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Find out
what’s
happening

There are lots of ways to keep up
to date with news, events and
activities in Thamesmead.
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Visit our website
For all the latest updates, keep an eye on
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
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Connect on social media
Follow @ThamesmeadLDN on Facebook
and @ThamesmeadNow on Instagram.
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Get our monthly newsletter
Sign up at www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/
contact-us
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Ask a question
Email thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk

A
[ >&

Speak to someone

We're happy to meet you at

The Nest Community Building and Library,
3 Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA for a chat.

Email thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk
to make an appointment.

VvV
Explore new homes
Interested in buying a new home in
Thamesmead? Register your interest at

peabodynewhomes.co.uk and we'll be
in touch.
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Autumn leaves
our landscape
centre stage

With the arrival of autumn
and some long-overdue rain,
Thamesmead’s much-loved
greenery is living up to its
nhame once again.

The new season began with a remarkable
celebration of the local landscape.

Tump 53 nature reserve hosted two art
installations celebrating our relationship
with the natural world as part of the
Greenwick+Docklands International Festival

(page 9).

This fantastic event followed the
ever-popular Thamesmead Festival in
Southmere Park in August (page 10).
Alongside some incredible performances
on the day, this scenic venue, which we
look after day in, day out, also received
plenty of praise (page 12).

As the leaves change colour and start

to fall, Southmere Park remains as
spectacular for an autumnal stroll as for a
summer festival. That walk is made easier
now the footpath alongside Southmere
Lake has reopened (page 4). The lake

will continue to be used by resident
paddlesports club The Sharks through
autumn and beyond. They successfully
tempted many novice kayakers onto the
water during the festival (page 8).
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Elsewhere, the rejuvenated ball court

at Gallions Park is now open to provide
after-school entertainment in West
Thamesmead (page 8), while children
from The Hundred Club are working with
Peabody on plans for big improvements
to Crossway Park (page 7). It's part of
our ongoing work to reinvigorate outdoor
spaces for local people.

I hope you'll enjoy all those stories

and many more in this issue of Talk of
Thamesmead - and continue to make
the most of the wonderful outdoor spaces
we're so fortunate to have.
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Dr Phil Askew
Peabody’s Director of Landscape

Become a
contributor

Share your stories and photos with
the rest of the community. Email
thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk
with your ideas.
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Moorings events connecting

the community

A new programme of community activities designed to bring local people
together has launched at the Moorings Sociable Club.

The extra activities and events are backed by £60,000

of funding from the Mayor of London and the National
Lottery Community Fund, as part of their Loved & Wanted
initiative. The funding was awarded when the popular
community hub was named as one of 30 Loved & Wanted
spaces in London earlier this year.

Residents and community groups celebrated at a Loved
& Wanted launch event in July. Visitors enjoyed a range
of free, family-friendly activities, including hair braiding,
dancing, painting and boxing.

This was followed by a street festival at the end of August.
Parent Voice, a group of 10 local mums involved in
expanding the number of activities on offer at the venue,
played a key role in organising the event.

The street festival, which was due to take place in Arnott
Close but was moved indoors due to wet conditions,
included Bollywood dancing, massage and sports day
activities, with refreshments also available.

At both events, local people spoke to members of a

new community group, the Moorings Sociable Club
Community Action Network (MSC-CAN), about what they
would like to see more of at the venue.

Bukola Joel, a member of the MSC-CAN, said: “We want
the Moorings Sociable Club to be a place where everyone
feels welcome and knows their ideas matter.

“Through the Community Action Network, local people
have a real opportunity to shape the activities and events
that happen here. We're looking forward to welcoming
even more people through the doors and helping this
space continue to grow with the community.”

Working alongside the MSC-CAN, local residents,
community organisations and partners, Peabody is using
the new funding to develop an even broader programme
of activities, planned by and for the local community.

Uzma Ali, Community Development Projects Officer at
Peabody, said: “The Moorings Sociable Club has already
become an important place for local people to meet,
access support and build new connections.

“Loved & Wanted gives us the opportunity to build on that
success by working with residents to provide an even
wider programme of activities. Creating new opportunities
for local people is a key part of our work to improve, grow
and look after the town.”




Lakeside footpath
reopens

Local people can once

again complete a full lap of
Southmere Lake following
the reopening of the lakeside
footpath.

The path, which runs from Cygnet
Square to the outdoor gym, passes by
Peabody'’s latest development in South
Thamesmead. This includes 329 homes
— 42% of which are affordable — and
several landscaped spaces.

The walkway had been closed while
building work took place along the
water’s edge. The development is set to
complete this winter.

With the walkway now fully open,
residents and visitors south of the
lake can access the Lakeside Centre,
the Thamesmead Social cafe and
Southmere Water Sports and Activity
Centre more easily.

For a guided walk around Southmere

Lake, download the activity map
created by artist Matt Ponting, Bow
Arts and local schoolchildren with

support from Peabody. Scan the QR
code or visit thamesmeadnow.org.
uk/southmere-map.
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Talk of Thamesmead Summer 2026 | Page 4

y
" %r' ""
. » =

vibrant makeover

More than 200 local students have helped to transform
Pettman Crescent Bridge underpass into a colourful

community landmark.

The eye-catching public space, which
connects West Thamesmead and Plumstead,
now boasts new artwork, better lighting,

and resurfaced footways for improved
accessibility. The project was led by ideas from
residents, schoolchildren and students, who
chose to rename the revitalised underpass
‘The Colourway'.

Pupils from Heronsgate Primary School were
among those who took part in workshops with
architecture and design studio make:good to
create elements of the artwork now featured
within The Colourway. Local A-level students
also gained hands-on experience working
alongside the professional design team.

Many of those involved joined a celebration
in July to see the results of their efforts. They
enjoyed free refreshments, creative activities
and cultural performances in the space.

The improvements also include new planting
and landscaping, measures to discourage
anti-social behaviour and design features
that encourage cycling, walking and wheeling
through the underpass.

The project was delivered by the Royal
Borough of Greenwich in partnership with
Peabody and Berkeley, with funding from the
Mayor of London’s Housing Zone programme.

Councillor Calum O’Byrne Mulligan, Cabinet
Member for Transport, Climate Change, Waste,
at the Royal Borough of Greenwich, said:
“Residents and young people have played a
central role in shaping The Colourway, helping
transform a previously overlooked space

into something vibrant, welcoming and full of
character.”

While The Colourway is maintained by the
Royal Borough of Greenwich, it is adjacent to
more than 700 new homes recently completed
by Peabody and Berkeley at Lombard Square,
where pedestrian and cycle links are a key
priority.

