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Find out
what’s
happening

There are lots of ways to keep up
to date with news, events and
activities in Thamesmead.
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Visit our website
For all the latest updates, keep an eye on
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
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Connect on social media
Follow @ThamesmeadLDN on Facebook
and @ThamesmeadNow on Instagram.
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Get our monthly newsletter
Sign up at www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/
contact-us
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Ask a question
Email thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk
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Speak to someone

We're happy to meet you at

The Nest Community Building and Library,
3 Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA for a chat.

Email thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk
to make an appointment.
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Explore new homes
Interested in buying a new home in
Thamesmead? Register your interest at

peabodynewhomes.co.uk and we'll be
in touch.
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Get ready for the
sounds of summer

It's summertimein
Thamesmead. That means
sunshine, blue skies and, of
course, the Thamesmead
Festival.

The town will gather in Southmere Park

for our flagship community-led event on
Saturday 8 August — and | can’t wait! The
local people who work so hard to help

plan the festival have handpicked some
fantastic homegrown talent to entertain us
on four stages. Gospel, drum and bass, soul,
punk-pop, rap.. you name it, we've got it.
Check out the festival preview to pick out
your must-sees (page 10).

And there’s still time for you to secure a slot
performing on the Park Stage. Headliners
Natalie Williams’ Soul Family are looking for
talented local singers to join them on stage
during their set (page 10). Perhaps Jaylan,
Sporting Club Thamesmead's musical
barman, will be tempted to apply (page 6).

The incredible sounds don't stop with

the music. Artist Adam Moore is creating

a unigue Thamesmead soundscape to
accompany the sculpture he is creating
for the festival. He wants residents to share
their recordings to become part of the
audio adventure (page n.

There will be more magical sounds later
in the summer when giant upturned bowls
— sonic seed pods — will be suspended in
the Tump 53 Nature Reserve (page 13)

as part of Greenwich+Docklands
International Festival.
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They'll share stories and songs celebrating

the relationship between humans and trees

with visitors. As the hardy campers who
spent the night sleeping at Tump 39 for

International Dawn Chorus Day can confirm,

Thamesmead's wildlife can create some
impressive noises of its own (page 9).

There’s also been the sound of drilling and
hammering as finishing touches were
applied to new businesses (page 3) in

Cygnet Square and homes nearby (page 4).

You can enjoy these stories and many
more in this issue of Talk of Thamesmead.
All'in all, it sounds like we're in for a great
summer. If you’re coming to the festival,
make sure to say hello!

Lisa Drew
Peabody’s Senior Cultural Programme
Manager in Thamesmead

Become a
contributor

Share your stories and photos with
the rest of the community. Email
thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk
with your ideas.
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New businesses flock
to Cygnet Square

South Thamesmead
has welcomed a trio of
new businesses after a
flurry of activity in the
commercial spaces
around Cygnet Square.

A hair salon and a pharmacy have
moved into their premises in recent
weeks, while craft beer venue Bouldr
Bar is completing a full fit-out and
opening its new kitchen.

Unisex hair, beauty and aesthetics
chain Rush&Ry is now open in Nest
Place. Husband and wife team,
Naveen Gautam and Chaitali Bose,
already run salons in Deptford,
Greenwich and Finsbury Park.

Naveen explained: “We have 25,000
clients on our books - including
people from Thamesmead, Abbey
Wood, Bexleyheath and the
surrounding areas — and we can't
find enough slots for them all.

“We wanted to open a new salon
and it's a nice location, next to

the lake and very peaceful. It's a
place where | can see the business
growing and where we can help
local people.

“While we were fitting out the salon,
quite a few people popped their
heads in and asked when we were

opening because they were looking
for somewhere local to get their
hair cut.”

Across the square, in Wagtail Walk,
Osbon Pharmacy, formerly known
as Brownes Chemist, has made the
short move from its old store on
Yarnton Way to its new home.

The pharmacy is now opposite
Lakeside Medical Centre, making
it easier for residents to pick up
NHS prescriptions after leaving
appointments. It also offers
healthcare advice and a range
of over-the-counter medications,
vitamins and first aid supplies.

“We hope to serve the community

in Thamesmead to the best of our
abilities,” said owner Danny Osbon.
“We're not new to the town butit'sa
new location for us. It's early days but

we hope we're going to be busy here.”

Counter assistant Sharon O'Donnell
confirmed that the pharmacy has
been busy since opening its doors.

On Cygnet Square itself, Bouldr
Bar is preparing to unveil its new
interior, install its kitchen and start
serving from a wider menu.

“We can't wait,” said owner Stacey
Ayeh. “I've been a resident of
Thamesmead for 25 years and
having a new, independent bar is
quite exciting for the town.

“l was always complaining and
waiting for someone to open a
place like this, and then | had a
lightbulb moment and realised that,
after working in the drinks industry
for 25 years, it was me who had the
experience to do it.”

The beers available on tap are
mainly from Stacey’s Rock Leopard
craft brewery, with a selection

of other beers and ciders from
independent producers across the
country.

“It's fantastic to have new
businesses opening in Cygnet
Square in quick succession,” said
Dan Sherlock, Peabody’s Senior
Regeneration Manager. “We're
delighted to have Rush&Ry, Osbon
Pharmacy and Bouldr Bar offering
their services to Thamesmead
residents, and we wish all the
businesses every success.”

All three new businesses have
moved into commercial spaces
created by Peabody as part of its
seven-phase masterplan for
South Thamesmead.

The square is already home to
Anytime Fitness, Abbeywood Dental
Practice and the TACO! cafe, gallery
and event space. More businesses
and services will be opening in
neighbouring units in the future.




Young people
shaping their
neighbourhood
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More than 100 local people

have played their part in
building Redstart House and the
neighbouring blocks.

Developer Lovell Partnerships, which

is working with Peabody to build the
new homes, has provided 106 work
experience placements and had 32
apprentices working on the site to date.

More young people are expected to
have opportunities to develop skills and
build experience on the site before the
end of the year.

Mary Parsons, Director of Regeneration
at Lovell, said: “The completion

of Redstart House is an exciting
milestone for everyone involved in

this development, including the local
apprentices who are a key part of the
Lovell team.

“We're delighted to see residents
moving in. We look forward to
continuing our partnership with
Peabody and local people to
revitalise this wonderful part of South
Thamesmead.”

Lovell has also sponsored a range
of community initiatives, including
Peabody’s flagship annual Thamesmead
Festival, while working in the town.

Get new jobs and training opportunities
sent straight to your inbox by joining
Peabody’s fortnightly jobs bulletin.

To sign up, email
employment.training@peabody.org.uk.
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Residents move into
new social rent homes

Dozens of local families
have moved into new
affordable homes in South
Thamesmead.

Residents are now settling into Redstart
House, the first of the new buildings alongside
Southmere Lake to be completed. The block
includes 48 homes for social rent, with a mix
of one-, two- and three-bedroom apartments
and maisonettes available.

One of the new residents, Levi Rothwell, has
moved into a two-bedroom apartment with
his partner and their nine-month-old baby.

“It's been really good,” said Levi. “The area is
nice, our flat is really nice and it's somewhere
you feel like you can raise a baby.”

The new homes are next to the community
building and library, gym, bar, cafe and

art gallery, dentist, hair salon and other
commercial units in Cygnet Square. The
popular Lakeside Centre, with its cafe and
artists’ studios, is just around the lake shore,
while Abbey Wood Station — with access to the

Elizabeth Line and Thameslink — is a 10-minute
walk away.

