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Peabody has been granted 
planning permission from the 
London Borough of Bexley to 
transform two hectares of public 
realm in Thamesmead.

The project will start on 
Portmeadow Walk in Southmere 
and Mangold Way and Redpoll 
Way in Parkview. Outdoor spaces 
will be created with new seating, 
colourful planting, improved 
pathway lighting and attractive 
landscaped gardens.

Dr Phil Askew, Director  
Landscape & Placemaking  
at Peabody said: “This is the  
first of many projects to improve 
our outdoor spaces. We’re so 
pleased to see it moving ahead. 
Our plans are going to improve 
the walkways and green spaces 
with new plants that will attract 
wildlife like bees. We have had 
really positive feedback from  
our trials which we’ve fed  
into our final plan.”

 Planning permission granted 
 to create new gardens

Deputy Leader and Cabinet 
Member for Growth, Cllr Louie 
French said: “This is more good 
news for Thamesmead and 
regeneration in the borough. It is 
a great scheme that will make a 
really positive difference to the 
look and feel of the area for local 
people once it is complete.”

The project is expected to start 
early next year.

“Our plans are going to improve the walkways and 
green spaces with new colourful planting that will 

encourage wildlife and nectar feeding insects.”
Dr Phil Askew, Director Landscape & Placemaking at Peabody

Contact:
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Thamesmead 50th Fund 
and location filming
Thamesmead has long been an 
attractive area for films, adverts and 
music videos to be filmed, and over 
the last two years all of our location 
filming has been managed by an 
experienced agency called Film Fixer. 
Since September 2017, Peabody has 
ring-fenced all of the fees we receive 
from filming and put them into a 
new community fund to celebrate 
Thamesmead 50th anniversary.

The 50th Fund was launched in 
February 2018 and has had over 40 
applications to date, with 17 projects 
receiving funding. The fund is open to 
anyone in Thamesmead to support 
community and cultural activities 
and support local businesses. The 
fund is accepting applications until 16 
November this year with final grants 
being decided in December.

Please visit our website www.
thamesmeadnow.org.uk and 
click on ‘Celebrating 50 years of 
Thamesmead’ on the home page.

Filming in Thamesmead
Over the last year, Thamesmead has 
been the set of a new BBC Drama 
called Informer which had over 70 
local residents as extras. Informer 
is due to come out this month! We 
have also welcomed Sam Smith and 
Skepta to shoot new music videos, 
Puma and Uniqlo to shoot their 
latest fashion collections, as well as 
supporting a few student films.

Future filming
We have become very selective 
about the type of filming we allow 
in Thamesmead, and we will only 
ever grant permission to films  
which will paint Thamesmead  
in a positive light. 

We also request that all film 
shoots provide some form of work 
experience or paid opportunities to 
local residents where possible.  
If you would like to be involved  
in future filming, please email  
lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk.

However, we are aware that some 
unlicensed filming activity has 
been taking place without our 
permission. All of our teams have 
been briefed to look out for this 
and all film crews must carry a valid 
Film Fixer licence with them. 

If you suspect an unlicensed film 
crew is operating please call Film 
Fixer on 0207 620 0391.
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What’s on  October and November

New dance club 
Monday, 4.15pm – 5pm
Cost: £4.50
Venue: Prestige Dance,  
Byron close (off Disraeli Close)  
SE28 8AA
An exciting new dance class  
for four to seven-year olds which 
covers a range of dance styles from 
street to freestyle and musical theatre. 
The first class is free!
Contact: Please contact Corinna 
on 07989 829507 or corinnadance@
hotmail.co.uk

Ballet’n’Tap
Tuesday, 4.15pm – 5pm
Cost: £4.50
Venue: Prestige Dance,  
Byron close (off Disraeli Close)  
SE28 8AA
A fun ballet and tap class for four to 
seven-year olds. This class is a great 
way to learn co-ordination skills and 
meet new friends.  
The first class is free!
Contact: Please contact Corinna 
on 07989 829507 or corinnadance@
hotmail.co.uk

Over 70 experts in the landscape 
sector, came from all over the 
world to visit Thamesmead  
on Friday 7 September as  
part of the Landscape  
Institute’s Valuing Landscape 
Conference 2018. 

Landscape Institute conference

October half-term programme 
We will be having an fun-packed 
programme for October half-term 
which includes arts and crafts at 
Birchmere Community Hub, indoor 
rock climbing at the Link and a spooky 
Halloween event at Tump 53. For 
further information please contact 
christine.carrasco@peabody.org.uk

Big Bike Ride
7 October, 10am
Cost: £10 for adults, £5 for children and 
families (2 adults and 2 children) £25
Venue: Across Thamesmead SE28
A fun family bike ride along the River 
Thames. There’s four starting points; 
Erith, Thamesmead, Woolwich and 
Greenwich and a choice of distances 
ranging from 14 miles to 28 miles.
Contact: www.communityhospice.
org.uk

RTM (Radio Thamesmead) 
19 October to 16 November
Venue: TACO! 30 Poplar Place, 
Thamesmead, SE28 8BA
TACO! is working with Ravensbourne 
College, BBC producers Reduced 
Listening, and community radio expert 

Please visit  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk  
for the full list of events.

Andy Sayers to offer free training 
in broadcast production. Training 
sessions are running until 15 November 
and are open to anyone. 
Contact: info@taco.org.uk 

Upcoming programme on RTM 
‘Tales by Moonlight’
19 October to 16 November
Tune in to RTM by visiting www.RTM.FM 
Story telling is an important part of 
many cultures with fables and tales 
shared and passed down through 
generations. In Nigerian culture, 
children and families gather around 
older people who share these stories. 
To celebrate, we’re running a “Tales 
by Moonlight” show which is inspired 
by a Nigerian TV show of the same 
name. The shows will be narrated and 
broadcast on Radio Thamesmead. 
Contact: Rachel Akindele on 
07951993234 or rachel@bvsc.co.uk  
if you’d like to take part.
Visit www.RTM.FM for the full 
broadcast programme.