Adriana Marques, Assistant Director of Cultural
Strategy and Programme at Peabody, said:
“The Colourway is a brilliant example of how
culture can help bring underused spaces back
to life and make them feel safer, brighter and
more welcoming for everyone.”

Street gallery grows

The colourful new artwork at The Colourway adds to the growing
collection of street art around Thamesmead. Scan the QR code
or visit thamesmeadnow.org.uk/streetart to start exploring

street art locations.

Life-saving defibrillators come
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to town’s community centres

Three local community
centres now have defibrillators
available following recent
donations by the London
Ambulance Service.

It means people taking part in activities at the
venues and those living in nearby residential
areas are closer to the life-saving equipment
if they suffer a suspected cardiac arrest.

The devices have been installed outside Jubilee
Community Centre on Lytton Strachey Path, off
Titmuss Avenue, and The Atrium Community
Centre in Teeswater Court. A third defibrillator is
available inside the Moorings Sociable Club on
Arnott Close.

Peabody has made an ongoing commitment
to act as guardians for the devices, which help
restart a normal heart rhythm after a cardiac
arrest, when every second counts. Community
Properties Manager, Claudia Marracci, is
among those who get a notification when an
ambulance indicates it might need to use one
of the Thamesmead defibrillators.

After an alert is received, Claudia or a
colleague checks whether the paramedics
ended up using the equipment. If so, they
replace the defibrillator pads and mark it as
ready for use once again.

“It feels like a big responsibility. I'm so invested
in the community that | always pray it doesn't
have to be used,” she said.

The defibrillators were fitted as part of the
ambulance service’s Heart Starters campaign.
The initiative is introducing devices to

areas of London that previously had fewer
defibrillators available or had a high need for
the equipment.

“A defibrillator is magical and can save a
life,” added Claudia. “By bringing them into
Thamesmead, we're cutting the time it takes
for local people to get help.

“As o community, we should protect the
machines and be proud that we've been given
the opportunity to have them in our local area.”

London Ambulance Service will visit Thamesmead to
offer training on using a defibrillator and other aspects of

first aid. Residents and community groups interested in
getting training should register their interest by contacting
claudia.marracci@peabody.org.uk.

Town's tales touch
down in Devon

A hot air balloon adorned with the
personal stories of Thamesmead
residents created a stir when it
made an unexpected landing in
North Devon.

Fields of EveryWhen, Thamesmead's
aerial artwork, got residents talking
after returning to ground in a field near
Bampton.

The balloon was being piloted by artist
Neil Mussson at the time. He is one

half of Musson+Retallick, who were
commissioned by Peabody to create
Fields of EveryWhen in partnership with
local people. The balloon, which officially
launched in August 2022, features more
than 200 artworks inspired by the people
and places of Thamesmead. They were
created by local residents, artists and
community groups.

“When you're a balloonist, you never
quite know where you're going to land,”
explained Neil. “On this occasion, |
happened to land in a peaceful Devon
field belonging to a lovely lady called
Laura.

“You're left in the situation of saying,

‘| hope you're okay with the fact I've
already landed on your property.’
Thankfully, Laura was! | found myself
explaining the stories of the people of
Thamesmead. Their colourful lives are
depicted on the balloon and will be told
again and again.”

Neil had also been sharing stories from
Thamesmead before taking off from
Tiverton to start the flight.

“When we were leaving, we had people
asking about the balloon and the stories
on it,” added Neil. “We have a leaflet
that we give out to explain all about
Fields of EveryWhen and the people of
Thamesmead.”

Fields of EveryWhen also took to the
skies in front of an estimated audience
of more than 20,000 people during the
recent three-day Icons of the Sky festival
at Longleat in September.

Follow Fields of EveryWhen's journeys at
g-foew.art or scan the QR code below.
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Crosshess
awarded
museum status

Thamesmead has a museum for
the first time in its history after
Crossness Pumping Station
secured accreditation.

The Grade |-listed ‘cathedral on

the marshes’ was given full museum
status by Arts Council England this
summer. The award marks the end
of a four-year journey towards being
officially recognised as a museum.

To become an accredited museum,
the Victorian sewage plant had to
prove that it meets a series of national
standards. It also had to show that it
is sustainable, focused and trusted as
a museum.

The museum’s Visitor Experience
Manager, Rob Harris, said: “The
award marks the end of a long and
sometimes demanding application
process, but it also feels like the
beginning of something.

“We have been assessed as a
professionally run and trustworthy
museum with a sound foundation.
This gives Crossness a much
firmer footing for its next stage

of development, not only as the
home of extraordinary engines and
architecture, but as an ambitious,
accessible and well-run museum
with a clear sense of purpose.”

Museum accreditation arrived at
Crossness at the same time as

a survey confirming more than
£10million in repairs and conservation
work are needed across the site.
Becoming a museum opens up

more funding options.

“With the scale of conservation and
repair needed across Crossness,
access to specialist museum funding
could make a very real difference,”
added Rob.

Go to our What's On pages to find out
about upcoming events at Crossness
Pumping Station.

Talk of Thamesmead Summer 2026 | Page 6

Seb Betteridge is the Thamesmead Social’s Front of House Manager
and a familiar face to visitors to the Lakeside Centre’s popular cafe.

What's your connection with
Thamesmead?

I've been in the area for about six years.

I live locally in Abbey Wood. From there, it's

a 20-minute walk into Thamesmead for work.

Where do you work?

I work at the Thamesmead Social: an
independently run, community-based,
licensed cafe overlooking Southmere Lake.

It serves really good coffee, and the food is
freshly made to a really high quality. | say this
as a customer as well as an employee. | was
a regular before | worked there.

What's the best thing about
Thamesmead?

I love all the green spaces and the nature in
Thamesmead. It's a really beautiful place.

Where's your favourite place to walk in
Thamesmead?

I really like Lesnes Abbey Woods. | enjoy
taking the kids there. It's a fantastic wooded
area with lots of trees to climb. For the kids to
climb, not me, although | have been known to
get involved! We like to go exploring and build
dens. You can also go digging for shark teeth
- we have a really good collection at homel!

Do you take part in any groups in
Thamesmead?

| attend Thamesmead Life Drawing, which

is really good. I've been to four sessions so
far. I've always been into art since | was little.
| studied it at GCSE but didn’t take it any
further. But I'm into creating art, music and
anything creative.

What's your favourite place to eat and
drink in Thamesmead?

This is just turning into an advert, isn't it? But
the honest answer is that | do go into the
Thamesmead Social as a customer on my

days off or go along in the evening for a drink.

It's open until 10pm every night, apart from
Monday and Tuesday.

What's your favourite Thamesmead
memory?

I have fond memories of exploring the many
parks and woodland spaces with my children
when they were younger. Pond dipping,
finding newts and froglets, and getting
caught unexpectedly in the rain.

