
The former Moorings Social Club will be refurbished and open again 
to the public from late 2020, alongside new spaces in Byron Close 
arches and the surrounding landscape. We want to hear from all 
residents, new and old. There will be opportunities at every stage to 
be involved in every detail, from how it might look to how it could run, 
to what might happen there. Things are moving forward, but we  
really need more people to be involved to help us make the next 
important decisions.

Early in 2018, Peabody applied for funding from the Mayor 
of London’s Good Growth Fund following conversations 
about what you feel is missing in The Moorings and what 
could be improved. More than 80 residents, businesses 
and community groups supported us in our successful bid, 
which secured £1.15m from the Mayor of London with 
Peabody contributing a further £1m. 
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So far, we’ve met community groups from across the area 
to talk about the project, what the social life of the area is 
like, what’s missing, and what the spaces could do. We’ve 
held four monthly drop-in sessions, spoken to residents, 
had a field trip where we’ve looked at other community 
spaces across East London and have been working with  
a group of young people from Woolwich Polytechnic Boys 
School. We have been finding out what the community’s 
priorities are, so we don’t make any assumptions. This 
work will continue, so if you see us out and about, come 
and find out what we are up to and how you can be 
involved. Artist Verity-Jane Keefe is working hard feeding 
all of this back to the wider design team, to ensure that we 
make the right decisions for the community. We’ve only 
just begun, but will be making sure we speak to and include 
as many of you as possible.

Planning permission has been submitted for the change of 
use so the building can reopen as community and office 
space and for some basic structural changes, such as putting 
back the big windows and a lift. Contact Kate Batchelor 
from Peabody if you’d like to see this or visit Royal Borough 
of Greenwich’s planning website.

The former Moorings Social Club, Arnott Close



We’ve heard that accessibility is really important; not  
just as a minimum provision, but the need to make the 
building as accessible as possible to everyone.

We’re also aware that accessibility is more than just the 
lift. How you enter the building, and view it from afar, 
being clear about what is happening inside.

We’ve found out that safety is a big priority – inside the 
building, and outside across the landscape and wider 
Moorings area. 

We’ve heard that a big priority for the community is  
to provide spaces for families and all ages, that truly 
represent the community.

We’ve heard that people are really happy to see the 
former social club open again, but that it can’t be the 
way it was before. When it was open many residents 
wouldn’t go inside, or didn’t feel like it was for them.  
On the other hand we’ve also heard that people really 
want it to be the way that it was before. 

Everyone we’ve spoken to has said that there is 
nowhere for people to go and meet, to sit and read a 
newspaper, have a cup of tea or just meet a friend for a 
catch-up, beyond going to a formal community group.

Many residents approach Gogi’s and the former social 
club from the back, which at the moment is a mess and, 
at times, can feel unsafe and unwelcoming.

The Moorings has young and older people and we  
want to ensure we are working with representatives from 
all ages.

We’ve decided to prioritise installing a larger lift, that 
would fit power chairs and families, instead of the 
minimum required.

We’re committed to keeping as much of the glazing  
as possible, to keep the building as open as possible, 
whilst ensuring it doesn’t overheat in the summer, or 
become too chilly in the winter. 

We’ve been working with Secure by Design and 
Peabody Wardens, to build a clear picture of safety 
issues and possible design solutions – where should 
CCTV be located, how do people arrive at the building. 
The original entrance of the building will be reinstated 
to the front, on the right-hand side of the alleyway – 
keeping other fire exits and ways in as options.

We’re spending a lot of time to ensure that the former 
social club can work in a flexible way. Having a variety 
of activities across all of its spaces at the same time. 
None of the whats, wheres and the whys have been 
decided yet, but we know that in order for the next 
chapter of the building’s life to be a success, it needs 
to be able to work for different age groups.

The refurbished former social club will not have a bar. 
We know this is difficult, especially with the lack of 
pubs in the area. It will be a new space for socialising  
a community space for now and the future.

