Community
Newsletter
Southmere Village

Welcome to the Durkan & Southmere
Village Community Newsletter for
September 2020.

The scaffold removal continues following completion of
the brickwork and balcony finishes. This is unveiling the
new buildings for the first time and is a significant
milestone for the project.

We hope that this newsletter finds you safe and well
during these ever changing times.

The stone cladding for the library has now arrived on site
and installation has commenced. This is the last element
of the façade to be installed and this competition winning
design is really starting to take shape on the lake edge.

Progress on Site

In the next 2-3 weeks we will be making the final utility
connections to the new Energy Centre which will provide
hot water and heating to all of the new homes and the
library.
We have started the external works on site and will soon
be installing the first areas of new paving. The landscaped
gardens and the outdoor public areas is a key feature of
the development. It includes the public square and 18 jet
water feature and we look forward to watching this take
shape over the coming months.
Fig 1: Aerial photos of the current position of the build

New Door Entry Systems at Tilehurst Point
& Blewbury House
We will shortly be working with our contractors for the
replacement of the door entry and audio intercom system
to both Tilehurst Point and Blewbury House. This is in
response to defects in the existing system and concerns
raised by residents regarding security. These new access
control systems will also work with the new external gates
to further enhance the security of these blocks.
The new system will include new handsets to all homes
along with fobs and the new entry system in the
communal areas on the first floors.
You will be contacted individually for any appointments
that may be required to fit your new handsets.

Resident/Community Feedback

We have had some comments from residents about how
the construction site is affecting the local community. We
appreciate your feedback because this helps us to
improve how we do things.
We wish to reassure you that additional dust suppression
is now being used and you may have already noticed this
outside Staplehurst Point and Tilehurst Point prior to
receiving this newsletter. We won’t be allowing any late
deliveries of concrete to enter the site because this
means we need to work after 6pm to get the concrete
poured.
We would like to thank you for your patience during these
testing times and will continue to listen to your concerns.

Resurfacing Works

Durkan Working Hours

We would like to remind you of the upcoming resurfacing
works due to take place near Tilehurst Point, Staplehurst
Court and Deal Court and the Under Croft Car Park. We
expect these works to be carried out between October 2020
and January 2021.

Our current working hours are Weekdays 8.00am to
6.00pm. Please note that site workers will be arriving on
site from 6.30am and dispersing to their work areas to
ensure social distancing is maintained in the changing
rooms, canteen and offices.

This area is due to be resurfaced as part of the regeneration
works and there will also be new planting and street lighting
installed.

You may therefore see operatives arriving on site before
8.00am.

Vehicles will still be able to access the Under Croft Car Park
while the works are taking place.
Durkan Traffic Marshalls will help control this area for the
duration of these works.
We shall write to all residents again to let you know the
dates these works will take place and how it may affect
you.
If you have any concerns about how this may affect you
directly because of Health or Emergency reasons please do
not hesitate to contact either Sonia Allen or Russell Murphy
on the details provided below.

Contacts at Durkan
We appreciate the patience and understanding being
shown by the vast majority of Residents and express
our sincere thanks for this.
We do understand that living adjacent to a site can
present some challenges.
Should you have any questions or concerns please
contact a member of the site team.
During these uncertain times we
request that residents do not visit the
site office unless invited to do so.

Whilst we continue to target a 6pm finish, we do have
permission from Bexley Environmental Health and
Planning to enable later working and Saturday mornings
should there be a requirement to do so.
We have received some resident feedback regarding the
lateness of concrete pouring on site. We have taken steps
to ensure our deliveries of concrete are delivered within a
reasonable timeframe and any late deliveries will not be
accepted on site.
We would like to take this opportunity to apologies for
the disturbance that over running concrete pours have
caused to the community and would like to reassure
you we are doing all we can to prevent this happening
in future.

Upcoming Training and Employment
Opportunities
Durkan will be creating two
local people to develop
professionals. We plan to
apprenticeship opportunities
surveying.

exciting opportunities for
careers as construction
recruit for two degree
- in design and quantity

These positions will offer the route to a lifetime career
for the successful candidates. Unfortunately, the
pandemic has meant that universities have had to
postpone some of their degree apprenticeship courses,
but we are looking at alternative providers and will get
these opportunities back on track as soon as possible.
If you are interested in this, or any other training or
employment opportunity at Southmere – the best way to
keep up to date is to register with Peabody Reconnect.

Resident Liaison Officer
Sonia Allen
Resident Liaison Officer
Sonia Allen: M: 07775 664900
sonia.allen@durkan.co.uk
Thamesmead Director of
Construction
Russell Murphy: M:07817 236763
russell.murphy@durkan.co.uk

www.peabody.org.uk/reconnect

