
The regeneration of Thamesmead 
took another important step up last 
month with the marking of a key 
milestone in the delivery of hundreds 
of new homes by Peabody.

The first phase of Southmere Village, 
scheduled to be completed in early 
2021, has reached its highest point 
– the 11th floor. When finished it will 
provide 130 new homes, ranging 
from one-bedroom apartments to 
four-bedroom townhouses.

As well as housing, the development 
will feature new shops and amenities 
– providing jobs, a public square, 
library, community facilities and 
outdoor activity spaces. 

Leader of the London Borough of 
Bexley, Cllr Teresa O’Neill OBE, and 
Managing Director at Durkan, Jim 
Briggs, joined Peabody’s Chief 
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 Thamesmead’s on the up

Peabody has joined forces with 
Ward Councillors Averil Lekau, Sizwe 
James and Olu Babatola to create a 
new playground in the Moorings. 

It features a soft rubbery surface with 
speciality play equipment including 
mounds with stepping stones, a 
cargo net and balance beams.

The councillors contributed more 
than £23,000 from the ward budget 
scheme, which supports projects 
run by local groups for the benefit 
of their communities, with Peabody 
adding £75,000 and managing  
the project.

Located near Byron Close and Owen 
Close, the playground has been 
purpose-built for young children 
aged one to six years. Many young 
families live in the area, with around 
200 households benefiting from the 
playground on their doorstep.

 Play away!

Executive, Brendan Sarsfield, for the 
traditional “topping out” ceremony. 

Brendan said: “This is another key 
moment in the regeneration of 
Thamesmead and our long-term 
vision of building good quality and 
well cared for homes, as well as 
bringing much needed facilities that 
help the community to thrive.” 

Cllr Teresa O’Neill (third from left) with the Peabody team at the topping out ceremony

Two-year old Arden Miller enjoys the new playground

Southmere Village is the first 
development in the Abbey Wood 
and South Thamesmead Housing 
Zone and will deliver more than  
1,600 new homes. 

The second phase will start onsite 
before Christmas this year and 
create over 400 new high-quality 
homes. 
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The magical light festival we 
revealed in the last newsletter 
will be happening on Saturday, 8 
February and Sunday, 9 February  
at Butts Wood and Tump 53 from 
5pm to 9pm. 

Light Up! will be a spectacular 
event featuring fantastic light 
installations, music, entertainment, 
food and drink. 

We still need volunteers to help 
make this event happen, so if you’re 
interested in taking part, email Lisa 
Drew at lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk

October’s Black History Month was a 
great success as communities came 
together to learn about BAME (Black 
Asian Minority Ethnic) history at a 
series of events supported  
by Peabody.

These included African drumming, 
an art workshop and the 
opportunity to build relationships 
and celebrate the beauty  
of diversity.

The month may have ended but 
the festivities go on with the BAME 
Network hosting an end of year 
celebration, including food, music 
and entrainment. 

The event will be held at the 
Exchange Erith, The Old Library, 
Walnut Tree Rd, Erith, DA8 1RS on 
Tuesday 10 December from  
5pm to 8pm. 

For more information, contact Rachel 
Akindele at rachel@bvsc.co.uk 

 Light up!

Peabody, in partnership with 
Greenwich Cooperative 
Development Agency and Royal 
Borough of Greenwich, has trained 
11 local residents to become 
community food champions.

They’ve learnt how to make meals 
healthier by reducing salt, fat, sugar 
and oil intake and are now sharing 
their new knowledge with others 
locally through a series of family 
focussed cookery workshops. 

So far 56 people have taken 
part in the cookery workshops, 
gaining practical knowledge and 
connecting with other local families.  
Participants receive a recipe book 
on completion of the course. 

If you’re interested in becoming a 
food champion or taking part in a 
cookery workshop, contact  
Christine Carrasco on 07802 717 514 
or thamesmead.communities 
@peabody.org.uk

Some of you may have already 
taken part in the consultation 
process being run by The Mayor 
of London working with TfL, the 
London Borough of Bexley and 
the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

Called the Opportunity Area 
Planning Framework (OAPF) it 
will shape new housing and 

Get together to 
mean business

Have your say

 Black history 
 month success Peabody and Royal Borough of 

Greenwich are starting a healthy 
‘Superzone’ in the Moorings.

The GLA scheme creates spaces 
within 200 metres of schools where 
children can be active and avoid 
junk food. 

A Superzone has been set up 
around Hawksmoor Primary 
School with the community 
enjoying the new toddler 
playground to keep healthy.

In the Zone

The Thamesmead Business 
Forum is going from strength to 
strength welcoming more than 20 
businesses every month. 

It is held on the first Monday of 
each month and is an opportunity 
for individuals, start-ups and 
established enterprises to find out 
about potential business growth 
opportunities.

