
Fly by Night 

 

Job description: Pigeon Training Assistant Volunteer, 6 weeks, 2-5 evenings a 

week 6:30-10:30pm, starting on 13th May 2018 

 

 

 

Fly By Night will take place at dusk above the river Thames from 20th to 23rd June, 

2018.  

2018 marks 100 years since the end of the First World War, and this project pays 

homage to some of the First World War’s unsung heroes: the military pigeons that 

played crucial roles delivering messages between distant personnel. Thamesmead also 

played a strong role in the First World War as it used to be part of the Royal Arsenal 

and munitions were fabricated here. The Thamesmead Ecology Area and Moat 

Gardens are what remains of this history on your doorstep.  

Fly By Night will involve a large flock of trained pigeons kept in specially made bird 

coops on the golf course. At dusk each night the call of a whistle will be a signal for 

the trained pigeons to emerge from their coops and soar, swoop and glide through the 

sky, with the leg bands that once carried vital messages now replaced by tiny LED 

lights.  

Fly by Night is part of several London wide festivals and is a collaborative project 

between London International Festival of Theatre, 14-18Now, Greenwich+Dockland 

International Festival, the London Borough of Bexley and Peabody. 

 

To make this project happen we’re looking for a group of enthusiastic volunteers, 

who would like to support Duke Riley and his team with the training of the pigeons, 

as well as during the evening performances of Fly by Night. 

 

Duration of Job: 2-5 evenings per week, starting from 13th May 2018 until 24th June 

2018. 

Location: Former golf course, Thamesmead 



Commitment & Hours:  6:30pm -10:30pm, volunteer training will take place in the 

first couple of sessions, so attendance to those sessions is important.   

 

Areas of Responsibilities: 

 

• Participate in bird counts 

• Assist in attaching and removing light bands to the bird’s legs 

• Cooperate and work closely with work partners 

• Assist crew in feeding the birds at the end of the night 

• Use own judgement to point out to crew if pigeons look injured or sick  

(no experience required – signs will be taught) 

• Communicate clearly with crew. Follow crew signals to open hatches to release 

birds on cue) 

• Assist in calling birds back to the coops at the end of the night (whistling, bell 

ringing) 

• Observe silence during performance 

• Not to disclose location of site prior to performances  

• Do not disclose location or project to outsiders 

• Includes manual handling, climbing stairs and/or ladders 

 

Person Specifications: 

 

• Must be comfortable handling pigeons. 

• Must use calm and quiet movements around the pigeons 

• Exercise respect and care for the pigeons. 

• Must work pro-actively 

• Must wear black clothes during performances 

• Physical stamina and dexterity  

• Must be comfortable with heights 

 

Please join us for an information evening at the Sporting Club Thamesmead on 

Friday, 16th March, 6-8pm. 

 

How to apply: 

If you’re interested in being part of this exciting, once in a lifetime experience please 

get in touch with elizabeth@festival.org  

Please also get in touch with Elizabeth in case you have any access requirements. 
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