“These new homes offer so much to
residents: outstanding views, great facilities
and wonderful shared spaces right on the
doorstep,” said David Llewellyn, Director of
Development at Peabody.

“South Thamesmead is a prime example of
a sustainable neighbourhood - somewhere
that will benefit people now and for years to
come. We hope everyone settles in well and
thoroughly enjoys their time here.”

Redstart House is part of phase two of
Peabody’s seven-phase regeneration
masterplan for South Thamesmead. Of the 329
homes being built by developer Lovell in this
phase, 42 per cent will be affordable. All the
homes are due to be ready by the end of 2026,
with blocks of flats and rows of townhouses
opening gradually throughout the year.

A total of 2,800 homes will be built over all
seven phases of the regeneration. It is a key
part of Peabody’s long-term plan to improve,
grow and look after Thamesmead.
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sSupacell directors
talk to local talent

Crew members from Supacell, the hit Netflix series filmed
in Thamesmead, have been offering industry insights to

local people.

Director Koby Adom and Shadow Director
Akwasi Poku shared tips with budding creatives
at The Nest Community Building. They also
spoke about their experiences of filming in the
town during a talk at the end of May.

It was familiar surroundings for Koby, who had
hosted his wife’s baby shower at The Nest a few
weeks earlier. Having grown up in Clydesdale
House, on Kale Road, he was also in his
hometown while filming Supacell. The popular
sci-fi show explores the stories of a group of
Black people in south London who develop
superpowers because of sickle cell disease.

“I grew up really close to where the Tower Boys’
estate is in Supacell, and | used to play football
in The Cage, so it was funny that | was shooting
there. It was a full-circle moment,” said Koby,
who has also directed episodes of Top Boy for
Netflix and BBC series Noughts + Crosses and
Dreaming Whilst Black.

“I got to show off my area a little bit to all the
crew and cast. We'd be shooting at The Cage,
and I'd see people | grew up with going past on
bikes. It was a very nice feeling talking to people
I've known since | was a child and just being like,
‘yveah, we're here shooting with Netflix, man'.”

Akwasi was a regular visitor to Thamesmead
growing up because friends from Crown Woods
School in Eltham - now the Leigh Stationers’
Academy - lived in the town.

“I saw the old Thamesmead, and to see it
change has been interesting. Some of it is still
there in the Misfits blocks — although they're
probably the Supacell blocks now!” he said.
“One of the best moments was seeing the cast
and crew, all from south London, reflecting the
area and capturing the scenes on a great
Netflix budget.”

Koby's next project focuses even more heavily
on the town. He has written the script for a film
called SE28, a period drama based on his life as
a teenager in Thamesmead.

“It's the only place where you can have blocks
on one side of the street and across the other
side there’s a Traveller community and horses
grazing. You don't see that anywhere else —
that's why | like this areq,” he said.

“I want people to see that it's a proper
community in Thamesmead. Everything I've ever
made has been influenced by that, and my aim
is to ampilify the voices from around here.”

Film and TV shoots in Thamesmead

are managed by FilmFixer on behalf of
Peabody, with income going straight into the
Thamesmead Community Fund. This money

is then awarded as small grants to local
community and cultural projects that benefit
people living in the town. A panel of local people
decides which projects should get support.

“"Having productions like Supacell shooting in
Thamesmead not only puts the town on the
map but also funds grassroots projects in the
community,” said Lisa Drew Peabody'’s Senior
Cultural Programme Manager in Thamesmead.

“It also creates opportunities for local people to
break into the industry, and Koby and Akwasi
were both very generous in sharing a lot of
practical advice with residents at the event.”

Scan the QR code to
find out more about

the Thamesmead
Community Fund.

Sickle cell
prevalence ‘high’
in Thamesmead

Away from the supernatural
drama of Supacell, someone
who knows all about the daily
realities of living with sickle
cell is Thamesmead resident
Jaudat Alogba.

Alongside her role as Peabody’s Children
and Families Project Officer in the town,
she also runs Sickle Cell Sister CIC.

“There is a high prevalence of people
living with sickle cell in Thamesmead,

so having the show filmed here was
encouraging in terms of increasing
recognition,” said Jaudat. “It's a hereditary
disease, so | had it from birth, but | only
really became aware of it in Year 6

of school.

“"When my class was going swimming and
| was left behind to repeat a maths lesson
with another class, it felt quite isolating.
As a child, you don’'t have the full depth

of understanding as to why you're being
excluded in that way.”

People living with sickle cell produce
unusually shaped red blood cells. These
cells don't live as long as typical blood
cells and can block blood vessels.
Symptoms of the disease include painful
episodes, increased risk of serious
infections and anaemia.

Jaudat has visited Parkway Primary
School, in Alsike Road, to train teachers
on how living with sickle cell can affect
a child’s education. She has also shared
insights with her Peabody colleagues to
help them understand how symptoms
could impact her work.

Follow Jaudat’s work raising awareness
of sickle cell and empowering those
living with the condition at instagram.
com/sicklecellsister.



Pulling pints keeps
Jaylan jamming

A budding musicianis using
his work at a bar in the town
to help his band make their
breakthrough.

When he isn't playing guitar for
punk-pop group Parking Lot Lovers,
Jaylan Beckles can be found working
at Unity Lounge and Bar at Sporting
Club Thamesmead.

The 19-year-old came through a
skills development programme run
by 2inspire Academy CIC. It uses the
Bayliss Avenue venue and its other
community space, Cygnet Square
Community Day, to offer employment
and training to young people.

“I'm quite fortunate to have this
opportunity,” said Jaylan. “For people
my age, it can be hard to get a job. I'm
happy to be building my experience.”

Since landing the job in June 2025,
Jaylan has been promoted to become
a senior staff member and is now
entrusted with more duties.

He typically works in the bar on
Saturdays for Erith Town and Sporting
Club Thamesmead FC games, and
keeps the youth teams refreshed after
their Sunday training sessions.

That keeps Jaylan free for evening
gigs, while his wages also go towards
supporting his music career.

“My role has allowed me to fund my
journey as a young musician. I've been
able to put money into a rehearsal
space as well as equipment,” he said.
“We play shows in and around London,
and it's going fairly well for us at the
moment.

“At the same time, it's helping me build
valuable skills and strengthen my CV.”

Scan the QR code to stay up
to date with the latest jobs
and training opportunities
in Thamesmead.
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Being a diplomat feels
daunting — but do it!

A few weeks ago, | stepped out of my sixth form
classroom and into the world of geopolitics.

I quickly realised that my words were no longer
just contributions to a lesson, but tools with
genuine influence.

Surrounded by students from across the UK
and beyond, | found myself immersed in a
fast-paced and intellectually demanding
environment unlike anything | had experienced
before. Although I initially felt intimidated by
the unfamiliarity of it all, | soon discovered that
the Model United Nations (MUN) was far more
welcoming — and far more transformative -
than | had imagined.

After learning about the opportunity from my
A-level politics teacher, what initially attracted
me to the MUN was representing a country

and engaging directly with real-world global
issues that affect us every day. | wanted to build
crucial advocacy and diplomatic skills because
| believe it is important to be confident in voicing
both my own opinions and the perspectives

of others.

Beyond this, | saw it as a key pathway to assist
me in my journey to study and practice law.
Here, | was given the chance to role-play a
diplomat, which opened my eyes to the real-
world impact that political decisions can have
on society.

