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Is this fund for you?
We all know that Thamesmead has the most incredible local environment: from lakes to
canals, large parks to small squares. The Making Space for Nature Community Fund is
for anyone who wants to help celebrate, enhance, activate, and animate
these unique spaces. We are looking for people who have a creative and community
focused idea to make Thamesmead even greener, and/or give Thamesmead residents
the chance to experience and learn more about their local environment.
Ideas could be something like:
getting together with neighbours to start a seed sharing club
collectively planting balconies or front gardens to help bees and other insects
organising a community picnic
leading bird watching walks
creating a plan for how to green your street/square
leading a wildlife photography session
making a film about how you and your friends experience being out in nature
run gardening or food growing sessions
creating an edible garden
set up an allotment site
run activities to encourage Thamesmead residents to spend time in the great
outdoors
adopting an existing Peabody space such as a flower bed or planted area or
planting 1 00s of spring bulbs to add colour and cheer

2 of 8

Is your idea;
A way to improve or celebrate nature?
Working with other people in Thamesmead?
A means to make people smile?
Realistic - will you have the time and energy to complete?
If the answers are yes it does. you qualify to apply for one of our grants!

What are the aims of the Making Space for Nature
Community Fund?
•
•
•
•
•

Make Thamesmead greener, healthier and wilder
Provide opportunities for everyone to connect with, enjoy and learn about the
natural environment
Support people who want to make a positive impact in their local community
Help turn great ideas into real projects
Use nature as a way to bring people together and learn new skills

What does your project need to do?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bring more nature, planting and space for wildlife in Thamesmead
Benefit people in Thamesmead by providing opportunities and/ or activities for
people to connect with, enjoy, and learn about nature
Benefit other residents and strengthen communities
Encourage residents to take an active role in designing and delivering the
project
Demonstrate value for money
Include maintenance plans to ensure that what is achieved lasts beyond the
projects end
Be environmentally friendly

How much money is available?
There are two funds available:
Green Guardian Grant (micro grant): £200 to £400 for localised small
greening projects or nature-based activities
Nature Hero Grant (larger grant) – £400 to £2000 for more visible greening
projects or nature-based activities
Both funds are for individuals, groups and organisations (constituted or
unconstituted) and schools.
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Who can apply?
Residents living in Thamesmead and local groups can apply. We will consider
applications from groups and individuals not based in Thamesmead, provided they
can demonstrate a strong local link, and the proposed project benefits residents of
Thamesmead.
Examples of who can apply:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Individual residents
Community and resident groups
Registered charities
Social enterprises
Community interest companies
Community incorporated companies
Schools - if you are a school you must contact the team before submitting an
application

If you are an individual and have a project idea, you can also apply for a grant. However, we would
encourage you to find other people with a shared interest in your project idea and apply for a grant
as a group The Making Space for Nature Community Fund encourages people to come together and
make a difference.

Who will not qualify for the grant fund?
•

Local authorities

•

Any political party

•

Purely commercial ventures / businesses

What can I spend the fund on?
*This is by no means a completed and comprehensive list.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Materials
Worker’s costs including for coordination and running projects
Hiring space for workshops/classes
Marketing costs – printing and distribution
Training costs
Volunteer expenses
Travel costs
Hiring equipment

Please note:
For both grants you can include costs for workers to coordinate and run projects. If you include this in
your budget, you will be required to complete a timesheet to evidence your costs. You must ensure
these costs are a reasonable amount and you take responsibility on how this may affect your tax allowance and any benefits you receive. We are not able to provide any personal advice regarding this
matter. You are responsible for securing everything that is required to deliver your project. This can
include DBS checks if you will be working with children, and public liability insurance and risk assessments if your project is of high risk.

You must also ensure that your project meets all current Covid-19 government guidelines.

What can’t the grant fund?
•
•
•
•

Spending that has already taken place
Redistribution of grants to individuals
Any general overheads that are not related to the delivery of your project
Projects to improve private green space, such as your private garden. However,
we can consider applications if the private green space can be seen from a
public area and brings benefit to the street. For example, you may want to add
balcony planters if your balcony faces out on to a public road or walkway. If you
are unsure, we recommend speaking to Rupal Shah to discuss your idea before
submitting an application.

