
Southmere Lake is set to be reborn 
thanks to exciting plans unveiled 
by Peabody that will see it being 
cleaned up and the introduction 
of new plant and wild life.

First, more than 4,500 tons of silt is 
going to be removed to make the 
lake deeper and prevent the build-
up of harmful algae. 

The silt will then be used to 
establish a wetlands area on the 
east side of the lake to attract 
new bird and wildlife. This will also 
include new fishing platforms and 
a fish free channel to encourage 
biodiversity and allow other 
aquatic life, such as frogs and 
newts to flourish. 

Dr Phil Askew, Peabody’s Director 
of Landscape and Placemaking in 
Thamesmead, said: 
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 New lease of life for lake

Thamesmead’s beautiful green spaces are to get a 
boost with the appointment of two new Peabody 
team members. Jack Gower is joining as Landscape 
Activation Manager, while Kat Wojnar is coming 
on board as Thamesmead’s first ever Gardener-in-
Residence. 

Jack has been involved with the Tump 53 Nature 
Reserve for the past two years and in his new role he’ll 
be finding new ways for people who live and work in 
Thamesmead to connect with the natural world.

Kat will be supporting residents, schools and local 
organisations with planting and growing. We hope the 
Gardener-in-Residence will also find interested groups 
in the town who are willing to start activities such as 
seed sharing and growing food.

Details of new initiatives will be announced soon and 
if you’re interested in discovering more about Jack 
and Kat’s plans email Jack.Gower@Peabody.org.uk.

 Everything’s 
 going green

“This work will breathe new life into 
the lake and surrounding area, 
making it a great place for the 
people of Thamesmead to enjoy 
again. It will also allow a much 
richer variety of plant and wildlife 
to grow and prosper here.” 

The lake is part of Peabody’s wider 
regeneration of the area with green 
spaces being improved in Parkview 
and Southmere along with a new 
library, public square, boathouse 
and 860 homes, all joining the 
newly opened Lakeside Centre.

Southmere Lake – computer generated image of future plans

Jack Glover and Kat Wojnar showing off thier green thumbs
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Earlier this year 11-year-old Mia 
Millin successfully applied to the 
Peabody Young Leaders Fund, 
which gives young talented 
residents a chance to create 
something special. 

Mia produced, “Young Minds 
Poetry Collection”, written by herself 
and other UK primary school pupils, 
covering topics such as friendship, 
inspiration and peer pressure. 

She said: “I am so grateful to 
Peabody for giving me the 
opportunity to make my dreams 

Once again we’ve run an exciting 
Summer Holiday programme, full of 
fun-packed activities ranging from 
cycling, cookery sessions, fun days, 
indoor rock climbing and beach trips 
to Chessington and Margate. 

More than 65 residents went on the 
Chessington trip which was run by 
the Moorings Residents Community 
Group. And Peabody’s Community 
Team arranged an outing for 83 
children to Margate beach.
Bow Arts Trust and Charlton 

Local community group for the 
Over 50s, Seniors in Touch (SIT), 
enjoyed a wonderful summer’s day 
at Herne Bay thanks to funding from 
Peabody’s Community Team.

A walk on the beach, sightseeing 
and, of course, fish and chips, made 
for it a day to remember for the 23 
local residents who went along. 

Seniors in Touch run a social group 
at Lakeview Court, Central Way, 
on Tuesdays between 11am–2pm, 
pop in when the group is running or 
contact@seniorsintouch.org.uk for 
more information.

Lakeview Court also offers many 
different activities for older adults 
such as exercise, healthy lunches 
and more. For more details please 
contact Centre Manager, Daniel 
Browne, on 0203 828 3888.

 From bard to verse

 New café link up!
The Performing Arts Centre at The 
Link has been expanding and now 
includes a new upstairs space in Arch 
D2 called The Mezzanine Café. 

As well as teas and coffees, a menu 
of lunches, including homecooked 
hot food (with vegetation options), 
sandwiches, paninis and snacks is 
now available.

