Festival Programmer / Producer — Visual Arts and Workshops
Application deadline: Sunday, 2 March 2025
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Are you a community champion, cultural change-maker and enthusiastic about
Thamesmead as a home to some incredible local talent? Do you have energy and passion
to help shape the programme and deliver the production for the Thamesmead Festival
20257? If so, then apply to become a Festival Programmer / Producer!

What is the Thamesmead Festival?

The Thamesmead Festival, which is held around Southmere Lake, has grown over the last
seven years to become Thamesmead’s annual flagship community event. It is part of
Thamesmead’s ongoing cultural programme, which aims to empower local communities and
bring exceptional cultural experiences to the area. The festival, in its current form, has been
running since 2017. Each year it is growing in ambition and scale.

The festival’s key success has been the input from the Thamesmead community, helping
shape the festival and putting emphasis on showcasing local talent and celebrating the
unique setting of the festival.

Recent festivals have been delivered by Serious, an experienced music event organiser, who
have worked closely with the Festival Advisory Board (made up of local residents), to

programme the different stages and areas of the festival.

For Thamesmead Festival 2025, we are now looking for a local person to join us as Festival
Programmer / Producer. This new role will give residents the chance to take on a crucial part
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in delivering a key cultural event in their area, the chance to work with and learn from an
established music/event organizer.

The Festival Programmer / Producer (Visual Arts and Workshops) will be responsible for:

Programming and producing engaging, fun and inspiring workshops to animate the
Thamesmead Unplugged Community Zone and Play Zone.

Commissioning a visual arts installation/s to be displayed at the festival

Programming can be done directly using your network or through open calls that the festival
team will support in managing

The curation of the programme must keep in mind the festival’s audience and the brief set out
by the Festival Advisory Board

As a guide to what’s been programmed previously please see last year’s festival programme

For each of the groups / artists that you’ll programme as part of the role you’ll also be
responsible for various elements of production to include:

- Contracting artists (using a standard template) and receiving their invoices

- Collate, assess and assist with their health and safety documentation

- Working with the groups to ascertain and record their production requirements
(placement on site, vehicles they’re bringing to site, furniture and structures required
etc)

- Working to and maintaining a well-managed budget

While experience in programming and production is valued it is not essential as support and
training will be given by a member of the Serious team.

What is the commitment/fee?

13 days advance work, flexible and remote, plus attending meetings where needed / possible.
This is approximately split as 5 days programming, 8 days producing. Please note that some of
these meetings will take place in the evening, usually Mondays between 6pm and 8pm.

Programming will take place across March / April, and production up until the festival.
The fee for the work is £1750, worked out at £125 per day to include the 13 days advance

work plus the delivery of the live event on Saturday 2 August.
The successful candidate will be contracted and managed by Serious.
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https://www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/media/nfwnjds2/thamesmead-festival-2024-programme.pdf

Who are we looking for?

We are looking for an ambitious and passionate person over 18 years of age, who is
enthusiastic about shaping the Thamesmead Festival. If you’re interested in learning how to
programme and produce a large-scale event in your local community, then we want to hear
from you!

What is the application process?

Please apply by answering the questions below. The deadline for submission is Sunday, 2
March 2025.

Applications can be submitted via email to: Thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk Please use
‘Thamesmead Festival Programmer’ as the subject line.

If you would like to ask any questions or discuss this opportunity further, please e-mail:
Lisa.Drew@peabody.org.uk

Please send us the below to apply:

Name:

If you live in Thamesmead, postcode of your home address:

If you work in Thamesmead, postcode of your work address:

Mobile number:

Email address:

Please tell us why you would like to become a Festival Programmer and what skills and
experience you would bring to this role.

What is your vision and ambition for the festival?

You should explain your connection to the local area and why you think Thamesmead Festival
is an important local event.

Please draw on your relevant professional, voluntary and life experience.

What is the selection process?

A panel made up of one representative from Peabody, Serious and the Festival Advisory Board
will shortlist applications. We will get back to you by Friday, 7 March 2025. Interviews will be
held w/c 10 March 2025. Those who are not successful will be invited to get involved in other
local cultural and community activities.
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