They came to see the unique 
landscape of Thamesmead and to 
find out about our plans for the blue 
and green spaces. They were very 
impressed by the amount of blue 
and green space available so  
close to London. 

Richard Lewis from Active Planning 
said: “It was fantastic to see the 
landscape of Thamesmead for 
myself. There’s lots of opportunity here 
to build on the unique waterways 
and parks and make them even 
more accessible for everyone.”

Dr Phil Askew, Director Landscape & 
Placemaking at Peabody speaking on his 
Green Infrastructure tour of Thamesmead
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South 
Thamesmead  
Planning application 
for new civic building
At the end of August, we 
submitted a planning application 
to the London Borough of 
Bexley for a new civic building in 
Thamesmead. The civic building 
includes a new library which will 
be managed by the London 
Borough of Bexley. The library will 
be on the ground floor with the 
mezzanine and first floor being 
managed by the Peabody 
Community Foundation. The 
foundation will provide a range 
of community services and 
activities for local residents as well 
as flexible community spaces for 
fitness, leisure and event hire. It’s 
hoped that a planning decision 
will be made before the end of  
this year.

Lensbury Way
Part of Lensbury Way will be 
closed when we deliver our 
regeneration plans for this part of 
the South Thamesmead Estate. 
The order was approved by 
London Borough of Bexley on the 
14 August 2018 but we won’t be 
blocking off Lensbury Way until 
an alternate road is built. A new 
road will be created onto Harrow 
Manor Way to give residents 
access to Lensbury Way. 

Plans showing the new access 
route are available by visiting 
www.thamesmeadnow.org.
uk and in the Information 
Hub at 216 Yarnton Way. The 
Information Hub is open every 
Tuesday and Wednesday and 
the first Saturday of each month 
between 11am - 4pm.

Willowbank Primary
We have recently finished a 
number of improvement works 
at Willowbank Primary School 
just in time for the new school 
year. Our contractor, Durkan, 
completed these works which 
included building a fully serviced 
cabin room and an allotment 
for the children. We’ve received 
really positive comments from the 
school and we hope they enjoy 
their new facilities.

On the 24 August we hosted 
‘Sounds of the Streets’ at The Link 
which celebrated the upcoming 
talent in spoken word and urban 
music in Thamesmead. Over 60 
people came along to support the 
performers, which included local 
talents Kidbookie and JamKvy, as 
well as Scufizzer. There were also 
performances from the Greenwich 

Sounds of the Streets

& Lewisham Young People’s 
Theatre and two local teenagers 
who attended a ‘spoken word’ 
workshop at The Link prior to  
the event. 

If you are interested in getting 
involved in events like this  
please contact Lisa Drew  
lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk
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Thamesmead  
Parent’s Forum 
We’d like to hear from you about 
what would make Thamesmead 
better for children and families. 
This will help us to shape our plans. 
We’ve also set up a parent’s forum 
which will meet on 15 October. 
Please contact Rachel Wicks on  
rachel.wicks@peabody.org.uk or 
0203 828 3525 to find out more.



Online  
www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk
Email  
thamesmead.regen@peabody.org.uk
Phone  
0300 123 1237

Visit us
The Information Hub
216 Yarnton Way, DA18 4AX 
Open from 11am - 4pm every  
Tuesday and Wednesday  
and the first Saturday of every month

Contact us

www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk

  ThamesmeadNow

 ThamesmeadLDN
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Activating Community 
Spaces for Sport 
We teamed up with Porchlight and 
Charlton Athletic Community Trust to 
run a series of sports sessions at the 
Sporting Club Thamesmead, Middle 
Way ball court and Claridge Way ball 
court. The sessions ran for five weeks 
over the summer break and almost 
100 young people took part.  

Sports development  
across Thamesmead
Our Sports Development team and 
Charlton Athletic Community Trust 
(CACT) teamed up with London 
Borough of Bexley to offer a week of 
football and sport activities to local 
people at Lesnes Abbey.

We had positive feedback from 
parents who thought it was a great 
idea to get children active during 
the summer holidays. They enjoyed 
watching their children take part 
in the free activities which were 
funded by the London Borough of 
Bexley. From the 30 July to 3 August 
we had 39 children aged between 
four and 12 years who took part 
in the activities and we had very 
similar numbers during each week of 
the summer holidays.

Footie fun
Sporting Club Thamesmead hosted 
four weeks of football courses which 
was attended by over 100 children 
aged five to 12 years. The sessions 
provide an opportunity for them to 
hone their technique and learn new 

skills. They then played matches and 
tournaments where they got to put it 
all into practice.

School holiday fun
If football wasn’t your thing we 
also ran cookery sessions, family 
fun days and indoor rock climbing.
In partnership with Greenwich 
Cooperative Development 

Agency, the theme of the family 
fun day was “healthy lifestyle” 
where over 120 children were 
able to take part in arts and crafts 
and sporting activities. Working 
with two schools in the Moorings, 
we ran a four-week summer 
programme with trips to the 
seaside and bowling. In total 303 
children and 138 adults took part in 
the summer activities.

Find out what’s happening  
across Thamesmead
Sign up to the Thamesmead 
e-newsletter. All you have to do is 
email thamesmeadnow@peabody.
org.uk adding ‘Sign me up’ in the 
subject line.

Summer of fun!
We had lots of different activities take place over the summer holidays and we’d especially like to thank all of our 
partners for their support. We had a fun-filled programme of sports and activities for children aged four years old  
and over which included football, cycling and cookery and much more.