What's the best-kept secret about
Thamesmead that people should
know?

I'd better think of something else. | can’t go
there again! To most people, probably the
fact that there are really nice walks and
green spaces. From the outside, it might be
perceived as a concrete jungle. Once you're
here, you realise there’'s so much more to
Thamesmead.

00

The Thamesmead Social is

open seven days a week. Follow
@TheThamesmeadSocial on
social media for more details.
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Creative kids' club
making headlines

Designhing eye-catching billboards. Helping architects design
a revamped park. Creating and printing a newspaper.

It sounds like the schedule at a
bustling creative agency, but it is
actually the work of a group of local
five to 12-year-olds. Together, this
creative collective of kids forms

The Hundred Club — and they
achieved all of those things in just

a handful of recent sessions.

Founded in 2021, The Hundred Club
is produced by TACQO!, the gallery,
cafe and event space in Cygnet
Square, and delivered by a host of
local artists, led by Ruth Beale.

“The Hundred Club is a creative
space for families to explore social
justice issues through art and play,”
said Ruth. “Art and play are the tools
to look at things the children care
about. We've done projects about
the local areq, the environment,
racism and many other topics.”

Parents and carers stay with
children throughout the creative
sessions, which have previously
included work as varied as making
a sound map of the Moorings,
clay modelling and designing
wearable artworks.

“The families are involved in these
important conversations and
parents often become technicians
to help the children build their big,

credtive ideas,” added Ruth.

“We have some families who are
really committed and have been
coming since the beginning, but we
also tend to have at least one new
family in every session.”

For a recent project, the group
worked with artists to create
billboards. The youngsters’ design
features a series of big questions
that will be posed to passers-by.

Working with Peabody, members

of The Hundred Club also gave

the all-important kids’ perspective
on plans to improve Crossway

Park. This involved exploring the
park, collecting items, taking
photographs and making rubbings.

The group then built models and
shared ideas for new features in the
park with Peabody and landscape
architects Turkington Martin. These
will be combined with feedback
from other residents and fed into a
new masterplan for the future of
the park.

The Hundred Club has also found
the time to publish a new edition
of its regular newspaper WAAAH!.
This involved the children laying
out large-scale versions of the
newspaper'’s articles, illustrations

and photos on a three-metre by
two-metre rectangle of paper on
the floor.

“It's fun because it's not like

doing a lesson,” said Alexander
Gyan-Ankwanda, a regular at The
Hundred Club Sessions. “We do arts
and crafts activities. My favourite is
making the newspaper.”

WAAAH! can cover any theme

the children feel like writing about.
Axel Statham is appointed meal
deal correspondent for this issue,
while Albie Hennessey - joining
his first session — is pushing for

a feature on Mega-Wrex, his
favourite monster truck. As well
as contributing drawings, Tara
Noryang works with illustrator
Tommy Brentnall to create
oversized journalistic props, which
keep everyone focused on the task
at hand.

Once everything is in place, the
giant pages are cut into sections,
scanned and printed. Everything
happens in one day. The new issue
rolls off the Risograph printer at
TACO! Print Studio, in Poplar Place,
just hours after the children started
work. That means it is time for the
next creative project.

Anyone aged five to 12 is welcome to join The Hundred Club. To find out
about upcoming sessions, follow @taco_yap_yippeeee on social media

or visit taco.org.uk/Hundred-Club-Coming-Up.
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Southmere
paddiesports
session is a hit

More than 60 people went
kayaking on Southmere Lake
during the Thamesmead
Festival in August.

Water sports club The Sharks hosted an
entry-level wild water race to coincide
with the flagship community event.
Festival visitors who didn't want to race
were also welcome to get out on the
water for taster sessions, and many took
the opportunity to spend time splashing
around in kayaks.

The Sharks’ base at Southmere Water
Sports Centre was completed in 2022
alongside Peabody’s £2.5m investment
in Southmere Lake. It is conveniently
located next to the festival site at
Southmere Park. That gave festival-goers
a chance to enjoy paddlesports as part
of their day.

“It was brilliant to see Southmere Lake
so busy with canoe and kayak traffic,”
said Neal Underwood, Chair of The
Sharks. “Thamesmead residents who
had never tried paddlesports before
were able to give it a go, and we're
hoping to see some of them joining
our weekly sessions.

There are more opportunities to get out
on the water throughout autumn and
winter. Kayaking sessions take place on
Southmere Lake every Saturday between
Tlam and 2pm. The price is £7 for a
45-minute session.

To stay up to date with
kayaking sessions, races and
other activities taking place

on Southmere Lake, visit
thesharks.org.uk/thamesmead
or scan the QR code below.
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Youngsters enjoy
basketbhall coaching
at revamBe'd ball court

Young people in West Thamesmead joined a free basketball
coaching session to celebrate the reopening of their local

ball court.

The rejuvenated Gallions Park ball court was
unveiled in July. The court has been resurfaced,
with new basketball hoops and football goals
installed. Higher fencing — requested by young
people to help keep balls in the court — has
been added in key locations, with lower fencing
to make the court more inviting in other places.
New seating has also been added.

Local children got the chance to try out their
new equipment under the guidance of a
professional basketball coach.

The refurbishment was carried out by Peabody
in partnership with Baylis Landscapes and
landscape architects Turkington Martin.

Sue Forsyth, Peabody’s Project Manager for
Landscape in Thamesmead, said: “It was
wonderful to see local children gather to enjoy
the improvements we've made to the ball
court. The event was also an opportunity to
thank residents for their patience while the
work was being carried out.”

The celebration included an art workshop.
Youngsters worked with architecture and
design studio make:good to design a colourful
mural that will decorate the asphalt court.

Lisa Drew, Peabody’s Senior Cultural
Programme Manager in Thamesmead, said:
“Young people in West Thamesmead have
given us some wonderful ideas of how they'd
like to see colourful, inspiring artwork used in
the ball court. We're now working on bringing
their vision for the space to life.”

The project is the latest in a series of
improvements to play areas completed by
Peabody in Thamesmead. Other examples
include the revamped ball court at Fairway
Drive, Cygnet Square play areq, the playground
at Glimpsing Green, Broadwater Green play
space and The Cage in Wolvercote Road.

- Residents

-
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Local people helped to bring a special open-air art experience
to the Tump 53 Nature Reserve in September.

The secluded beauty spot

hosted two installations exploring
the connection between humans
and nature. The two-day event,
entitled Nature Speaks, was part
of the Greenwich+Docklands
International Festival.

Thamesmead residents, including
pupils from Hawksmoor Primary
School and Windrush Primary
School, were among 500 people
who worked with artist Lorna Rees to
share stories, sounds and music for
her work Canopy.