As well as serving lunch to the students 
attending the centre’s daytime 
programme, delivered as London 
College of Performing Arts, the café is 
also a great place for group meetings 
or a cup of coffee with friends in 
welcoming surroundings.

of publishing a book come true. I 
hope other young people benefit 
from poetry as much as I have, from 
the feedback received, I think it 
certainly has!”

You can buy it from Etsy: etsy.com/
listing/707712838/young-minds-
poetry-collection. 

If you’re Interested in getting up to 
£500 to fund your project or event, 
The Young Leaders fund is open to 
anyone aged 11-25. Please contact 
Nadia.Kassab@Peabody.org.uk for 
more details.

Athletic Community Trust worked 
in partnership to run our family fun 
days, including arts and crafts, sports 
activities and lunch; this was attended 
by over 130 children. The youngsters 
had fun at the indoor climbing 
sessions, (run by Oakley Adventures) 
learning how to rock climb, as well as 
having a go at high ropes. 

For information on our activities 
happening during October half-term 
please visit thamesmeadnow.org.uk/
portal

Cooking up a storm

 Lots of Summer fun for everyone!

There is a wide variety of 
volunteering roles and numerous 
sporting activities happening in 
Thamesmead that would love to 
have your support. 

If you’re interested in giving up 
some of your time to help others, 
Peabody’s volunteer team 

Why not volunteer to volunteer?
can help you to find a suitable 
placement in the community.

If you have any questions, want 
more advice or support with 
volunteering then please contact 
Jacqueline Thomas-Fasuyi at 
jacqueline.thomas-fasuyi@
peabody.org.uk

 Beside the seaside
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What’s on October & November

Please visit thamesmeadnow.org.uk for the full list of events.

Thamesmead Sessions
Tuesday, 1 October, Tuesday, 15 October 
and Tuesday, 29 October 10am-12pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Thamesmead Information Hub, 
214 Yarnton Way, Erith, DA18 4DR

Hear about current and future 
opportunities from different sectors at the 
Thamesmead Sessions. Turn up on the 
day or book a space with:  
modest.ahmeti@peabody.org.uk.  
Aged 16 and over. 

Thamesmead Culture Forum
Every 1st Wednesday of the month,  
5pm-7pm – upcoming dates  
2 October and 6 November 
Cost: Free
Venue: tbc prior to each meeting.

Discover and connect with what’s 
happening culturally in Thamesmead. 
Everyone welcome!
Contact: Lisa.Drew@peabody.org.uk for 
more information and to be put on the 
mailing list.

Podcasting Workshop
Saturday, 5 October, 10am-4pm
Cost: £5 (includes Lunch) 
Venue: Birchmere Community Hub, 
Owen Close, Thamesmead, SE28 8AL

A comprehensive workshop on 
podcasting by award winning podcast 
produce Clare Lynch. The day will 
cover everything from how to make 
a podcast, types of equipment and 
software, how to distribute, where to get 
funding to support your work, formats 
for shows and creative development of 
your ideas. Clare Lynch is a freelance 
producer, presenter and artist who works 
at Soho Radio. Her latest project includes 
a commission for the Photographers 
Gallery, London. 
Please book here: eventbrite.
com/e/podcasting-workshop-
tickets-71042240253

Thamesmead Business Forum
Monday, 7 October and Monday, 
November 4, 5 -7pm 
Cost: Free
Venue: Sporting Club Thamesmead, 
Bayliss Avenue, Thamesmead, SE28 8AU

Find out how your business can access 
potential growth opportunities, Open 
to all individuals, start-ups or established 
businesses looking develop and grow.
Contact: madeinthamesmead@
peabody.org.uk

BLG (Bromley, Lewisham 
and Greenwich) Mind
Tuesday, 8 October, 11am-1pm 
Venue: Jubilee Hall, Lytton Strachey Path, 
Titmuss Avenue, SE28 8DU

Are you experiencing problems with 
your mental wellbeing? Do you have 
experience of mental health problems and 
want to support others? Come to this BLG 
Mind peer support group to find out more.
Contact: Leona.Patterson@blgmind.org.uk

South Thamesmead Forum
Wednesday, 9 October,  
6.30pm-8pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Thamesmead Information Hub, 
214 Yarnton Way, DA18 4DR.