There will be a café provision of some sort, a place to 
get a cup of tea or drink and the building will be open 
for the community to come and use, or to come and 
do-nothing in. We know it’s important for the building 
to be open at regular times, as much as possible – so 
you can pop down and know it’s open. 

We are committed to finding/designing solutions that 
make the back of the building operate like a front – 
announcing an entrance as well as improved safety.

We are currently meeting with a cross-school group 
from Woolwich Polytechnic from now until the building 
opens. We have been visiting community groups and 
have our monthly drop-in sessions where all are welcome.  

You said We are doing Who

When

Stephen Mooring 
Advisor/original  
architect of Moorings 

Kate Batchelor  
Senior Regeneration 
Manager

Tim Rettler  
Greater London 
Authority

Michelle Carter
Neighbourhood 
Manager

Sarah-Jane Day 
Thamesmead 
Information Manager

Thelma McNamara
Neighbourhood 
Manager

Rachel Wicks
Community 
Regeneration Officer

Gez Kellaghan
Community 
Regeneration Manager

Kelly Sullivan 
Resident Involvement 
Officer

Mia Frostner
Europa, graphic 
designers

Andrea Panizzo  
EVA, landscape 
architects

Gianluca Stefani 
EVA, landscape 
architects

James Soane  
Project Orange, 
architects

Dawa Pratten  
Project Orange, 
architects

Tom Bend 
Project Orange, 
architects

Verity-Jane Keefe 
Artist on design team, 
co-design lead

Daisy Froud  
Co-design facilitator

Josh Mallins  
Co-design assistant

If you see any of us around please stop and talk to us about the progress of the project.

Monthly Drop in Session 11am–3pm at Tump 53
These are opportunities to see progress, share 
thoughts, find out how you can be involved etc.

Arnott Close Toy Giveaway 2.30–5pm
A free jumble giveaway of used toys and books 
from the former Trust Thamesmead Nursery.

Monthly Drop in Session 11am–3pm at Tump 53

Monthly Drop in Session 11am–3pm at Tump 53

Arnott Close Takeover Day 2–7pm A social club 
outside – have tea and food, talk about what you’d 
like to happen inside, read the paper, play a game. 

Design Development Workshop – Landscape 
6–8pm at Tump 53 Workshops to help shape 
the design and how the spaces will work. 
Free and open to all but spaces are limited so 
please RSVP to Verity using the contact details 
overleaf. 

Landscape Takeover Day 12–5pm A picnic with 
activities for young and old on Byron Close.

Outdoor short film screening of Verity’s new 
work, made as part of her artist residency.

15 June 2019

3 July 2019

13 July 2019

10 Aug 2019

14 Aug 2019

21 Aug 2019

24 Aug 2019

Sep 2019 TBC

We want to be as transparent as possible on this project. We want to share what we’re planning on doing, in response to 
what people have said is important. This isn’t finished, just where we’re up to.
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Kate Batchelor
Email kate.batchelor@peabody.org.uk 
Telephone 020 3828 4450 
Mobile  07725 648196 

Verity-Jane Keefe  
Email hello@verityjanekeefe.co.uk  
Text  07817 302637

Facebook YourMoorings
Instagram @thamesmeadnow
Twitter @thamesmeadLDN
Web www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk

ContactYour Moorings
This pamphlet will evolve with the project, developing and sharing a new 
visual identity for the spaces and The Moorings area. We want to be 
as transparent as possible, and welcome feedback. This is the second 
of four pamphlets that will be delivered to you at different moments 
within the project, sharing updates on what has happened, what will be 
happening and when, how you can be involved, opportunities all the way 
through to details on the opening. There will also be posters, Peabody’s 
usual channels and more. Keep your eyes peeled! 

The Good Growth Fund is the Mayor of London’s regeneration 
programme from 2017–18 to 2020–21, delivered through the London 
Economic Action Partnership (LEAP). The Good Growth Fund has  
been designed to support three strategic themes: Empowering People,  
Making Better Places and Growing Prosperity, encouraging cross- 
cutting proposals that help to secure long-term social, environmental  
and economic sustainability. 
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