“We worked with people in
Thamesmead to get their ideas
about trees and what they love
about this really special site, Tump
53,” explained Lorna, who also got
ecologists, tree experts, singers,
writers and artists to contribute to
the piece.

A trail of sonic seed pods — giant
upturned bowls — were suspended
around the nature reserve. Residents
and visitors followed the trail, putting
their heads inside pods to hear
various sounds.

The artist was impressed with the
location, a former Royal Arsenal

munitions store that has become
a haven for wildlife.

“It's an incredibly special site. When
you walk into this secret garden, it's
like you're having a hug in nature,”
she said.

Thamesmead photographer and
yoga coach Amanda Eatwell was
among those who contributed.

“I'm in one of the seed pods,” she
said. “It was a really great mystical
tour where you walked between
pathways and discovered pods
hanging from trees.”

The second installation, | Have No
Name by El Conde de Torrefiel, saw
residents gather to watch messages
from nature displayed on a giant
LED screen tucked away within the
nature reserve.

Over the two days, hundreds of
visitors from the town and further
afield came to Tump 53 to enjoy
the pair of artworks.

“It was really magical,” said local
mum Kate Laboda. “We were

listening to the children from the
schools in the seed pods to see if
we could hear anyone we know.”

“I think it's fantastic and | just loved
exploring through the wood,” said
resident Priscilla. “It was a bit hard in
the sense that it was nature telling
us, ‘I've been here before you, and

rn

mankind has messed up the Earth’.

“It was quite striking and the
sounds were very immersive,”

said Tyrone James, who attended
with his two children. I cycle past
Tump 53 a lot and I've never really
looked into what it is, but it's a really
nice resource.”

Thamesmead has hosted part of the
Greenwich+Docklands International
Festival every year since 2017. The
event was supported by Peabody,
the Royal Borough of Greenwich and
other partners.

£

Tump 53 is available to
schools and community

groups throughout the
year. For more information
visit thamesmeadnow.
org.uk/tump53.




Coco is best
in show

Chocolate labrador Coco
scooped top prize at the
Thamesmead Dog Show during
this year’s festival.

Judges were wowed by an impressive

run led by handler Lyla Sowden, aged five.

“The best bit was when Coco jumped
through the hoop,” said Lyla after
collecting Coco’s trophy.

Coco saw off competition from
second-placed Yorkshire terrier, Trixie,
with Kai the husky in third.

“We always knew we had it in the bag,”
joked Lyla’s dad, Will. “We've been
training all year and giving lots of treats.
| think we'll go home for a well-earned
rest for the family and a well-earned
sausage for Coco.”

The dog show is an annual festival
favourite. A large crowd gathered at the
Southmere Stage to witness the usual
mix of cuteness, comedy and chaos as
the town’s finest hounds battled it out.
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The park was bathed in glorious sunshine

as the crowd was treated to live music and
performances across four stages. Visitors also
enjoyed an eclectic mix of food, arts and crafts,
plus the ever-popular Thamesmead Dog Show.

This year's festival culminated in a sensational
set from MOBO-nominated Natalie Williams’
Soul Family. The headliners were joined on
stage by a group of guest singers who had
worked with Natalie in workshops at The Nest
Community Building.

Speaking after the performance, Natalie said:
“It was absolutely amazing. What a lovely vibe.
The setting of the festival is absolutely beautiful.
The lake and the trees, and seeing people out
there canoeing was wonderful.

“It was also really fun having the local singers
up to perform with us. It gave it a lovely little lift.”

Soul Family’s guest vocalists were not the
only local performers on the bill. An array of
talented musicians, dancers, spoken-word
performers, artists and magicians from
Thamesmead and across London showcased
their talents at the event.

Thousands of local residents and visitors from further afield
flocked to Southmere Park in August for the award-winning,
community-led Thamesmead Festival.
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Peabody funds the festival and delivers it in
partnership with renowned events producers
Serious. Lisa Drew, Peabody’s Senior Cultural
Programme Manager, said: “It was wonderful
to see so many people gather in beautiful
weather for a true celebration of music, culture
and community spirit.

“Every year, we want the Thamesmead
Festival to truly reflect the community.
That's why local people are involved in every
stage of planning the festival, and why
homegrown talent is given an opportunity to
shine alongside critically-acclaimed artists.”

Nick Sigsworth, of Tanum Sound System,
performed on the Slug Stage. The stage was
commissioned by community arts organisation
Three Rivers and programmed by young artists
with learning disabilities and autism from
Bexley charity Re-Instate.

Nick said: “Although it shouldn't be, it's quite
unique these days to have a free festival in
a public space that's really accessible and
creates an opportunity for people to meet
each other and discover new things.”

Local performers, artists, community groups and
businesses who want to get involved in next year’s

Thamesmead Festival can sign up for updates at
thamesmeadnow.org.uk/newsletter.
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Playing at your hometown
festival is beautiful

Community contributor Cassie Graves
shares her experiences of being a local
resident performing at Thamesmead
Festival.

My favourite place in the world is onstage. I've been
performing for most of my life, connecting with people
by sharing my art and vibing with the audience.

I've lived in south-east London forever. | was born in
Lewisham, grew up near Greenwich Park, spent my
childhood on Blackheath, and had my first proper
job in Woolwich. But I've built my family and life in
Thamesmead.

Combining my favourite place in the world with the
place | call home, | had the privilege of opening the
Unplugged Stage at Thamesmead Festival 2026.

It's been so cool driving, cycling and running around
the area and seeing my name everywhere on posters.
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I'll never forget coming back from a run after first
seeing my name on a banner. It meant | was getting
more excited by the day about performing in my
community.

One of my favourite things about south-east London
is how full of nature it is. It feels like the countryside
plonked in the middle of a city, and Thamesmead is
such a beautiful example of it.

Once | got settled in before showtime on festival day,

| took time to sit on the grass and take some pictures.
I was enjoying the fact | was going to be performing
facing a field of horses, with a lake full of boats behind
me and hay bales everywhere for seats. Such a
peaceful space among the bustle of the festival. It
couldn’t have been more perfect.

The weather was beautiful, the crowd were wonderful,
and the tent started filling up as soon as | started
singing. The vibes were immaculate, and | felt so
relaxed because everyone was so warm on the day.
When | finished, | got to listen to some incredible
poetry and music, and watch art being made live on
Eclectic Avenue.

I've been performing for so long, but there’s
something so beautiful about being in your
hometown, sharing your art and energy with other
people, and discovering that your community is much
wider than you might think. That's what it's all about.

