
The Thamesmead Making Space for Nature team has 
come up with 25 challenges for the summer holidays.  
How many can you tick off? Share your progress with us 
using the hashtag #SummerInThamesmead

�1Look under sticks and logs 
near trees – count how 

many different minibeasts you find.

�2Visit the heronry at  
Tump 39. There is a viewing 

platform off of Templar Drive.

�3Prepare a picnic and take it 
to your nearest park to eat.

�4Go on a walk and collect 
three things on your way 

that will remind you of your journey.

�5 Find a quiet place to sit 
near some trees. Try to stay 

still for two minutes and count the 
number of birds that you see.

�6 Visit the newly planted 
Trees in Birchmere Park  

– if it’s a hot day share some of your 
water with them!

�7 Visit Claridge Way 
Woodland Walk – can you 

see the brand new treehouse?

�8 Visit Claridge Way  
– can you find the new 

gardening club?

�9 Stand at the highest point 
of Southmere Park – count 

how many horses you can see.

�10 Find the giant stones in 
Southmere Park. Make 

up a story for how they got there!

�11 Count how many new  
wooden platforms there  

are on Southmere Lake.

�12 Use sticks to make a 
house for a woodland 

creature – like a hedgehog, squirrel 
or fox.

�13 Make a map of the 
place you live – add 

paths, roads, plants and trees.

�14 Walk along the 
Ridgeway – what can 

you spot from this raised pathway?
 �Can you spot Southmere Lake?
 �Can you see any trees and plants 

with berries growing on them?
 �Can you see horses in the fields?

�15 Find a tree that needs  
a hug and stretch your 

arms around it.

�16 Find an interesting 
building and sketch 

the outline.

�17 Go for a walk in the rain! 
What’s different about 

your local park when there’s wet 
weather?

�18 Find a place with lots of 
trees. Close your eyes 

and tell somebody what sounds 
you can hear.

�19 Visit the River Thames 
Footpath and see if you 

can see any of Thamesmeads Seals!

�20 Visit the Sunflower field 
in Crossways Park.  

Are the flowers still there?  
Can you find one the  
same height as you? 
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�21Look up at the clouds 
– choose one with an 

interesting shape and draw it before 
it disappears.

22 Use your hands to make 
a frame. Try framing:

 �A scene with no people in it
 �A scene that is full of tall trees
 �A scene with some beautiful 

flowers growing
 �A scene with children playing

�23 Pretend you are 
a TV presenter 

filming a wildlife documentary in 
Thamesmead. Get someone to 
record you sharing something 
interesting in a park!

�24 Visit Birchmere Park – 
how many swans are 

swimming on the lake today?

�25 Discover and explore 
some of Thamesmead’s 

hidden gems;
 �Crossways Canal
 �Moat Garden

25 Free things to do when exploring 
Thamesmead’s parks and open 
spaces this summer holiday.

No 
equipment 

needed!



 Explore Thamesmead’s 
 green spaces
We are spoilt for choice with so many nature spots on 
our doorstep. There’s something nearby for everyone 
to safely explore outdoors during the holidays.  
Send us your photos of your favourites.
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