Coming into my first conference, | felt nervous
because | did not know what to expect. The rules
and procedures made me feel that the process
of being a diplomat would be daunting, but this
quickly proved not to be the case. The dais, or
chair of the committee, was very forgiving.

Woolwich Polytechnic
School for Boys student
Islam Magid shares

his experiences of
joining the Model United
Nations, where students
role-play to tackle
global issues just like
the real UN.

| was briefed on the rules and procedures again,
which made me realise that the MUN was far
more approachable than | had expected.

Having been assigned as Japan’s diplomat,

| built a well-structured stance for my country
and a strategy that reflected its interests. |

then worked within a bloc built on compromise
and cooperation, while also understanding

the importance of advancing my nation’s
ambitions. This delicate balance ultimately
proved successful. | played a key role in drafting
a resolution that greatly advanced my country’s
core concerns.

This taught me that active engagement and
preparation matter more than experience. If you
have properly researched what you are going
to do, which in this case was representing a
country, then there is little reason to assume
that you will struggle.

I now know | can build my confidence in
environments where | don't initially feel
comfortable simply by putting myself out
there. Anyone in secondary school or sixth
form in Thamesmead should not feel that this
experience is out of reach. Before attending, |
assumed that many of the delegates would
already be highly experienced or naturally
confident speakers, but | quickly found out that
the MUN is extremely welcoming to beginners.

Working alongside peers towards the shared
goal of passing a resolution is both challenging
and rewarding. The experience is not only
educational, but also enjoyable. Students from
our area do belong in these spaces.

Find out more about the Model United Nations
that Islam took part in by visiting limun.org.uk

or scanning the QR code.
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With school nearly out
for the summer, social
enterprise Divine Buzz
is helping many local
families manage the
break in routine and the
childcare juggling act.

The community interest company will
host its popular Holiday Activities and
Food (HAF) programme four days a
week for four weeks over the summer
holidays. Children can come along

to enjoy breakfast, lunch and healthy
snacks, plus a range of fun activities.

Many of the youngsters attending

will be in familiar surroundings. Divine
Buzz hosts more than 100 children

at St Paul’'s Church, Bentham Road,
every Tuesday and Thursday as part
of its regular term-time programme.
They come along to play sports, get
tuition and take part in skills-building
activities, all overseen by a team of
20 staff and volunteers.

What started as a women'’s exercise
class during the Covid-19 pandemic
has become a big operation. As
lockdown eased, Ellen Otchere, Divine
Buzz's Managing Director, realised
that many of the women from her
classes suddenly had fresh childcare
challenges to contend with.

A grant from Peabody’s
Thamesmead Community Fund gave
Ellen a solid foundation on which to
maintain her women'’s group while
she launched children’s activities.

“The grant was what helped
everything take off for us,” said Ellen.
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“We started the after-school club,
which is free for everybody to attend.
Children kept coming, then telling
their friends at school, and more
kept coming!”

The grant was topped up with
funding from other organisations
and modest fees from the women’s
exercise classes, which enabled
Ellen to buy sewing machines and
other equipment.

From that platform, Divine Buzz
secured five years’ funding from the
National Lottery Community Fund.

“It has improved everything,”
revealed Ellen. “It means we can help
more families, but also pay people
for their hard work instead of relying
only on volunteers.”

Despite its impressive growth, Divine
Buzz's roots are never too far away.
The women's activities are still
going strong, with weekly aerobics,
swimming and sewing sessions, as
well as social outings.

“We started to help women get out,
get some exercise, form friendships,
make connections and find jobs,”
said Ellen. “Sometimes I'm walking
down the street and I'll see women
together who | know met each other
through Divine Buzz. | just smile to
myself because | know how that
friendship started.”

The good news is that the next
generation of friendships are already
starting to form.

“It's fun and you get to meet new
friends,” said Iradah Fasoro, aged 10,
who attends the after-school club.
“I like the sewing.”

“I've been coming for three or four
years,” added 11-year-old Blessed
Onubuike. “I like that we're able to
come outside and play basketball,
skipping and hula-hoops. But I've
also learnt new things in my maths
and English.”

Visit divinebuzz.co.uk
to find out more about
the activities it runs.
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Fountains make
a splash with kids

Local families are enjoying the
fountains in Cygnet Square as a
way to safely cool down during
warmer weather.

The refreshing sprays of water are
proving to be the perfect way to play on
a sunny day.

Mum-of-two Jaezzle Rinon brought her
children to play in the fountains. Gabriel,
aged seven, and one-year-old Arielle
both enjoy splashing in Cygnet Square.

“My kids love playing there,” said Jaezzle.

The fountains are directly in front of
the entrance to The Nest Community
Building and Library.

Sharks launch
family fun

mornlngs
Itis now easier for local families
to get out on the water with new

sit-on-top kayaks available on
Southmere Lake.

Paddlesports club The Sharks has taken
delivery of the new boats for its Saturday
morning family sessions.

Giles Brunning, The Sharks’ Lead Coach

in Thamesmead, said: “These boats are
fantastic for people with no experience to
come down to the lake and have fun with
friends and family.

“They are very stable and unlikely to
capsize, so they're ideal for just turning up
and having a go.”

The Sharks’ Saturday morning family fun
sessions launched in June. With single
and double kayaks available, friends and
family can share a boat or paddle side by
side in their own boat.

Sessions cost £6 per person and run from
10am to Ipm. All participants are given a
buoyancy aid to wear.

The Sharks will launch a midweek
summer holiday programme for
children and parents in August.
For more information about any of
the paddling sessions, email
thamesmead@thesharks.org.uk.
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Although they might look inviting during good
weather, the town'’s lakes and canals can still
be dangerous.

Jack Gower, Peabody’s Landscape Activation
Manager in Thamesmead, said: “When the
sun is shining on the town, it might seem
tempting to go for a dip — but please don't
swim in open water.

“Even in a heatwave, the water is still very cold
and can cause cold water shock. There might

also be hidden hazards under the surface that
you can't see.

“Anyone who falls in or becomes tired after
entering the water should stay calm, float on
their back and call for help. If you see someone
in trouble in the water, call 999 immediately.”

Learn water
safety skills

Not all water incidents start with
someone going for a swim. Many of those
who get into trouble have no intention of
entering the water, according to the
Black Swimming Association.

The non-profit organisation, which
works to raise awareness of water
safety, says that the dangers of open
water disproportionately impact African,
Caribbean and Asian communities.
Residents interested in increasing

their water safety skills can contact
localengagement@thebsa.co.uk.

Stay water safe
this summer

Residents are being urged to avoid the temptation to cool off
by entering Thamesmead'’s waterways this summer.

With most serious incidents involving water
happening when there is no professional
supervision, Jack is directing local people
who want to enjoy the water towards the
watersports programme run by The Sharks.

As well as offering refreshing paddles on
Southmere Lake up to five days a week through
the summer, the paddlesports club runs
supervised open water swimming sessions on
Birchmere Lake.

For more details on
The Sharks’ open water

swimming programme, email
swimming@thesharks.org.uk

If you become tired after entering
open water:

STAY
CALM

FLOAT ON
YOUR BACK

CALLFOR
HELP
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Campers track wildlife
at hidden nature spot

Local people recently
got closer to nature
during a sleepover at
an urban wilderness in
North Thamesmead.

The group bedded down at Tump 39,
off Watersmeet Way, for Zoépcamp,
an event celebrating International
Dawn Chorus Day in May

Tump 39 recently became the UK's
first Zodp. This involved appointing
an independent Speaker for

the Living to represent animails,
plants and other living things in all
decisions made about the site.