Visit cassiegraves.com to listen to Cassie’s music
and find out about her upcoming shows.
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| did a slime-making
workshop. | really liked
putting in the colours,
mixing it and trying not

‘We are one’ £ Py

Thamesmead Festival visitors share their ’ _ - | 3 o “We live just around

. . i Sl Y T ' Nyt O the corner and we love
thoughts on the fun, cultural diversity and - A -, , /P TR the community feel,

togetherness of the community’s big day \ / A _ g he food and ihe vibe.
out in Southmere Park. Y [ & that there are local
= g artists and new artists
we haven't discovered
yet. It's lovely and we're
really lucky to have this
here.”
Kelly Higgins,
with daughter Sky

-
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: E “We got here specifically
“I love coming here because it's a place where - i . : - i for the dog show, but we
you meet a lot of people. The park is big enough N 7 . live locally. It's our first time

to contain a lot of people, with different cultures at the festival. It's been
coming together.”

e o3 Wy 7 prilliant. Really good fun.”
ucy Isaia ' N i Sean Cleary, with
Bekka Hudson

“We're loving it, man. The
music’s kicking it, the weather’s
kicking it and so’s the food.

I've had a lovely coconut,

and I've enjoyed my day
thoroughly!”

Daryll Carpa, with Sian Dorman

] ) RY _ . ARSI o : « "It's fun and there are
platform at the Park Stage, whicl N ¥ _ \ lots of activities.
was great because Aaron gets really , bomy ikl N ' : Isla Mustafa-Piper
“I'm enjoying the music. | like everything about the festival. The organisers excited and likes to jump up and down. '
are doing well. They are creating an environment to bring everybody It feels really safe and inclusive.”

together. With togetherness, we are one.”

Kieran Taylor-Ford, with brother
Maddie Kamara (left)

Aaron Ford and mum Effy Taylor
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Autumn events
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Warm hub offers cosiness,
community and croissants

The Moorings Sociable Club will once again
transform into a warm hub this autumn.

The community space is available as a cosy
place for residents to gather every weekday
between 9am and 5pm from November.

Once again, there will be opportunities to
take part in craft sessions, seated exercise
classes and coffee mornings. Visitors are
also welcome to use the free WiFi and
charging points, while also enjoying time
with friends and neighbours.

Khadeja Chowdhury, Peabody’s Health and
Wellbeing Projects Officer, said: “Instead of
using heating and electricity at home, local
people can spend time in a lovely warm
space and enjoy the free activities on offer
during the colder weather.”

Black History Month

Location: The Nest, Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA

Date: Wednesday 28 October

Time:10.30am-11.30am

Price: Free

Info: arena.yourlondonlibrary.net/web/
bexley/whats-on

Steelpan performer Pan Man Tony will join

the town’s Black History Month celebrations
with a session at The Nest Community Building
and Library.

Tony is bringing his Play It On Pan workshop

to the library during October half-term. He will
combine live steel pan performances with an
opportunity for children to try African drumming.

The significant role Thamesmead's Black
community has played in the town’s history will
also be recognised through the award of three
cultural commissions. The £3,000 grants are
sponsored by Peabody and awarded by the
Black Culture Collective.

Play It On Pan is suitable for children aged four
and over. Tickets will be available from the
library or online from 14 October.

The Thursday coffee morning, running
from 10am to 12pm, is expected to be one
of the most popular weekly events at the
warm hub. All residents are welcome to
call in to enjoy a free hot drink and pastry.
The refreshments are provided by funding
from the Loved & Wanted programme
(see page 3 for more details).

Location: Moorings Sociable Club,
Arnott Close, SE28 8BG

Date: Every weekday from
Monday 2 November

Time: 9am-5pm

Price: Free

Info: ThamesmeadCommunityTeam@
peabody.org.uk

Steampunk Spooktacular

Location: Crossness Pumping Station,
Bazalgette Way, SE2 9AQ

Date: Saturday 17 October and
Sunday 18 October

Time:10am-4pm

Price: From £20.37 for adults, from £27.26 for
family tickets, free for under-5s

Info: crossness.org.uk

Crossness Pumping Station’s regular steaming
days return with a Halloween twist this month.
Hop on a vintage Routemaster bus at Abbey
Wood Station, then ride the narrow-gauge
railway at Crossness to the Grade I-listed
‘cathedral of sewage”.

The historic Prince Consort steam engine will

be in action on both days, along with three
other Victorian beam engines. Enjoy a children’s
scavenger hunt, steampunk costumes and
characters, plus craft and curiosity stalls. Family
activities include competitive biscuit-eating and
cuddly toy-slinging contests.

Cygnet Square
Community Day

A day of local crafts, great food, and
family-friendly fun in the heart of Thamesmead.

Location: Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA

Date: Saturday 31 October, 28 November
and 19 December

Time:12pm-4pm

Price: Free

Info: @cygnetsquarecommunityday

Repair Cafe

Bring your small electrical appliances and
clothing along to be fixed by professionals.

Location: Sporting Club Thamesmead,
Bayliss Avenue, SE28 8NJ

Date: 31 October and 28 November

Time:12pm-3pm

Price: Free

Info: wasteteam@bexley.gov.uk

Moorings Neighbourhood
Forum

Have your say and help make a difference to
life in The Moorings and central Thamesmead.

Location: Moorings Sociable Club, Arnott
Close, SE28 8BG

Date: Monday 5 October and 30 November

Time: 6pm-7.30pm

Price: Free

Info: mooringsnf.org.uk or 07308 503480
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Regular events

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.

Time:10am-3pm

Price: Free

Info: communityhubsTM
@peabody.org.uk

@ Storytime

Enjoy stories with your pre-school age
little ones, every Monday in term time.

Time:10.15am-10.45am

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of the
library team

H CraftA

Socialise with others while working
on your own crochet, textile and fibre
arts and crafts.

Time:10.45am-12.45pm

Price: Free

Info: 020 3828 4920

A Befriending Cafe

Join Age UK for teq, a chat, games
and to meet new people.

Time: 1lam-1pm

Price: £10 per month

@® Chess Club

Casual games every Monday
with Thamesmead Chess Club.

Time: 5pm-7pm

Price: Free

Info: info@ or 07444123 550

A Rising Phoenix Fight
Academy

Muay Thai, K1 and fitness training for
children and adults.

Time: 5pm-8.30pm

Price: First session free

Info: risingphoenixfightacademy@
outlook.com

W Abbey Wood
Tennis Club

Weekly tennis classes for all age
groups.

Time: 5.30pm-7.30pm (Children),
7.30pm-8.30pm (Adults)

Price: £60 per term

Info: abbeywoodtennisclub@gmail.
com or 07835 896557

Hl Scouts

A chance for young people to

learn valuable life skills and
teamwork through fun activities,
games and challenges.