Gary Parker, Managing Director 
of local social regeneration 
company, CNT Associates, said: 
“The Thamesmead Business Forum 
is a dynamic space for new and 
existing businesses to develop as 
well as meet good local business 
contacts.”

If you want to find out more about 
the Forum, go to the Thamesmead 
Portal: www.thamesmeadnow.
org.uk/portal or email 
madeinthamesmead@peabody.
org.uk

employment developments in 
Thamesmead and Abbey Wood 
to help create a great place to 
live and work.

You can register your interest by 
going to www.thamesmeadand 
abbeywoodhome.
commonplace.is/news and 
clicking on ‘Get Project News’.

 Eat yourself fitter



Thamesmead Newsletter December  2019          03      

Please visit thamesmeadnow.org.uk for the full list of events.

Mapping the Histories of  
London’s Travellers Exhibition
Until Wednesday, 18 December,  
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11am–4pm, 
Saturday 7 & 14, 11am–4pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Thamesmead Information Hub,  
216 Yarnton Way, DA18 4BW
A new exhibition showcasing the lives of 
London’s oldest cultural minority, Romany 
Gypsies and Irish Travellers including stories, 
archives, and recordings.
Contact: lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk

Tom Richards and Frances Scott,  
Scratch Performance
Saturday, 7 December, 7pm
Cost: Free
Venue: TACO! 30 Poplar Place, 
Thamesmead, SE28 8BA
A live performance as part of Frances 
Scott’s ongoing research residency with 
TACO!, collaborating with musician Tom 
Richards to produce the soundtrack for 
her new film, Wendy. 
Contact: www.taco.org.uk/TOM-RICHARDS-
AND-FRANCES-SCOTT

Thamesmead’s Best Beaks 
with J D Swann 
Saturday, 7 December, 12pm–4.30pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Thamesmead Library, Binsey Walk, 
London, SE2 9TR (Opposite The Link) 
Ornithological investigator J D Swann will 
be running a workshop for all ages. Make 
composite collages from images of birds 
spotted around Southmere Lake. J D has 
also made a drawing of the ultimate 
Thamesmead bird.
Contact: 020 8980 7774 or  
lakesidecentre@bowarts.com

Lesnes Abbey Christmas Grotto & Fayre
Saturday, 7 & Sunday, 8 December, 12–4pm
Venue: Lesnes Abbey, Abbey Road, DA17
A two-day Christmas extravaganza with 
more than 30 different craft and gift stalls 

plus a pre-bookable Scavenger Hunt 
and live festive music. To book Saturday’s 
Scavenger Hunt go to:  
www.lesnesabbeyevents.eventbrite.com
Contact: info@cceventsuk.com

Christmas Event at Tump 53
Wednesday, 11 December,  
3:30pm–5:30pm 
Cost: Free
Venue: Tump 53 Nature Reserve, Water 
Lily Walk, Thamesmead, SE28 8AS  
(on the footpath between Bentham 
Road and Claridge Way)
Age group: All ages
Come to the Tump 53 Christmas event  
and try crafts such as: Christmas decoration 
making, card making and lots more! All 
children must be supervised by an adult.
Contact: Christine Carrasco on 07802 
717514 or thamesmead.communities @
peabody.org.uk

Making Festive Wreaths
Thursday, 12 December, 2pm–5pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Thamesmead Library, Binsey Walk, 
London, SE2 9TR (Opposite The Link) 
Join Bow Arts artist Bhajan Hunjan for festive 
wreath making with natural materials, in 
collaboration with artist Nancy Thornbar. 
Family friendly and all welcome.
Contact: 020 8980 7774 or  
lakesidecentre@bowarts.com 

Productivity/Output  
within the Art Practice
Thursday, 12 December,  
6.30pm–9.30pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Exbury Egg, Lakeside Centre,  
2 Bazalgette Way, SE2 9AN
The second session of artist Joseph Griffith’s 
exploration of words and listening taking 
place in Stephen Turner’s Exbury Egg.  
Everyone is welcome.
Contact: 020 8980 7774 or  
lakesidecentre@bowarts.com 

Christmas Event at  
Hawksmoor Youth Hub
Saturday, 14 December, 5pm–8pm 
Cost: Free
Venue: Hawksmoor Youth Hub,  
Bentham Road, SE28 8AS
Age group: All ages
Join Moorings Resident’s Community 
Group at their Christmas event. There will 
be: glitter tattoos, tree decorating, and 
stocking making! Free food, a quiz and a 
disco, as well as Santa as the special guest! 
All children must be supervised by an adult.
Contact: mooringscommunitygroup17 
@outlook.com 

Pamper & Feel Good Day
Saturday, 14 December, 11am–4pm
Venue: Abbey Wood Community Centre,  
4 Knee Hill, Abbey Wood, SE2 OYS
Pamper yourself in the run up to 
Christmas with a range of treatments plus 
refreshments and table stalls. Join the 
Facebook group: “Pamper & Feel Good” 
for more information.
Contact: Treatments can be prebooked 
via info@cceventsuk.com. 