Friends of Tump 39 chose
ornithological investigator JD Swann
for the role. He led a bat-detecting
session at Zodpcamp. Visitors tuned
into the frequencies of the creature
once known as the flittermouse.

The event also included a DIY
soil-testing workshop. Participants
discovered stories from Tump 39's
past hidden in the soil, working
alongside ecological and alternative
sanitation co-op, Compost Mentis.

The group then gathered around
the campfire for a meal and toasted
marshmallows, before settling down
for the night in tents.

There was a very early start for some,
including JD who was up from 3am
to share a livestream of Tump 39's
dawn chorus with a global audience.

“It all went well and we saw a

lot of interesting wildlife,” said JD.
“We experienced six different species
of bat, including the noctule, the

UK'’s largest bat.

“There were around 30 of us in total,
some who camped out all night
and others who chose to go to their
own beds at 1lpm and return around
5am. It was a great experience for
children and everyone else who got
involved.”

Zobpcamp was organised by

Three Rivers Bexley — a community
arts and ecology organisation
supported by Peabody — and the
Friends of Tump 39 voluntary group.
Together, they are transforming the
former Royal Arsenal munitions site
into a haven for arts and ecology.

To get involved in future events, scan

the QR code to join Friends of Tump 39.

Geese walk to
Thamesmead
from Plumstead
Common
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A family of Egyptian geese
braved a perilous journey
along busy roads to find a
new home in Thamesmead.

Mother goose, dad and their
goslings decided to leave The
Slade, on Plumstead Common,
for a move to Gallions Park in
Whinchat Road. The parents were
perhaps enticed by the prospect
of their little ones enjoying the
refurbished ball court and multi-
use games areaq, which reopened
in June.

The geese were initially escorted
back to the pond at The

Slade by volunteers from the
Greenwich Wildlife Network but,
determined to start a new life in
Thamesmead, immediately set
off again.

After leaving Plumstead
Common for the second time,
the geese journeyed north on
Lakedale Road and then White
Hart Road.

Eyewitness Cliff Mann spotted
the gaggle negotiating the
one-way system at Plumstead
Bus Garage, then waddling up
Goldfinch Road.

“Amazingly, the busy traffic at
the one-way system - in spite of
some irate drivers who were not
aware of what was happening -
managed to stop and allow them
safe passage,” said ClIiff.

At the end of their epic adventure,
the geese made it safely to the
lake in Gallions Park. The 1.5-mile
journey takes around 30 minutes
for a human, and longer for those
with tiny, webbed feet.

“They miraculously made it to
water in Thamesmead, so all
sorted!” said Rae Gellel, from
the Greenwich Wildlife Network.
“I'm a bit offended they prefer it
to Plumstead!”

The geese will be able to enjoy
the new wetland area recently
created in Gallions Park by
Peabody and Thames21.
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Festival headliners Soul Family
call for soulful sing-song

Residents should get ready
for a soul sing-along in
Southmere Park this summer,
according to Thamesmead
Festival headliners Natalie
Williams’ Soul Family.

The 10-piece band - renowned for their
20-year residency at Ronnie Scott’s Jazz

Club - is promising a Park Stage set sprinkled
with soul, jazz and R&B classics. Their MOBO-
nominated frontwoman is hoping to find the

people of Thamesmead in fine voice when
she performs on Saturday 8 August.

JALL CLUB

“We'll be doing some of my songs, some
originals by the great vocalists who will

be performing with me, and some classic
soul that loads of people know,” said Natalie.
“I love a good sing-along, so hopefully the
Thamesmead crowd will join in and I'll get
them doing the harmonies to some

great tunes.”

Native Dancer lead singer Frida Touray;
Tony Momrelle, singer with legendary acid
jazz group Incognito; and Gramn vocalist
AUX will all be performing alongside Natalie.

The group has excellent festival pedigree,
including being the house band at Love Supreme,

Europe’s largest outdoor summer jazz festival.
Soul Family members have also worked

with acts including Amy Winehouse, Stormzy,
Girls Aloud, Sam Smith, Ed Sheeran and

Liom Gallagher.

“It's always nice to go out and do a festival,”
added Natalie. “I'm constantly gigging
somewhere but | don't think I've ever been
to Thamesmead before, so I'm looking
forward to it.”

Soul Family will take to the stage at 6pm
for their festival-closing set.
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Thamesmead Festival

2026 line-up

Park Stage

An eclectic DJ set from JVK opens the Park Stage at 12pm,
followed by award-winning pop vocalist Amity, CK Gospel Choir's
rich harmonies and Tricky Susan’s punk-pop.

Mobil will bring his motivational brand of rap, ahead of
performances by versatile drum and bass singer-songwriter
Olivia Rose and genre-blending singer, rapper and spoken-word
artist Jazzi Sirius.

Cam Bloomfield will fuse cinematic soundscapes, jazz and
electronic music, before Natalie Williams’ Soul Family's
headline set.

Unplugged Stage

R&B and soul singer-songwriter Cassie Graves, spoken-word
performer Tatiana Oriana and an acoustic set from indie-rock
band Sirenity kick things off on the Unplugged Stage.

Sleight-of-hand magician Vincent Gambini, flo-poet Becksy Becks
and indie-soul artist Alessana will all take to the stage.

Acoustic R&B performer Duchess, jazz-soul singer-songwriter
Laville and the eclectic piano compositions of They Call Me Max
complete the line-up.

Southmere Stage

See local street dance group Dynamix, cheerleading team Utopia
Cheer and line-dancing club Thamesmead Tornadoes show off
their moves. Work on your own steps with Bollywood Vibes Dance
Company, and be mesmerised by Pranita Choudhry’s classical
Indian dancing and UK Latin Community’s showcase of Latin
American dance.

Festival essential, the Thamesmead Dog Show, will see the town’'s
finest hounds competing in a range of categories.

Slug Stage

The Serious-Worms, 15 young artists from Bexley charity
Re-Instate, have created the Slug Stage. Teaming up with artist
and musician Rosie Ridgway, inclusive arts charity Heart n Soul
and Tanum Sound System, they have created an immersive
show in which musicians and DJs must battle giant space slugs
from Saturn using the power of music.

Prepare to dance and mosh around a big top tent amid aliens,
rocket ships and a light show to save Thamesmead!
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Share town’s sounds
for sensational
sculpture

Local artist Adam Moore is asking
residents to record sounds around
the town to form part of a large-scale
artwork for Thamesmead Festival.

Adam, one of the Bow Arts artists living in
the town, is creating a doorway sculpture
from three-metre lengths of bamboo.
Festivalgoers will be able to listen to an
accompanying soundscape and audio
guide featuring recordings from around
the town.

Along with his own recordings, Adam is
asking fellow residents to share sounds to
be included in the piece.

“It could be checkout bleeps in the
supermarket, the wheels of the trolleys,
horses neighing in a field, a family

of ducks quacking on the lake, or

even something a bit more abstract,”
explained Adam.

He added: “| want to take us on a sensory
journey through Thamesmead in sound.”

Adam'’s sculpture will be unveiled
between the Park Stage and Slug Stage
(formerly known as Wanderlust Hill) on
festival day, Saturday 8 August.

Scan the QR code to share
your Thamesmead sound
recordings with Adam
before Saturday 18 July.