South Thamesmead Forum is an open 
forum for all South Thamesmead Residents, 
chaired by Communities First – your 
Independent Resident Advisors. It is an 
opportunity to find out more about the 
projects Peabody is doing in your area and 
ask any questions you may have.

Learn how to start an Amazon 
Dropshipping Business
Wednesday, 9 October 2019,  
10am-3pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Sporting Club Thamesmead, 
Bayliss Avenue, Thamesmead, SE28 8NJ

Are you looking to start your own online 
business, but not sure where to start? 

Amazon Dropshipping is a simple business 
model that you can get started on your 
journey to running your own business. This 
is a free workshop open to local people in 
Thamesmead and will provide you with a 
good understanding of how you can get 
started. Aged 18 and over.
Contact: madeinthamesmead@
peabody.org.uk

Heavy View
Saturday, 12 October –  
Sunday, 17 November 
Cost: Free
Venue: TACO!, 30 Poplar Place, 
Thamesmead, SE28 8BA.

An exhibition of new sculpture and 
video by young British Artist Laura Yuile. 
Featuring mannequins and pebbledash 
TV’s, the exhibition explores ideas around 
built in obsolesce, technological change 
and consumerism. A series of workshops 
including a free drop in sessions where 
you can get your old equipment and 
technology fixed for free are planned. 
Please see the TACO! website for further 
details - taco.org.uk 

“Wantrepreneur to Entrepreneur” 
Business Start-Up Course
Tuesday, 5, Friday, 8, Tuesday, 12, Friday, 
15, Tuesday, 19, Friday, 22, Tuesday, 26, 
and Friday, 29 November – 10am-3pm
Cost: Free
Venue: Sporting Club Thamesmead, 
Bayliss Avenue, Thamesmead, SE28 8NJ

This 4 week course is ideal for anybody 
who is looking at starting a business or 
turning their idea into a reality. It will be 
very interactive with guest speakers as well 
as experts in social media, branding and 
also a mindset coach. We are confident 
that by the end of the programme you 
will feel confident and have the tools 
required to get your business started. This 
course is free and open to local people in 
Thamesmead who are aged 18 and over.
Contact: madeinthamesmead@
peabody.org.uk

Online  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
Email  
thamesmead.regen@peabody.org.uk
Phone  
0300 123 1237

Visit us
The Information Hub
216 Yarnton Way, DA18 4AX 

Open from 11am–4pm every  
Tuesday and Wednesday  
and the first Saturday of every month

Contact us

  ThamesmeadNow  ThamesmeadLDN   Thamesmeadnow

Find out what’s happening  
across Thamesmead
Sign up to the Thamesmead 
e-newsletter. Email us at 
thamesmeadnow@peabody.org.uk 
adding ‘Sign me up’ in the  
subject line.
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 New Nature Forum

 More on moorings

Kairos Rehabilitation Trust is a 
medical charity which has recently 
started working alongside the 
Gallions Reach Health Centre at 
Heronsgate Surgery in Broadwater.

It provides therapy and 
rehabilitation for people suffering 
chronic pain. A range of 
treatments are on offer, which aim 
to reduce the burden of symptoms 
and to re-build self-confidence, 
self-esteem and offer sufferers 
greater independence.

The service also looks to tackle 
the problems that often go with 
chronic pain: other physical and 

Following feedback from residents 
we’ve now begun the improvements 
to the green spaces outside homes 
in Parkview and Southmere to make 
the area feel safer, more welcoming 
and provide better outdoor spaces.