Time: 5.30pm-6.30pm (4-6 years),
6.30pm-7.30pm (6-8 years), 7.30pm-
8.30pm (8-10 years)

Info: befriendingcafes@
ageukbexley.org.uk

Price: Free for new starters
(then £15 per month)

@ Feel Good Mondays

Senior residents’ social group for over
50s organised by Listening Ears.

Time: 12pm-4pm

Price: Free

Info: feelgood @listeningears.org
or 07798 923 657

Diddi Dance

Fun dance classes for under-5s.

Location: Waterways Children’s
Centre, Southwood Road, SE28 8EZ

Time:12pm-4pm

Price: Free

Info: 020 8311 5491

@ Prestige Dance

Open dance class for children
aged 5-11.

Time: 5pm-7pm

Price: £5

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk

® Brownies & Rainbows

Arts, crafts, cooking sports and other
activities to help girls aged 4-10 learn
new skills.

Time: 5pm-7pm in term time

Price: £4

Info: 5thabbeywood
browniesrainbows@gmail.com

Info: debbie@6rgscouts.uk

Thamesmead Life

Drawing

Enjoy two hours of relaxing,
guided life drawing with a
professional live model.

Location: TACO! Print Studio,
30 Poplar Place, SE28 8BB

Time: 7pm-9pm

Price: £9 advance, £10 on the door

Info: thamesmeadlifedrawing.co.uk

® Yoga Mondays

with Rein
Community yoga classes for all
abilities and energy levels.

Location: The Nest, Cygnet Square,
SE2 9FA

Time: 7.30pm-8.30pm

Price: Free trial session

Info: freshrein.squarespace.com/
book-yoga-session

Diddi Dance

Fun dance classes for under-5s.

Location: Broadwater Hub,
Goosander Way, SE28 OER

Time: 12pm-4pm
Price: Free
Info: 020 83115491

® Healthy Walks

Take a two-and-a-half-mile walk
around Thamesmead, led by
volunteers.

Time:10am-1lam

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of the
library team

@ Coffee and Chat

Enjoy a friendly chat with other local
residents over a hot drink

and a biscuit.

Time:10am-12pm

Price:Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of the
library team

Seniors in Touch

Gentle exercise, singalongs, games,
refreshments and more fun for the
over-50s.

Location: Titmuss Avenue Baptist
Church Hall, SE28 8DJ

Time:lam-2pm
Price: £4
Info: 07957 727 955

H Seated Exercise

Get active during classes for older
adults and others with low mobility or
disabilities.

Time:12.15pm-1pm

Price: Free

Info: 020 3828 4920

@ LGBTQIA+ Drop-In

An informal get-together for
members of the LGBT community.

Time: Ipm-3pm
Price: Free
Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.co.uk

W Prestige Dance
Open dance class for children
aged 5-11.

Time: 4.15pm-5pm

Price: £6

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk




Gayzelles LGBTQIA+
Running Club

A fun way to keep fit and socialise
with other LGBTQIA people in
Thamesmead.

Location: Outside St. Benet's
Church, SE2 9EU

Time: 6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

M Hula Hooping and

Line Dancing

Join the Thamesmead Tornadoes
for two fitness classes in one.

Time: 6pm-8.15pm

Price: Free

Info: 020 81919622 or
info@camouflagecafe.co.uk

A Vibes on Vibes

Skating Session

Vibrant roller skating club for
adults.

Time: 7pm-9pm

Price: From £6

Info: wearevibesonvibes.co.uk or
07484 224983

P Laugh and Workout
High-intensity interval training
(HIT) and cardio exercise classes.
Time: 7pm-8pm

Price: First class free

Info: laughandworkout.com

Wednesday

Hl Advice Hub

Get guidance on housing,
immigration, employment,
domestic abuse and other issues.

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm

Price: Free

Info: tmadviceinschs@peabody.
org.uk or 07815 734 080

@® Toddlertime

Songs and rhymes for babies to
three-year-olds every Wednesday
in term time.

Time: 9.45am-10.15am

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of

the library team

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.
Time:10am-3pm

Price: Free

Info: communityhubsTM@
peabody.org.uk

‘ The Nest

Lakeview Court,
Central Way
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@ Sstay and Play

Playtime with toys for under 5s.
Stay and chat for the grown-ups
every Wednesday in term time.

Time:10.15am-11.15am

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Women's Wellbeing

A welcoming space for chat,
gentle stretching and meaningful
connection.

Location: Broadwater Hub,
Goosander Way, SE28 OER

Date: Fortnightly (every other
Wednesday)

Time: 12pm-2pm

Price: Free

Info: 020 3828 4920

@® Adult Craft and
Hobby Hour

A relaxing afternoon of crafting,
knitting, sewing and more, with
refreshments available.

Time: 2pm-4pm

Price: Free (suggested donation of
50p per refreshment)

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Ml Thrive Impact

Youth club for 11 to 17-year-olds to
make new friends, learn new skills
and take part in exciting activities.

Time: 4pm-7pm

Price: Free

Info: thriveimpact.co.uk

W KBT Academy of
Martial Arts

Beginners’ martial arts classes
for over-5s.

Time: 4.30pm-5.15pm

Price: £40 per month

Info: 020 8303 8549 or
kbtacademy@btconnect.com

@ SEND-ability

Skills development, socialising
and outings for children and
young people with special
educational needs and
disabilities. Term-time only.
Time: 4.30pm-6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: themorningdewfoundation
@yahoo.com

The Atrium,
Teeswater Court,

Thursday

@ Tai Chi
Sessions of the slow, free-flowing
movements of this Chinese

martial art.

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm

Price: Free

Info: ttrusty @netvigator.com

Good Life Garden

Drop in to volunteer while learning
new gardening skills.

Location: Birchmere Park, SE28 S8AL
Time:10am-4pm
Price: Free

Info: lockwoodbryan44
@yahoo.co.uk

A Befriending Cafe

Join Age UK for teq, a chat, games
and to meet new people.

Time: 1lam-1pm

Price: £10 per month

Info: befriendingcafes@

@ FBM Street Dance
Class

Enjoyable dance sessions where
7 to 11-year-olds can groove to
the beats.

Time: 4.40pm-5.25pm

Price: What you can afford

Info: fomdanceacademy
@gmail.com

Ml Learning Disability
Disco Night

Weekly disco night in a fully
accessible space.

Time: 5pm-9pm

Price:Free

Info: 020 81919622 or
info@camouflagecafe.co.uk

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.