Get creative
at the festival

Adam'’s sculpture is part of a packed
creative programme at the festival.
There will also be flag-making, Chinese
calligraphy, Bauhaus painting and
crafting workshops, while artist Curtis
Donovan will create an artwork inspired
by Thamesmead'’s nature during the
festival. For visitors who want a calmer
festival experience, there are plenty of
creative activities on offer in the Free To
Be sensory zone

ain}|no



DLR station design
feedback wanted

Residents are being asked to
share their thoughts on how
Thamesmead'’s new DLR station
will look.

TfL has launched a new consultation so
local people can give their input on the
station design. It wants views on how the
station will be built and how customers
will access it, too.

The consultation also asks for feedback
on how the impact on local communities,
businesses and the environment can be
limited during the construction of SE28's
first station. It is currently the only London
postcode without a Tube or rail station.

This latest consultation follows a funding
commitment by the Government in last
November’s Budget, which allowed the
long-awaited project to move forward.
Residents have already helped to shape
proposals for the DLR route, station
locations and how the extension would
work.

To share feedback on how the DLR station
will look, visit tfl.gov.uk/dIr-extension-
consultation-3 or scan the QR code. The
consultation closes on Thursday 16 July.

Food waste
recycling for flats

People living in flats in
Thamesmead can how recycle
their food waste after changes to
local authority collections.

Both Bexley Council and the Royal
Borough of Greenwich have introduced
food recycling services for flats and
properties with communal bins. That
means residents can get rid of their
leftovers, peelings, coffee grounds,

tea bags, eggshells and compostable
food packaging in a handy and
environmentally-friendly way.

Bexley Council’s recycling officers are
running a pop-up stall at The Nest
Community Building and Library on

Thursday 23 July between 12pm and 2pm.

Residents can collect recipe cards and a
free food waste caddy.

The Royal Borough of Greenwich is
delivering a food waste caddy to each
household as food waste collections are
gradually rolled out to every block.

Long-standing
Thamesmead resident
Sue Funnell is well-known
to a whole generation of
the local community from
her work at Hawksmoor
Primary School and
Hawksmoor Youth Club.

What's your connection with
Thamesmead?

I have lived here for 50 years. | came here
from Deptford and first moved to Waterfield
Close. | already had my daughter but my
son was born two weeks after | moved in. The
ambulance couldn't find us because it was
all brand new. We had to go out onto the
main road and wave it down.

Where did you work?

| was a classroom assistant at Hawksmoor
Primary School. | worked there until my
children went to secondary school, then

I moved into youth work at Hawksmoor Youth
Club. | did that pretty much all of my career
and absolutely loved it.

I still bump into kids from the youth club, but
they're all parents themselves now. They
come up to me and say: “"Remember when
we did this, remember when we did that.”

It is lovely. Occasionally, they’ll come round
and we'll go through old photos from back
in the day.

What's the best thing about
Thamesmead?

I love the wildlife of Thamesmead. When | first
came here, | remember the first little blue tit

I saw. | thought it had escaped from the zoo
because it seemed so exotic and I'd never
seen one in the wild before. We're really lucky
to be so central to get to so many places but
have all these beautiful things around us.

Where's your favourite place to walk
in Thamesmead?

Along the river walk, going through the parks,
all around Southmere Lake. | must admit,

I love walking full stop, so pretty much all
over Thamesmead.

Do you take part in any groups in
Thamesmead?

| help to run a group on Mondays at Abbey
Wood. We have around 20 ladies - the Crafty
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My Thamesmead

Crafters — who meet to crochet, knit, stitch
and all sorts. | also take part in classes at the
Lakeside Centre and the library at The Nest.
They've got so much on offer for people.

What's your favourite place to eat
and drink in Thamesmead?

My knitting and crocheting pals and |

do a ladies’ lunch once a month at the
Thamesmead Social at the Lakeside Centre.
It's lovely there. I'm coeliac and they do
gluten-free options, which are really nice.
We made the banner that hangs above the
counter.

What's your favourite Thamesmead
memory?

We had some really amazing street parties
when my children were very young and they
were brilliant. There was one for the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee and | think there was one when
Charles and Diana got married. They were
good times.

What's the best-kept secret about
Thamesmead that people should
know?

Probably the historical and military side of
Thamesmead. When | used to live on the
other side of Thamesmead, it was all the old
Royal Arsenal, so there were always plenty of
bullets and shells and cannonballs. My son
was always coming home with something
or other when he was very young! And then
you've got the pillboxes along the Thames
as well.

Sue and her fellow Crafty
Crafters will be showcasing

craft activities at the
Thamesmead Festival on
Saturday 8 August.
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Summer events

Thamesmead Festival 2026

Enjoy incredible talent across four stages as our free,
family-friendly festival returns for 2026. Join us for a
packed programme of live music, performance, creative
workshops, food and family activities.

Natalie Williams” Soul Family will headline the Park Stage.
The 10-piece band, fronted by their MOBO-nominated
vocalist, has had a residency at Ronnie Scott's Jazz Club
for two decades.

Full festival preview on page 10.

Location: Southmere Park, Hartslock Drive,
Thamesmead, SE2 9XA

Date: Saturday 8 August

Time:12pm-7.30pm

Price: Free

Info: thamesmeadfestival.co.uk

Beams, Beer and Brass

Enjoy a weekend of tours, talks and tunes at Crossness
Pumping Station. Bexley Brewery, a family-run
microbrewery from Erith, will be running a pop-up bar and
stall offering its selection of craft beers.

The Crossness team will be giving guided tours of lesser-
known and less frequently visited parts of the impressive
19th-century industrial building. They will also be offering
rides on their vintage Routemaster shuttle bus and the
RANG narrow-gauge railway that runs around the site.

There will be live music in the garden from acts including
Miss Jones, Sam Bay and Greenwich Morris Men.

Location: Crossness Pumping Station, Bazalgette Way,
SE29AQ

Date: Saturday 11 July and Sunday 12 July

Time: 5pm-9pm (Saturday) and 3pm-7pm (Sunday)

Price: £15 for adults, £6 for 5-17-year-olds, free for
under-5s

Info: crossness.org.uk

Nature Speaks

Tump 53 Nature Reserve will host two immersive,
open-air artworks for Nature Speaks, part of the
Greenwich+Docklands International Festival (GDIF).

The two pieces — | Have No Name and Canopy — both
focus on conversations between people and the natural
world. That makes them well-suited for installation in the
former Royal Arsenal munitions store on Water Lily Walk,
which is now a secluded beauty spot and haven

for wildlife.

| Have No Name by Catalonia’s El Conde de Torrefiel
features a large LED screen translating what nature has
to say to us — and how it sees us. Expect intimate and
prophetic words from this oracle-like display board.

The second installation, Canopy by Lorna Rees, celebrates
the relationships between humans and trees. Visitors

will explore a forest of suspended seed pods containing
audio stories and songs inspired by nearby trees. More
than 500 people, including ecologists, artists, musicians,
writers and young people, helped to develop the artwork.

There have been spectacular GDIF installations and
performances in Thamesmead every year since 2018.

“The Greenwich+Docklands International Festival

events are always a highlight of the cultural calendar in

Thamesmead,” said Lisa Drew, Peabody’s Senior Cultural
Programme Manager. “We're excited for local people to

explore the nature on their doorstep and experience the
installations planned for Tump 53.”

Location: Tump 53 Nature Reserve, Water Lily Walk,
Thamesmead, SE28 8AS

Date: Friday 4 and Saturday 5 September

Time: TBC

Price: Free

Info: festival.org/gdif/whats-on/nature-speaks/
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Rooftop Yoga

Join uplifting Saturday morning yoga sessions,
with stunning views over Southmere Lake from
the Lakeside Centre’s rooftop.

