-Sports Programme
D Foundation: Youth Initiative 
- Design for Magazines
Dagmar Scheibenreif: Find 
Your Creativity
Deborah Frimpong:  
Non-Violent Resistance  
Taster Workshop
Divine Buzz: Fitness Wheel 
of Adventure, Wheel of 
Confidence, Wheels for 
Change
Dominika Kieruzel: Dog 
Portraits and Exhibition, 
Kosmoss Online Gallery - 
Digital Art Exhibition, Regret & 
Hope Exhibition
Dynamix: Dynamix Youth 
Dance Projects
Ellen Otchere: Family Day Out, 
Empowerment
Evgenia Theodotou: Dance for 
Early Childhood Practitioners
Fi-Sh: Creative Writing 
Workshop
Food for Purpose: Afro-
Caribbean Cooking 
Workshops
Fresh Chances: Digital 
Inclusion Project
Hawksmoor Youth Club: 
Community Graffiti Art
Future Communities: Business 
Support for Women, Start-
Up Thamesmead Business 
Support
Genesis Impact: Positively You
Georgia Power: Realms 
Theatre Production
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Thamesmead is a popular location for 
TV, music and film shoots, including 
the ones listed here. The income we 
get from hosting them goes into the 
Thamesmead Community Fund pot. It 
makes up half of each funding round.

Adverts 
Royal Mail, Carhartt, Converse, Adidas, 
JD, McDonalds, Uniqlo

Music videos 
Skrillex, A$ap Rocky and Skepta, 
Beyonce, Sam Smith, Primal Scream, 
Stormzy feat Raye

Film & TV 
Black Ops, The Informer, Supacell, 
Culprits, The Nest, Black Mirror,  
Sky’s Bulletproof, Long Lost Family

Organising big and exciting film 
shoots which help to power smaller 
creative and community projects 
around the area - that’s a win.  
This work keeps Thamesmead 
vibrant, inspiring and full of 
opportunity, not just for professional 
film-makers, but  
for everyone who lives here. 

Alexandra Healey, Social Value  
and Training Manager, FilmFixer

Applying to the  
Community Fund

Contributing  
to the fund

Do you have an idea for a 
project to benefit people in 
Thamesmead? We’d love to 
hear from you. 

Look out for information at  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk

If you’d like to help us support healthier, 
wealthier and happier communities  
through the Thamesmead Community 
Fund, please get in touch at  
communitygrants@peabody.org.uk

Photograph by Richard Heald

Funded  
by films



Introduction About the fund Our approach Highlights The story so far Case studies Get involvedAcknowledgements

38

www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
©Peabody. April 2026

http://www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk

