
Fly by Night 

 

Job description: Pigeon Custodian, 11-week contract starting immediately,  

£357 per week 

 

 

 

 
Fly By Night will take place at dusk above the river Thames from 20 to 23 June, 2018.  

2018 marks 100 years since the end of the First World War, and this project pays 

homage to some of the First World War’s unsung heroes: the military pigeons that 

played crucial roles delivering messages between distant personnel. Thamesmead also 

played a strong role in the First World War as it used to be part of the Royal Arsenal 

and munitions were fabricated here. The Thamesmead Ecology Area and Moat 

Gardens are what remains of this history on your doorstep.  

Fly By Night will involve a large flock of trained pigeons kept in specially made bird 

coops on the golf course. At dusk each night the call of a whistle will be a signal for 

the trained pigeons to emerge from their coops and soar, swoop and glide through the 

sky, with the leg bands that once carried vital messages now replaced by tiny LED 

lights.  

Fly by Night is part of several London wide festivals and is a collaborative project 

between London International Festival of Theatre, 14-18Now, Greenwich+Dockland 

International Festival, the London Borough of Bexley and Peabody. 

 

To make this project happen we’re looking for three enthusiastic locals, who would 

like to support Duke Riley and his team in taking care of the stars of the show – the 

pigeons! 

 

Duration of job: Fixed-term 11-week contract from now until 25 June 2018, with a 2 

week probation time. 

 



Location of Job: Former golf course, Thamesmead 

Pay & Hours: £357 per week, 8am – 4pm 

 

Areas of responsibilities: 

 

• Provide fresh water for pigeons daily, administering vitamins to water 

• Daily feeding of pigeons 

• Clean coops on a rotating schedule set by Duke.   

Daily cleaning will consist of scraping guano, sweeping, replacing floor cover, 

cleaning food and water vessels. 

• Use judgment to point out to crew if pigeon looks injured or sick (no experience 

required—signs will be taught). 

• Change floor paper in the Medical Bay 

• Communicate clearly with crew 

• Unloading feed deliveries. 

• General tidying, sweeping and cleaning of all work areas. Removal of trash 

• Includes manual handling, climbing stairs and/or ladders 

 

Person specifications: 

 

• Must be comfortable handling pigeons. 

• Must use calm and quiet movements around the pigeons 

• Exercise respect and care for the pigeons. 

• Must work pro-actively 

• Physical stamina and dexterity  

• Must be comfortable with heights 

• Must be available for the whole duration of the project (April –June) 

 

How to apply: 

If you’re interested in being part of this exciting, once in a lifetime experience please 

get in touch with lisa.drew@peabody.org.uk  

Please also get in touch with Lisa in case you have any access requirements. 
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