The class is led by photographer and
experienced yoga coach Amanda Eatwell, who
says the sessions focus on starting the weekend
with intention, movement and joy.

Rooftop yoga is suitable for all levels, with
beginners and experienced practitioners

all welcome. Yoga mats are available, but
participants are also welcome to bring their own.

Location: Lakeside Centre, Bazalgette Way,
SE2 9AN

Date: Every Saturday (except]1, 8,15 and 22
August)

Time:10am-1lam
Price: £3
Info: pandp@bowarts.com

Cygnet Square
Community Day

A day of local crafts, great food, and family-
friendly fun in the heart of Thamesmead.

The July and August events will see the
conclusion of the Thamesmead's Got Talent
competition. Talented young singers, dancers
and performers will take to the stage for a
competition hosted by Tatiana Oriana. The
winner will be announced at the grand final
on 1 August.

Location: Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA

Date: Saturday 4 July and 5 September

Time:12pm-4pm

Price: Free

Info @cygnetsquarecommunityday

Dartford Orienteers

Try orienteering for free when Dartford
Orienteers return to Thamesmead this
September.

Club members will be racing against the clock
and each other to make their way between
checkpoints scattered across the town. Using a
special orienteering map, they will work out the
best way to complete the course as quickly as
possible.

The orienteering club is offering free entry to
local people who want to have a go.

Location: The Nest, Cygnet Square, SE2 9FA

Date: Sunday 20 September

Time: 9.30am-11lam

Price: Free

Info: dfok.co.uk

Free bike hire

Residents aged 14 and over can borrow a
bicycle for a month to try more sustainable
travel choices at absolutely no cost.

Simply sign up to arrange to collect a bike on
the first Tuesday of the month, then return it
to Sporting Club Thamesmead the following
month.

Location: Thamesmead Cycle Hub, Sporting
Club Thamesmead, Bayliss Avenue, SE28 8NJ

Date: Tuesday 7 July, 4 August and 1
September

Time: 5pm-6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: tinyurl.com/thamesmeadbikehire

Repair Cafe

Bring your small electrical appliances and
clothing along to be fixed by professionals.

Location: YouthBuild Ventures UK, 90 Titmuss
Avenue, SE28 8FD

Date: 18 July and 12 September

Time:12pm-3pm

Price: Free

Info: wasteteam@bexley.gov.uk

Moorings
Neighbourhood Forum

Come along to have your say at a public
meeting and join fellow residents in making a
difference to life in The Moorings and central
Thamesmead. The Metropolitan Police will
attend September’s meeting.

Location: Moorings Sociable Club, Arnott
Close, SE28 8BG

Date: Monday 20 July and 22 September

Time: 6pm-7.30pm

Price: Free

Info: mooringsnf.org.uk or 07308 503480
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Charlton Athletic
Community Trust
Holiday Courses

Weekly courses for 4-15 year-olds to develop

their football skills during the summer holidays.

Location: Sporting Club Thamesmead,
Bayliss Avenue, SE28 8NJ

Date: 27 July to 28 August

Time: 9am-3pm

Price: £22.50 per day or £90 per week

Info: cact.gives/courses
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Regular events

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.

Time:10am-3pm

Price: Free

Info: communityhubsTM
@peabody.org.uk

@ Family Baby Group

Play, interaction and social
connection for parents, carers,
babies and young children.
Alternates between The Nest and
Sporting Club Thamesmead.

Time:10am-1lam
Price: Free
Info: info@2inspireacademy.com

@ Storytime

Enjoy stories with your pre-school
age little ones, every Monday in
term time.

Time:10.15am-10.45am
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

H CraftA

Socialise with others while working
on your own crochet, textile and
fibre arts and crafts.

Time:10.45am-12.45pm
Price: Free
Info: 020 3828 4920

A Befriending Cafe

Join Age UK for teq, a chat, games
and to meet new people.

Time: 1lam-1pm
Price: £10 per month

Info: befriendingcafes@
ageukbexley.org.uk

@ Feel Good Mondays

Senior residents’ social group for
over 50s organised by Listening Ears.

Time: 12pm-4pm
Price: Free

Info: feelgood@listeningears.org
or 07798 923 657

® Brownies & Rainbows

Arts, crafts, cooking sports and
other activities to help girls aged
4-10 learn new skills.

Time: 5pm-7pmin term time

@ Prestige Dance

Open dance class for children
aged 5-11.

Time: 5pm-7pm

Price: £5

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk

@® Chess Club

Casual games every Monday
with Thamesmead Chess Club.

Time: 5pm-7pm

Price: Free

Info: info@ or 07444123 550

A Rising Phoenix Fight
Academy

Muay Thai, K1 and fitness training
for children and adults.

Time: 5pm-8.30pm

Diddi Dance

Fun dance classes for under-5s.

Location: Broadwater Hub,
Goosander Way, SE28 OER

Time: 12pm-4pm
Price: Free
Info: 020 8311 5491

@ Healthy Walks

Take a two-and-a-half-mile walk
around Thamesmead, led by
volunteers.

Time:10am-1lam

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Price: First session free

Info:
risingphoenixfightacademy@
outlook.com

W Abbey Wood
Tennis Club

Weekly tennis classes for all age
groups.

Time: 5.30pm-7.30pm (Children),
7.30pm-8.30pm (Adults)

Price: £60 per term

Info: abbeywoodtennisclub@
gmail.com or 07835 896557

Hl Scouts

A chance for young people to
learn valuable life skills and
teamwork through fun activities,
games and challenges.

Time: 5.30pm-6.30pm (4-6 years),
6.30pm-7.30pm (6-8 years),
7.30pm-8.30pm (8-10 years)

Price: Free for new starters
(then £15 per month)

Info: debbie@6rgscouts.uk

Thamesmead Life

Drawing

Enjoy two hours of relaxing,
guided life drawing with a
professional live model.
Location: TACO! Print Studio,
30 Poplar Place, SE28 8BB

Price: £4

Time: 7pm-9pm

Info: 5thabbeywood
browniesrainbows@gmail.com

‘ The Nest

Central Way

Lakeview Court,

Price: £9 advance, £10 on the door

Info: thamesmeadlifedrawing.
co.uk

The Atrium,
Teeswater Court,

@ Coffee and Chat

Enjoy a friendly chat with other
local residents over a hot drink
and a biscuit.

Time:10am-12pm

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Canoeing Club

Canoeing, kayaking and
paddlesports sessions on
Southmere Lake.

Location: Southmere Water Sports
& Activity Centre, SE2 9AN

Time: 4pm-5pm (7-16 years),
5pm-6pm (all ages and families),
6pm-7pm (adults)

Price: £6

Info: 07951770241 or
thamesmead@thesharks.org.uk

@ Prestige Dance

Open dance class for children
aged 5-11.

Time: 4.15pm-5pm

Seniors in Touch

Gentle exercise, singalongs,
games, refreshments and more
fun for the over-50s.

Location: Titmuss Avenue Baptist
Church Hall, SE28 8DJ

Time: Tlam-2pm
Price: £4

Price: £5

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk

Hl Hula Hooping and
Line Dancing

Join the Thamesmead Tornadoes
for two fitness classes in one.