Time:10am-3pm

ageukbexley.org.uk Price:Free
Info: communityhubsTM@
. peabody.org.uk
@ Gentle Pilates 9
Gentle pilates workout for people @ Coffee and
with disabilities or low mobility. Conversation

Time:11.45am-12.30pm

Info: 07985086788 or
rosannecorefitness@gmail.com

Love Soup Cafe

Drop in to enjoy freshly made soup
and craft sessions in a warm space.
Location: Broadwater Hub,
Goosander Way, SE28 OER

Time: 12pm-4pm
Price: Free
Info: wtecinfo2025@gmail.com

@ FBM Ballet Class

Ballet class for little dancers
aged four to six.

Time: 4pm-4.35pm
Price: What you can afford

Info: fomdanceacademy
@gmail.com

The Moorings Jubilee Community
Sociable Club Centre

Socialise in a relaxed environment,
with board games available.
Time:10am-12pm

Price:Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Thamesmead Shed

Join group DIY projects — and build
friendships at the same time.
Term-time only.

Location: Birchmere Community
Hub, Birchmere Park, SE28 8AL

Time:Tlam-4pm

Price: Free

Info: thamesmeadshed
@gmail.com

® Thamesmead Library
Reading Group

Discuss and review a nominated
book in a relaxed setting. Last
Friday of the month.

Time: 2pm-3.30pm

Price:Free

Info:: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Sporting Club
Thamesmead
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@ Colouring Club

An afternoon of colouring for ages
four and over.

Date: Every Friday in term time

Time: 4pm-5pm

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

A ASG Boxing Academy

Get fit, build your confidence and
learn the art of boxing.

Time: 5pm-5.50pm (11-13 years)
6pm-6.50pm (14-18 yearsg

Price: £30 per month

Info: bookingsactivesportsgroup.
org.uk or 07714 852528

W Bollywood
Community Dance Club

Beginner-friendly, inclusive and
fun Bollywood-themed dance
class for all ages.

Time: 5.30pm-6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: 07999 436701

W Charlton Athletic
Community Trust
Premier League Kicks

Free football sessions for boys and
girls aged 8-18 of any ability.

Time: 6pm-8pm

Price: Free

Info: Joshua.Eales@cact.org.uk

@® Dynamix Dance
Sessions

Street dance, Afro-beat and more
for 5 to 18-year-olds.

Time: 6pm-8pm

Price: £10 (free first session)

Info: dynamix_dancerz@outlook.
com or 07958 397083

H LGBTQIA+ Tabletop
RPG Night

Regular games night for role-
playing games, including Dungeon
Crawl Classics, ‘Til The Last Gasp
and Mausritter. Every other Friday

Time: 6pm

Price: £1 suggested donation

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

thamesmeadnow.org.uk | Page 17

W Acro Dance

Combining dance technique and
acrobatics for over bs.

Time: 9.15am-10.15am
Price: £5

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk

Family Fun Kayaking
Sessions

Kayaking fun on Southmere Lake
with stable single and double
kayaks.

Location: Southmere Water
Sports & Activity Centre, SE2 9AN

Date: Every Saturday
Time:10am-1pm
Price: £6

Info 07951770241 or
thamesmead@thesharks.org.uk

A Vibes on Vibes

Skating Session

Vibrant roller skating club for
children and adults.

Time: 10am-1lam
Price: From £6

Info wearevibesonvibes.co.uk or
07484 224983

LGBTQIA+ Coffee Brunch

Relaxed coffee brunch to connect
with other LGBTQIA+ people in the
local area. Every first Saturday of
the month

Location: Thamesmead Social,
Lakeside Centre SE2 9AN

Time:lam-2pm
Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

@® Read With Me

One-to-one 10-minute reading
sessions for primary school children.

Time: lam-12pm
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of

the library team

@ Lego Club

Build big, bright and better with
your buddies. For 7 to 11-year-olds.

Time:12pm-2pm
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

A ASG Boxing Academy

Get fit, build your confidence and
learn the art of boxing.

Time: 12.30pm-1.20pm (6-10 years)
1.30pm-2.20pm (11-13 years)
2.30pm-3.20pm (14-18 years)
Price: £30 per month

Info: bookings@
activesportsgroup.org.uk

B Queer Craft Club

Monthly craft session with LGBT+
Thamesmead.

Date: Fourth Sunday of the
month

Time:10.30am-12.30pm
Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

LGBTQIA+
Woodland Walk

Inclusive stroll through Lesnes
Abbey Woods with LGBT+
Thamesmead.

Location: Chestnuts Kiosk,
Lesnes Abbey Woods

Date: Fourth Sunday of the
month

Time:10.30am-12pm
Price:Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

W Self-Defence Class

Join this free self-defence class,
suitable for all skill levels.

Location: Sporting Club
Thamesmead, Bayliss Avenue,
SE28 8NJ

Date: Every Sunday
Time:12pm-2pm
Price: Free

Info: 020 3828 4920

Visit
thamesmeadnow.
org.uk/whats-on
for more events

To suggest your event
or activity for inclusion
in What's On, email
thamesmeadnow@
peabody.org.uk.

All information is correct
at the time of printing.

Getinvolved

Peabody Business
Forum

Networking and events

for aspiring and existing
business owners, startups and
community organisations. Email
businessready@peabody.org.uk
for upcoming events.

Thamesmead
Culture Forum

Regular updates on culture in
and around Thamesmead. Email
lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk to join
the mailing list.

Meet your
representatives

Councillors from Greenwich

and Bexley councils, and

the Member of Parlioment

for Erith and Thamesmead,
Abena Oppong-Asare, hold
regular surgeries. These are
opportunities for people to meet
them to raise any issues they
are facing.

Thamesmead
Moorings, Greenwich
Councillor Averil Lekau and
Councillor Femi Solola
Appointments:

averil.lekau
@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

femi.solola@royalgreenwich.
gov.uk

West Thamesmead,
Greenwich

Councillor Nathan Baffour-
Awuah and Councillor
Jahdia Spencer

Appointments:

nathan.baffour-awuah@
royalgreenwich.gov.uk

jahdia.spencer@royalgreenwich.
gov.uk

Thamesmead East,
Bexley

Councillor Zainab Asunramu,
Councillor Larry Ferguson and
Councillor Abi Johnson

Appointments:

councillor.zainab.asunramu
@bexley.gov.uk

councillor.larry.ferguson
@bexley.gov.uk

cllir.abijohnson@bexley.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Abena Oppong-Asare MP

Appointments:

abena.oppongasare.mp
@parliament.uk




Pratik makes perfect
for acareerin
construction

A university student has secured

work in the construction industry
following a successful placement
in Thamesmead.

Pratik Hulgutte has taken on different
roles on building sites while completing
his master’'s degree in business
management at Queen Mary University
of London.