Landscape contractor, idverde, has 
started making the changes which 
will take 10 months and include new 
lighting, paving and planting. 

As the work will take place near the 
front of homes and school routes, 
we’ve asked idverde to keep any 
disruption to a minimum. However, if 
you do have any issues or concerns 
please contact the Resident Liaison 
Officer, Rabico Maxamed, on 07469 
402 986, who will also be sending 
out newsletters and letters to keep 
residents informed.

 Parkview and 
 Southmere 
 improvements

The former Moorings Social Club will 
be refurbished and open again to 
the public from late 2020, alongside 
new spaces in Byron Close arches 
and the surrounding area.

We have been meeting monthly 
with a group of young people from 
Woolwich Polytechnic and also the 
wider community at our drop-in 
sessions at Tump 53 to shape the 
project, so it meets the needs of 
residents.

Please come along to our next 
drop-in sessions on Saturday, 5 
October, 11am – 3pm and Saturday, 
2 November, 11am – 3pm to give us 
your thoughts and see how we are 
bringing your ideas to life.

Last month saw the first meeting 
of the Thamesmead Nature Forum 
at the Information Hub on Yarnton 
Way. This has been set up as a 
regular gathering of local people 
who have an interest in nature and 
the landscape. 

Every time the forum meet there’ll 
also be a nature related activity, 
talk or guided walk – such as bat 
detecting, tour of landscape 
works or species identification walk 
so if you’re interested in taking 
part please email Jack.Gower@
Peabody.org.uk

October is Black History Month, 
an opportunity to commemorate 
the influence, contribution and 
achievements of those from 
the Black, Asian Minority Ethnic 
(BAME) community.

The Bexley BAME Network will 
be hosting a series of activities 
to celebrate Black History 
from October until December 
including: a health day; cooking 
workshops; arts classes; African 
drumming and more! Do not 
miss out and come along to 
celebrate the beauty of culture 
and diversity

For more information contact
Rachel Akindele at Rachel@
bvsc.co.uk or 07951 993 234.

mental health problems; difficulties 
with disability benefits and 
problems with medication. 

Alongside the medical therapeutic 
treatments, the Kairos Trust offers a 
number of workshops for patients 
and others looking to broaden 
their social circles and try out new 
creative activities. They include: 
gardening; art; choir; music; wool-
felting and aim to encourage new 
interests, friendships and skills. 

If you would like to learn more 
about the groups, please contact 
Kairos’ Coordinator, Ingrid 
Hermansen on 07712 810 108.

Welcome relief for pain sufferers

Celebrate Black 
History Month

Computer generated image

First meeting of the Nature Forum

Helping pain sufferers through gardening
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Last year, Peabody’s Thamesmead 
50th Fund, awarded £51,117 to 31 
inspiring community focused projects. 

Now, the fund is back with a new 
name, “Thamesmead Community 
Fund”, and will again be jointly 
financed by fees from the filming 
that takes place in the town and the 
Peabody Community Foundation. 

A resident panel will assess all 
applications and we’ll be giving out 
grants of between £200 and £2,000 
towards community-based activities.

Go to www.thamesmeadnow.org.
uk to read the guidance notes 
and apply. The next deadline 
for applications is Monday, 18th 
November.

Arts Council England has announced 
it will be investing £1 million in 
the borough of Bexley as part of 
its Creative People and Places 
programme. 

The project is being led by a 
partnership between Peabody, 
TACO!, The Exchange and Orbit 
Housing. Over the next four year we 
will focus on empowering individuals 
in the community to create their 
own work, gain confidence in taking 
part in the arts and celebrate their 
cultural voice. 

 Home is where the art is

Adriana Marques, Head of 
Thamesmead Cultural Strategy from 
Peabody, said: “This is a fantastic 
opportunity to help us unlock the 
huge creative potential of people 
in Thamesmead and North Bexley. 
There is so much untapped talent 
and enthusiasm for grass-roots 
cultural activity.” 