Abbey Wood Food & Craft  
Christmas Market
Sunday, 15 December, 11am–4pm
Venue: Abbey Arms Car Park,  
Wilton Road, SE2 9RH
Foods from around the world  
and craft stalls offering great products.
Contact: info@CCEventsuk.com

Winter Solstice Celebration
Sunday, 22 December, 2–5pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Exbury Egg, Lakeside Centre,  
2 Bazalgette Way, SE2 9AN
Welcome in the Winter on the shortest day 
of the year, with a special celebration in 
Stephen Turner’s Exbury Egg.
All welcome.
Contact: 020 8980 7774 or  
lakesidecentre@bowarts.com

Online  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
Email  
thamesmead.regen@peabody.org.uk
Phone  
0300 123 1237

Visit us
The Information Hub
216 Yarnton Way, DA18 4AX 

Open from 11am–4pm every  
Tuesday and Wednesday  
and the first Saturday of every month

Contact us

  ThamesmeadNow  ThamesmeadLDN   Thamesmeadnow

Find out what’s happening  
across Thamesmead
Sign up to the Thamesmead 
e-newsletter. Email us at 
thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk 
adding ‘Sign me up’ in the  
subject line.

What’s on December
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 New boat club ahoy!

 In the frame

Positive Steps Thamesmead supports 
local people by putting them 
in touch with organisations that 
can help them with issues such as 
debt, benefits and housing advice, 
immigration and counselling.

This work wouldn’t be possible without 
the team of brilliant volunteers, so to 
say thank you for all their hard work, 

Thamesmead is set to get even 
greener as Peabody has secured 
a grant of £32,000 to plant 4,000 
trees in the town by the end of  
the year. 

The Mayor of London’s Greener 
City Fund Community Grant 
will fund trees being planted in 
three areas across the town – 
Birchmere, Southmere Park and 
Crossway Park Orchard.

If you’re interested in helping 
celebrate and develop green 
spaces in Thamesmead, you  
can join the Making Space for 
Nature Forum, which looks at 
ways of using technology to 
understand the benefits of 
nature for both the environment 
and peoples’ well-being.

The forum will be meeting again 
in the new year. If you’d like to 
take part please email Jack 
Gower at jack.gower@peabody.
org.uk

Volunteers are bowled over

Thamesmead 
branches out

The recent topping out ceremony 
at Southmere Village isn’t the only 
excitement residents of Staplehurst 
and Tilehurst Towers will have 
noticed on their doorstep recently.

Now the foundations and ground 
floor of the library are finished, the 
huge timber frame for the rest of  
the building is being built.  

A mobile crane is lifting 360 pieces of 
steel, weighing 120 tons, 187 timber 
panels and 116 wooden beams 
into place from now until Christmas. 
The building will be ‘topping out’ in 
the new year when it will reach its 
highest point.

The transformation of Southmere 
Lake is set to continue with Peabody 
receiving planning from the London 
Borough of Bexley to build a new boat 
club, which will open in summer. 

Peabody will be building the new 
boat club next to the newly 
refurbished Lakeside Centre. Once 
completed, Peabody will be working 
with the YMCA, who will be running 
educational programmes, promoting 

Excitement reached fever pitch 
last month when rumours spread 
Beyoncé was filming her latest 
music video in town.

Sadly, it turned out that while 
part of her video was being shot 
in Thamesmead the superstar 
singer herself wasn’t here. 

However, the town will still 
benefit thanks to the payment 
made by the video makers to 
the Thamesmead Community 
Fund, financed by filming fees 
collected by Peabody and the 
Peabody Community Foundation. 

Last year the fund gave more 
than £50,000 to over 30 local 
community projects with grants 
ranging from £200 and £2,000.

If you’ve got an exciting idea for 
a project, please carefully read 
the application guidance notes 
on www.thamesmeadnow.org.
uk before applying. Applications 
for the next round will open 
on 8 January and close on 24 
February. Don’t miss out!

Beyoncé in town?

A computer generated image of how the boating and sailing club will look

health and well-being, as well as 
creating a thriving community facility 
for all to enjoy.

We have committed £225m 
to improving green spaces in 
Thamesmead, including around 
Southmere Lake. As well as the 
boat club, our Southmere Village 
development will provide over 
500 homes, shops, a library and 
community facilities.

Peabody recently took them all for 
lunch and a fun afternoon’s bowling.  