How do I apply for the fund?
For all applicants: Before submitting your application, we recommend that you contact
the team to discuss your ideas.
For schools: Please contact us before completing and submitting an application form.
You can do this by:
Please email Rupal Shah at Groundwork London rupal.shah@groundwork.org.uk or
07889 755 119 (Tuesday to Thursday).

You can also post your idea on our new digital engagement platform – you can get
comments or thoughts from fellow Thamesmead residents that might help you shape
your idea, or even find volunteers to help you. We really welcome all ideas to be
posted here! After creating an account you can post your project here:
https://shapingthamesmeadnow.org.uk/en/projects/msfncommunitygrant
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How to submit your application:
Round 2 of the Making Space for Nature Community Fund will run from Friday
21st of March 2022 to Monday 6th of June 2022. Please ensure you have
read and understood these fund guidelines before completing an application form.
The application form can be downloaded via the following link:
Thamesmead Community Fund 2021 : Thamesmead (thamesmeadnow.org.uk)

The completed application form can be emailed to Rupal Shah. Applications will be
reviewed after the 27th day of April and May and then after the main deadline. We
aim to inform all applicants of an outcome after 30 to 40 days.
Please give us a call if paper copies of the application form are needed by anyone.

What happens once I have submitted my application?
Submitting applications early on in each month is encouraged. All applications
received will be assessed using a scoring process in accordance with the grant
conditions and will receive a response within 30 to 40 days. They will be assessed
by a steering group consisting of representatives from:

•

Making Space for Nature Team

•

The Gardener in Residence or other Peabody Representative

•

Peabody’s Grounds Maintenance Team

•

Two Community Design Collective Members

The award of a grant remains at the discretion of the steering group, whether or not
an application meets the grant rules and conditions.
Groundwork London will administer the funds to the winning applications subject to
agreeing to a grants terms and conditions document. Projects must be completed
within 8 months of receiving the grant. Any money unaccounted for or not spent
within the agreed criteria must be refunded.
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What information do I need to submit once I have spent my
grant?
A report must be submitted where you must provide the following information:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Budget breakdown and proof of expenditure (all receipts need to be kept)
Any publicity the project has received
Photographs (before, during and after – minimum 10)
What the grant enabled you to achieve
How many people were involved with the project
Success of the project
The diﬀerence the project has made
Any problems encountered
If, and how, the project will continue

We will send you a terms and conditions form once the grant has been
awarded.

How will information on my project be shared?
You will need to give permission to the Making Space for Nature Team to use the
information such as quotes and photographs for promotional purposes in order to
share evidence of the impact that the project has made. Information may be shared
with funders, commissioners, other partners, local, regional or national media, funding
applications, online publicity and social media. Therefore, you will need to get
permission from individuals and/ or parents of children featured in photographs.
Groundwork London, the GLA and Peabody reserve the right to publicise projects as
appropriate and to bring visitors to the project by prior arrangement.
You will need to sign your consent to this on the final monitoring form or application
form.

What is the background to the fund?
Making Space for Nature is an exciting programme that helps people in Thamesmead make the most of our natural landscape, through being active outdoors,
learning in the landscape, volunteering and improving biodiversity in Thamesmead
and having their say.
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Making Space for Nature is funded by CLEVER Cities and is delivered by CLEVER Cities
partners; Groundwork London, Peabody and The Mayor of London. CLEVER Cities is a
Horizon 2020 European Funded project that works with cities across Europe to
demonstrate that green cities work better for people.
The fund is one element of the programme that provides an opportunity for residents
to aﬀect change in their community and which gives power and agency to the local
community.

Are there examples of similar projects from other funds?
Below are some examples of projects that other grant schemes have funded in the
past which may inspire you for this grant – you can start small and look to grow ideas
and numbers of people participating over time.
Front gardens in Ealing:
https://www.nationalparkcity.london/frontgardens
Other food growing examples:
https://www.capitalgrowth.org/spaces/
Art and garden project for Arden Estate in Hoxton:
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/london-grants/our-space-award/arden-gardeners/
Create community maps:
https://cpmo.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/CLAPTONSIGN6pm12thjuly.pdf
Secret garden for all:
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/london-grants/our-space-award/a-secret-garden-forall/
Green walls in Westminster:
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/apply-for-a-grant/london-grants/our-space-award/triangle-adventureplayground-green-wall-the-triangle/
Walking groups:
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/products-and-services/projects/streets-apart
Outdoor classes:
https://www.dockside tness.co.uk/
Green gym:
https://www.pengegreengym.org.uk/
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