Time: 6pm-8.15pm

Info: 07957 727 955 Price:Free
Info: 020 81919622 or info@
B Seated Exercise camouflagecafe.co.uk
Get active during classes for older
adults and others with low mobility ¥ Laugh and Workout

or disabilities.
Time:12.15pm-1pm
Price: Free

High-intensity interval training
(HIT) and cardio exercise classes.
Time:7pm-8pm

Info: 020 3828 4920

@ LGBTQIA+ Drop-In

An informal get-together for
members of the LGBT community.

Time: Ipm-3pm
Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

The Moorings Jubilee Community
Sociable Club

Centre

Price:First class free
Info: laughandworkout.com

A Vibes on Vibes
Skating Session

Vibrant roller skating club for
adults.

Time: 7pm-9pm
Price: From £6

Info: wearevibesonvibes.co.uk
or 07484 22498

Sporting Club
Thamesmead
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Wednesday

Hl Advice Hub

Get guidance on housing,
immigration, employment,
domestic abuse and other issues.

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm
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Ml Thrive Impact

Youth club for 11 to 17-year-olds to
make new friends, learn new skills
and take part in exciting activities.

Time: 4pm-7pm
Price: Free
Info: thriveimpact.co.uk

Price: Free

Info: tmadviceinschs @peabody.
org.uk or 07815 734 080

@® Toddlertime

Songs and rhymes for babies to
three-year-olds every Wednesday
in term time.

Time: 9.45am-10.15am

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.

Time:10am-3pm

Price: Free

Info: communityhubsTM@
peabody.org.uk

@ stay and Play

Playtime with toys for under 5s.
Stay and chat for the grown-ups
every Wednesday in term time.

Time:10.15am-11.15am
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of

the library team

@ Adult Craft and
Hobby Hour

A relaxing afternoon of crafting,
knitting, sewing and more, with
refreshments available.

Time: 2pm-4pm
Price: Free (suggested donation of
50p per refreshment)

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of

the library team

‘ The Nest

Central Way

Lakeview Court,

W KBT Academy of
Martial Arts

Beginners’ martial arts classes
for over-5s.

Time: 4.30pm-5.15pm
Price: £40 per month

Info: 020 8303 8549 or
kbtacademy@btconnect.com

@ SEND-ability

Skills development, socialising
and outings for children and
young people with special
educational needs and
disabilities. Term-time only.
Time: 4.30pm-6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: themorningdewfoundation
@yahoo.com

Thursday

@ TaiChi

Sessions of the slow, free-flowing
movements of this Chinese
martial art.

Time: 9.30am-12.30pm
Price: Free

Info: ttrusty @netvigator.com

Good Life Garden

Drop in to volunteer while learning
new gardening skills.

Location: Birchmere Park, SE28 SAL
Time:10am-4pm
Price: Free

Info: lockwoodbryan44
@yahoo.co.uk

A Befriending Cafe

Join Age UK for teq, a chat, games
and to meet new people.

Time: 1lam-1pm

Price: £10 per month

Info: befriendingcafes@
ageukbexley.org.uk

@ Gentle Pilates

Gentle pilates workout for people
with disabilities or low mobility.

Time:11.45am-12.30pm

Love Soup Cafe

Drop in to enjoy freshly made soup
and craft sessions in a warm space.

Location: Broadwater Hub,
Goosander Way, SE28 OER

Time:12pm-4pm

Price: Free

@ Atrium Tea Room

Drop in for a hot drink and a chat
with neighbours.

Time:10am-3pm

Info: wtccinfo2025@gmail.com

Canoeing Club
Canoeing, kayaking and
paddlesports sessions on
Southmere Lake.

Location: Southmere Water Sports
& Activity Centre, SE2 9AN

Time: 4pm-5pm (7-16 years),
5pm-6pm (all ages and families),
6pm-7pm (adults)

Price: £6

Info: 07951770241 or
thamesmead@thesharks.org.uk

@ FBM Ballet Class

Ballet class for little dancers
aged four to six.

Time: 4pm-4.35pm

Price: What you can afford

Info: fomdanceacademy
@gmail.com

@ FBM Street Dance
Class

Enjoyable dance sessions where
7 to 1I-year-olds can groove to
the beats.

Time: 4.40pm-5.25pm

Price: What you can afford

Info: fomdanceacademy
@gmail.com

Ml Learning Disability
Disco Night

Weekly disco night in a fully
accessible space.

Time: 5pm-9pm

Price: Free

Info: 07985086788 or
rosannecorefitness@gmail.com

Info: 020 81919622 or
info@camouflagecafe.co.uk

The Atrium,
Teeswater Court,

The Moorings Jubilee Community
Sociable Club Centre

Price: Free
Info: communityhubsTM@
peabody.org.uk

@ Coffee and
Conversation

Socialise in a relaxed environment,
with board games available.
Time:10am-12pm

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Thamesmead Shed

Join group DIY projects — and build
friendships at the same time.
Term-time only.

Location: Birchmere Community
Hub, Birchmere Park, SE28 8AL

Time: Tlam-4pm
Price:Free

Info: thamesmeadshed
@gmail.com

® Thamesmead Library
Reading Group

Discuss and review a nhominated
book in a relaxed setting. Last
Friday of the month.

Time: 2pm-3.30pm

Price: Free

Info:: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

@ Colouring Club

An afternoon of colouring for ages
four and over.

Date: Every Friday in term time
Time: 4pm-5pm
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

A ASG Boxing Academy

Get fit, build your confidence and
learn the art of boxing.

Time: 5pm-5.50pm (11-13 years),
6pm-6.50pm (14-18 years)
Price: £30 per month

Info: bookingsactivesportsgroup.
org.uk or 07714 852528

Sporting Club
Thamesmead
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W Bollywood
Community Dance Club

Beginner-friendly, inclusive and
fun Bollywood-themed dance
class for all ages.

Time: 5.30pm-6.30pm

Price: Free

Info: 07999 436701

l Power Mobile Gym

Youth Boxing Sessions

Youth boxing sessions for young
people aged 13-18.

Time: 6pm-7pm

Price: Free

Info: info@powermobilegym.com
or 07506 762 444

W Charlton Athletic
Community Trust
Premier League Kicks

Free football sessions for boys and
girls aged 8-18 of any ability.
Time: 6pm-8pm

Price: Free

Info: Joshua.Eales@cact.org.uk

® Dynamix Dance
Sessions

Street dance, Afro-beat and more
for 5 to 18-year-olds.

Time: 6pm-8pm

Price: £10 (free first session)

Info: dynamix_dancerz@outlook.
com or 07958 397083

H LGBTQIA+ Tabletop
RPG Night

Regular games night for role-
playing games, including Dungeon
Crawl Classics, ‘Til The Last Gasp
and Mausritter. Every other Friday

Time: 6pm

Price: £1 suggested donation

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

P Zumba Fitness Class

Get ready to dance, sweat and
party at Ankelina Dance Studio’s
class.

Time: 7pm-8pm

Price: £8

Info: 07392 807305

P Walking Football

Enjoy the beautiful game without
bleep tests and shuttle runs.

Time: 8pm-9pm

Price: £5

Info: walkingfootball@
erithtown.com
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Saturday

W Acro Dance

Combining dance technique and
acrobatics for over bs.

Time: 9.15am-10.15am
Price: £5

Info: 07989 829507 or
corinnadance@hotmail.co.uk

Family Fun Kayaking
Sessions

Kayaking fun on Southmere Lake
with stable single and double
kayaks.