If you would like to volunteer 
for a local project like Positive 
Steps, please contact georgia.
mann@peabody.org.uk. For other 
volunteering opportunities, you can 
contact jacqueline.thomas-fasuyi 
@peabody.org.uk
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Have you got what it takes to 
broadcast to the people of 
Thamesmead? RTM Community 
Radio is looking for new ideas for 
its schedule, from music and plays 
to news and chat.

The station is seeking a wide 
range of proposals for regular 
weekly or monthly shows running 
for 30 minutes to two hours from 
people of aged 18+. RTM can also 
offer training in studio broadcast 
and audio production to help 
your idea come to life. 

Anyone wanting to pitch an idea 
should contact info@RTM.FM

Peabody has agreed a partnership 
with international property and 
infrastructure group, Lendlease, that 
will see the biggest development 
in Thamesmead since its creation 
more than 50 years ago.

The Waterfront will see 11,500 new 
homes, many of them affordable, 
being built by the Thames. 

Working alongside the community, 
the project will revitalise the existing 
Thamesmead town centre. It will also 
create a new cultural community 
and commercial space – bringing 
with it new job opportunities.

A new extension of the Docklands 
Light Railway across the river to 
Thamesmead is critical to unlocking 
the full ambition of the scheme and 
enabling the 250-acre development 
to achieve its full potential.

Peabody Chief Executive, Brendan 
Sarsfield, said: “Thamesmead 
Waterfront represents an historic 
opportunity to transform an isolated 
and underused riverside location 
in London. A new Docklands Light 
Railway crossing would allow this 
long-term partnership to create 
a new waterfront district with 
thousands of affordable homes.”

 Get on course
The Peabody Economic Team 
has added even more courses 
to the programme it runs with 
local colleges, London South East 
Colleges and Learning Enterprise 
College Bexley.

The team has already been 
delivering successful accredited 
training on topics such as IT, First 
Aid and Health & Safety at The Link 
and is now expanding the range 
to include mental health, maths, 
English and construction related 
courses. 

If you are interested, please  
check the Thamesmead Portal:  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/
portal or email thamesmead.
portal@peabody.org.uk

 Reading’s right
Peabody is working with Greenwich 
Leisure Limited and the Dolly Parton 
Imagination Library, supported by 
funding from our partner VINCI 
Facilities, to help youngsters in the 
Moorings learn about the joy of 
books from an early age.

The programme aims to encourage 
a love of reading in children under 
five years old. When you sign up, 
your children will receive a free book 
each month and you’ll be invited 
to visit our reading corners to join in 
with fun family activities! 

Reading from the Start sessions 
are every Thursday from 9:30am–
11:30am at Waterway’s Children’s 
Centre, Southwood Road, 
Thamesmead, SE28 8EZ. 

For more information, email  
Wendy Maietta-Turner on  
wendy.maietta-turner@gll.org 

To qualify to receive free books, you 
must be a Peabody resident and 
live within the Moorings. Everyone is 
welcome to the family sessions.

 Waterfront revival

Peabody has teamed up with 
YouthBuild Ventures UK to create a 
fantastic new opportunity for local 
young people looking to start a 
career in the construction industry. 

A new training programme 
designed to meet the aspirational 
and  technical needs of youngsters 
will be launching in the new year, 
based at the newly refurbished site 
on Titmuss Avenue.

Last month, YouthBuild Ventures UK 
brought past and present students 
to Thamesmead to share their 
experiences of the programme  
with local young residents (above).

For information on the course start 
date and how to apply, go to the 
Thamesmead Portal:  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/
portal or email thamesmead.portal 
@peabody.org.uk

 Build it up

Become a 
radio star
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 Season’s greetings

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES: The Information Hub will be closed on Christmas Eve, Christmas Day,  
New Year’s Eve, New Year’s Day and Saturday, 4 January. Normal opening times will resume on 
Tuesday, 7 January. The Joyce Dawson Way office will be closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day. 
It will reopen on Friday, 27 December but be closed on New Year’s Day.

Meetings held 5-7pm 
First Monday of every month

2019
2 December

2020
6 January   
3 February 
2 March

 Sporting Club

Information Hub 
Information Hub 
Information Hub

Find out how your business can access the potential 
growth opportunities in Thamesmead.

Open to all individuals, Start-up’s or established businesses 
looking to start, develop or grow in Thamesmead.
Thamesmead Information Hub Unit 214, Yarnton Way DA18 4DR
Sporting Club Thamesmead Bayliss Avenue, Thamesmead SE28 8AU

Contact madeinthamesmead@peabody.org.uk

> Support
> Mentoring
> Training
> Tender Opportunities
> News
> Events
> Pop-Up Markets

Peabody would like to wish 
everyone in Thamesmead  
a very Merry Christmas  
and a Happy New Year!