The programme will be developed 
over the next six months, if you want 
to be involved or know communities 
who would benefit, contact: 
ThamesmeadNow@peabody.org.uk.

 Scan plan
The Thamesmead Community 
Archive is still on the hunt for more 
nostalgic gems and extra pairs  
of hands to help us digitally  
scan materials. 

We have already scanned more 
than 2,000 objects for the archive, 
but there is always room for more! 
In October we will be appointing 
an artist to work with us so we can 
work even more closely with local 
communities and capture the many 
great stories of Thamesmead. 

Please email our Archive Manger 
at Sharon.Casey@Peabody.org.uk 
if you would like to get involved or 
have any material to share with us. 

 Focus on film
Thamesmead is one of the most 
popular filming locations in London 
for films, TV and adverts.

In the past six months we’ve had; 
Reebok, Nike, Adidas, FIFA, Paddy 
Power and even the government’s 
Department of Education all 
filming in the town with the fees 
they paid going straight into the 
Thamesmead Community Fund to 
support local initiatives.

We have also run three workshops 
for residents, had eight very 
dedicated local runners and 24 
extras work on productions. If you 
are interested in being part of 
future filming, please contact  
Lisa.Drew@Peabody.org.uk.

 Community fund is back!

 Let there be light
As part of our ongoing cultural 
programme and commitment to 
making the most of Thamesmead’s 
green spaces, we are working on 
plans for a small but magical light 
festival for early 2020.

This will bring amazing light 
installations and activities to spaces 
such as Tump 53, our canals, lakes 
and parks. Plans are in the very 
early stages with dates and details 
being finalised by November so 
keep an eye on our website and 
social media for more details. 

Thamesmead Festival 2019
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Meetings held 5-7pm 
First Monday of every month

2019
7 October Sporting Club
4 November Sporting Club
2 December Sporting Club

2020
6 January   Information Hub
3 February Information Hub
2 March Information Hub

Find out how your business 
can access the potential growth 
opportunities in Thamesmead.

Open to all individuals, Start-up’s 
or established businesses 
looking to start, develop or grow 
in Thamesmead.
Thamesmead Information Hub 
Unit 214, Yarnton Way DA18 4DR
Sporting Club Thamesmead 
Bayliss Avenue, Thamesmead SE28 8AU

Contact madeinthamesmead@peabody.org.uk

> Support
> Mentoring
> Training
> Tender Opportunities
> News
> Events
> Pop-Up Markets

Sessions held from 10am — 12pm 
at Thamesmead Information Hub 
214 Yarnton Way, Erith DA18 4DR

2019
3 September Enterprise Information Hub
17 September Fashion/Photography Information Hub 
1 October Construction Information Hub  
29 October Finance Information Hub 
12 November IT Skills Information Hub 

Come and join the Thamesmead Sessions 
where you will be able to hear about content 
and future opportunities within a wide 
variety of sectors

Turn up or register for attendance with: 
modest.ahmeti@peabody.org.uk

> Open to all
> Overview from industry     

experts and employers
> Q&A
> Networking
> Live opportunities

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COURSE STARTS @ SE6 
 FOR MORE INFORMATION 

CALL 0203 828 4749 or 07771 305 971 
Places are limited!  

BE BOLD 
CHOOSE A CAREER IN 

CONSTRUCTION WITH 
AN EARNING POTENTIAL 
OF £150 – £250 PER DAY 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

> Open to all
> Overview from industry     

experts and employers
> Q&A
> Networking
> Live opportunities

Sessions held from 10am — 12pm 
at Thamesmead Information Hub 
214 Yarnton Way, Erith DA18 4DR

2019
1 October Construction Information Hub  
29 October Finance Information Hub 
12 November IT Skills Information Hub 

Come and join the Thamesmead Sessions 
where you will be able to hear about content 
and future opportunities within a wide 
variety of sectors

Turn up or register for attendance with: 
modest.ahmeti@peabody.org.uk