Location: Southmere Water
Sports & Activity Centre, SE2 9AN

Date: Every Saturday
Time:10am-1pm
Price: £6

Info 07951770241 or
thamesmead@thesharks.org.uk

P Thamesmead Ride
Together

Free community cycling sessions,
with bikes and helmets provided
for those who need them.

Time: Adult Cycle Club (over 16s)
10am-12pm, Family Cycle Club
(over 5s), 12pm-2pm

Price: Free

Info spond.com/invite/GGOKX

A Vibes on Vibes

Skating Session

Vibrant roller skating club for
children and adults.

Time: 10am-1lam
Price: From £6

@ Lego Club

Build big, bright and better with
your buddies. For 7 to 11-year-olds.

Time: 12pm-2pm

Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of

the library team

M ASG Boxing Academy

Get fit, build your confidence and
learn the art of boxing.

Time:12.30pm-1.20pm (6-10 years)
1.30pm-2.20pm (11-13 years),
2.30pm-3.20pm (14-18 years)
Price: £30 per month

Info: bookings@
activesportsgroup.org.uk

M Queer Craft Club

Monthly craft session with LGBT+
Thamesmead.

Date: Fourth Sunday of the
month

Time:10.30am-12.30pm
Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

LGBTQIA+
Woodland Walk

Inclusive stroll through Lesnes
Abbey Woods with LGBT+
Thamesmead.

Location: Chestnuts Kiosk,
Leshes Abbey Woods

Date: Fourth Sunday of the
month

Info wearevibesonvibes.co.uk or
07484 224983

LGBTQIA+ Coffee Brunch

Relaxed coffee brunch to connect
with other LGBTQIA+ people in the
local area. Every first Saturday of
the month

Location: Thamesmead Social,
Lakeside Centre SE2 9AN

Time: Tlam-2pm
Price:Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

@® Read With Me

One-to-one 10-minute reading
sessions for primary school children.

Time: Tlam-12pm
Price: Free

Info: www.bexley.gov.uk/bexley-
libraries or talk to a member of
the library team

Time:10.30am-12pm
Price: Free

Info: team@Igbtthamesmead.
co.uk

Visit
thamesmeadnow.
org.uk/whats-on
for more events

To suggest your event
or activity for inclusion
in What's On, email
thamesmeadnow@
peabody.org.uk.

All information is correct
at the time of printing.

Getinvolved

Peabody Business
Forum

Networking and events

for aspiring and existing
business owners, startups and
community organisations. Email
businessready@peabody.org.uk
for upcoming events.

Thamesmead

Culture Forum

Regular updates on culture in
and around Thamesmead. Email
lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk to join
the mailing list.

Meet your
representatives

Councillors from Greenwich and
Bexley councils, and the Member
of Parliament for Erith and
Thamesmead, Abena Oppong-
Asara, hold regular surgeries.
These are opportunities for
people to meet them to raise
any issues they are facing.

Thamesmead
Moorings, Greenwich
Councillor Averil Lekau and
Councillor Femi Solola
Appointments:

averil.lekau
@royalgreenwich.gov.uk

femi.solola@royalgreenwich.
gov.uk

West Thamesmead,
Greenwich

Councillor Nathan Baffour-
Awuah and Councillor
Jahdia Spencer

Appointments:

nathan.baffour-awuah@
royalgreenwich.gov.uk

jahdia.spencer@royalgreenwich.
gov.uk

Thamesmead East,
Bexley

Councillor Zainab Asunramu,
Councillor Larry Ferguson and
Councillor Abi Johnson

Appointments:

councillor.zainab.asunramu
@bexley.gov.uk

councillor.larry.ferguson
@bexley.gov.uk

cllir.abijohnson@bexley.gov.uk

Member of Parliament
Abena Oppong-Asare MP

Appointments:

abena.oppongasare.mp
@parliament.uk
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Changemakers celebrated
for inspirational work

Fund recipients reveal how grants helped them

A teaay. R

“If we hadn’t had the support, we would not
have been able to get to this point. The funding
has given me and a lot of my colleagues the
opportunity to grow, to work, to supportina
way we could not have otherwise.”

Esther Sesay, Javan Coker Foundation

“There was a lady who had a child with
special needs. She normally doesn’t go out.
We had a movie and popcorn day, and she
was in tears because she said she always
wanted to take her child to the cinema.”

Kafilat lyiola, Family Fun Days

“The funding was really, really amazing.

We were able to buy a proper first aid kit and

some equipment. Football goals can be very

expensive! Now we get 60-80 people coming
to play football every week.”

Bernard Amankwah, Football For All
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Residents running inspirational
community projects across Thamesmead
have been celebrated at a special event at
The Nest Community Building.

The event brought together dozens

of local people and grassroots
groups supported by Peabody'’s
Thamesmead Community Fund. They
enjoyed an evening of speeches,
refreshments and networking, and
the chance to join a Bollywood
performance.

The Thamesmead Community Fund
provides grants of up to £3,000 for
community and cultural projects to
improve life for local people.

Peabody has invested more than
£450,000 in 164 local projects through
the fund since it opened in 2018.
Projects include exercise classes,
creative workshops, wildlife walks,
day trips and support sessions for
people with additional needs.

Gez Kellaghan, Community
Investment Manager at Peabody,
said: “Across Thamesmead, local
people and grassroots organisations
are doing incredible things for their
communities. This event was our
way of recognising their energy and
enthusiasm, and their work to help
people feel positive about the place
they call home.”

Thamesmead Community Fund is
financed by the Peabody Community
Foundation (PCF) and income

“When we started in 2016, we were

a small group with big hearts.
Thamesmead Community Fund gave
us the opportunity to turn that into
something structured, sustainable
and deeply impactful.”

Lara Alabi, Seniors in Touch

from film and photography shoots
organised by Peabody'’s culture
team in Thamesmead. During
2025/26, the fund was supplemented
by Lovell, who are developing the
second phase of homes in South
Thamesmead.

Lisa Drew, Senior Cultural Programme
Manager at Peabody, said:
“Thamesmead Community Fund is all
about supporting creativity, culture
and connection across communities.
With money from professional
location shoots flowing into brilliant
local initiatives, we're helping even
more great ideas take root.”

Hear more from
Thamesmead Community

Fund recipients in Peabody’s
new publication. The Power
of Community: Funding Local
Projects in Thamesmead.
Scan the QR code to
download a copy.

“We were previously a small group
of strangers, and we’ve been able to
help build a community for people to
connect.”

Jamie Zubairi, Thamesmead Life
Drawing

Cultural grants
available as
Black Culture
Collective hits
£150,000

BLACK
CULTURE
COLLEC

Local non-profit
organisation Black
Culture Collective
(BcC) is offering three
commissions of £3,000
for cultural projects
celebrating African and
Caribbean culture in
the town.

The funding is the culmination
of the BCC's six-year Connected
Communities Commission

from Peabody. Once the new
projects are commissioned, a
total of £150,000 will have been
invested in community projects.

Alongside these commissions,
the organisation is launching
a new round of its small grants
fund, with grants of up to £500
available for one-off events.

It is also introducing a new

programme of grants of up
to £500 to support creative
entrepreneurs aged under

20 years.

“With support from Peabody,
we have commissioned 18
projects and co-produced
seven community events so
far,” said Carmel Britto, BCC's
Co-Founder and Chair.

“Once again, we're looking

to fund enriching arts and
culture workshops, projects,
programmes and events made
by the community, for the
community, and delivered in the
community.”

Applications for the Connected
Communities Commission
close on Monday 31 August.

To apply for a commission

or a small grant, visit
blackculturecollective.co.uk.
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