His employment opportunities increased
after he completed an eight-week
construction course with YouthBuild
Ventures UK, in Titmuss Avenue. This
was followed by more hands-on work
experience at Lombard Square, in West
Thamesmead, where Peabody and
Berkeley are building 1,964 new homes.
Pratik secured the placement after
attending the Thamesmead Youth

Job Fair.

“The placement has helped me to be
more confident when speaking during
interviews and on site,” explained Pratik,
who previously studied civil engineering
in his native India. “l was shadowing

the site manager at Lombard Square.
After | informed him that | was a trained
civil engineer, he made sure | got the
right amount of knowledge from the
placement.”

Pratik’s colleagues at Lombard

Square encouraged him to apply

for a Construction Skills Certification
Scheme card to find more employment
opportunities. Along with his newfound
confidence, this has helped him secure
jobs on other construction sites.

More than 700 new homes have already
been completed at Lombard Square.
The development will provide a mix

of homes, including 39% affordable
homes. It is also expected to create
more than 180 permanent jobs in 47,000
sq ft of light industrial, commercial and
employment space.

Join the jobs bulletin newsletter for
updates on apprenticeships and
other employment opportunities with
Peabody and their partners. Search
‘Peabody jobs bulletin’ or scan the QR
code for more details.
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Trailblazing Thamesmead
dance sessions go global

An experimental dance project that started in Thamesmead
is now being used in nurseries, schools and universities

around the world.

Dancing with Dr E encourages children and
teachers to work together to create dance
routines. It was started by former resident Dr
Evgenia Theodotou.

The project, which received a grant from the
Thamesmead Community Fund in December
2023, was a big hit with pupils and teachers at
local schools.

Evgenia, a Senior Lecturer in Early Childhood
Studies at the University of East London,
published a research paper detailing her work
in Thamesmead. Her findings that sessions
increase children’s confidence, agency and
independent thinking have been noted by
educators worldwide.

Schools in Greece, Turkey, Romania and Albania,
along with nurseries in Nigeria and Ghana, have
already started Dancing with Dr E sessions.
There are plans to introduce them to Abu Dhabi
and Mexico.

Universities have also used sessions to improve
students’ professional development, increase
confidence and reduce anxiety.

“I'm really grateful that the Thamesmead
Community Fund believed in my idea at

the beginning and funded my project,” said
Evgenia. “We did it in a small community in
Thamesmead, but now it has the potential

to influence a big number of practitioners,
professionals, students and children all over the
world. The sky is the limit right now.”

Peabody has invested more than £450,000 in
164 local projects through the Thamesmead
Community Fund since it opened in 2018. The
funding comes from the Peabody Community
Foundation and income Peabody receives when
Thamesmead is used as a filming location.

Fund open for £3k grants

The Thamesmead Community Fund is now open. Grants of up to
£3,000 are available for cultural or community projects that benefit

Thamesmead's residents. Applications close on Monday 19 October.
Scan the QR code or visit thamesmeadnow.org.uk/thamesmead-
community-fund/ for more information.
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A West Thamesmead resident has quit
a corporate role with a sushi business to

open her own tattoo studio.

Sarah Abbott had been working as
personal assistant to the Japanese
food business’ board of directors for
10 years when she decided to make
the jump to self-employment in
January.

“I'd been doing different beauty
treatments as a side hustle for
many years, and for the past two
years have focused on tattooing,”
explained Sarah. “I'm quite a
creative person and tattooing has
become a really positive way of
using those skills professionally.”

A milestone birthday was the
decisive push Sarah needed to
give up her day job and pursue her
passion project full time.

She said: “At the beginning of the
year, I'd just turned 30 and | knew it
was now or never. I'd been working
9am-5pm in a corporate world and
doing tattooing in the evenings and
weekends. | wanted to change that,

so that | do the work | love during
daytime hours and hopefully get
some time back for friendships and
socialising.

“It is hard work being self-employed,
and | don't know anybody else
who's self-employed. They're all in
jobs similar to what | used to do,

so | do feel like a bit of a lone wolf
sometimes.”

Having opened her studio, House of
Saz, in Gunnery House, Royal Arsenal,
in March, Sarah is starting to see the
fruits of her efforts.

“It's been a bit of a whirlwind getting
started and a lot of questioning
whether I've done the right thing, but
the business is now starting to build
momentum,” she revealed.

Sarah, who specialises in
fine-line tattooing, offers tattoo
sessions by appointment.

Visit houseofsaz.as.me to make
a booking.

Get business support

To get support stepping into self-employment or starting

a business like Sarah, email businessready @peabody.
org.uk. There is a wide range of support available for new
and existing businesses.

Repair cafe stops
loads of waste

More than 120kg of broken
household items have been
saved from being thrown
away thanks to the town'’s
Repair Cafe.

Professional repairers and local
volunteers also prevented an
estimated 880kg in carbon dioxide
emissions by fixing small electrical
items. Those figures do not include
textile items and jewellery repaired
since the project started in February.

One local resident, who had a broken
necklace repaired, said: “The fixer
shortened and repaired the necklace,
and with the spare piece made a
matching bracelet and drop earrings.
I was thrilled and so pleased to be
able to wear the necklace again and
not have to put it in the rubbish.”

Laptops, blenders and small
lawnmowers are among the other
items to have been fixed so far.

“Sometimes a complex repair isn't
needed,” said Josie Ball from The
Restart Project, which carries out
many of the repairs with a team of
volunteers. “We've fixed a portable
radio by removing rust around the
battery, and fixed hoovers and sewing
machines just by cleaning them.”

The Repair Cafe is organised by
the London Borough of Bexley in
partnership with Peabody and the
Cory Group.

“It's fantastic that this project is
helping residents to save money and
prevent items that can be fixed from
being thrown away,” Andrea Cornwell,
Waste and Recycling Officer at the
London Borough of Bexley. “But these
are also community events, and we're
pleased that they are bringing people
in Thamesmead together.”

The next Repair Cafe events will be
held at Sporting Club Thamesmead
on Saturday 31 October and

28 November. To book a repair slot,
visit bit.ly/thamesmeadrepair or
scan the QR code below.
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Something for
everyone at
festival

This year's Thamesmead Festival
has been hailed as the most inclusive
edition to date.

The town'’s flagship cultural event included
a dedicated sensory zone and a stage
programmed by young adults with autism
and learning difficulties. A diverse mix of
performers, community groups, creative
workshops and kids’ activities also provided
entertainment across Southmere Park.

“My daughter did a fossil dig, we went to the
sensory tent and we built atmospheric music
in the soundscape,” said festival-goer Javene
Piper. “It's a free festival, so it's really accessible
for families and very family friendly. It's well laid
out, so there’'s something for everybody.”

Full festival coverage page 10




