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Works about to begin 

Works are about to begin on several 
projects in South Thamesmead, making 
way for hundreds of new homes, a 
new public library and civic centre and 
both community and commercial units 
among other things which will form part 
of the new Southmere Village. You can 
read all about these and more over the 
coming pages.

We are aiming to send a newsletter 
every quarter to update you with 
the latest news, information and 
progress of works taking place in South 
Thamesmead. 

Meanwhile, if you have any 
queries regarding any part of this 
newsletter, please get in touch, email: 
Thamesmead.Regen@peabody.org.
uk. Alternatively you can join us at the 
South Thamesmead Forum which is 
taking place 6.30pm–8pm on Thursday 
14 September at our Parkview Hub office 
on Yarnton Way.

Southmere Village Library design 

consultation

We recently invited innovative architects 
to come up with designs for the new 
Southmere Village Library. See for 
yourself the five shortlisted proposed 
designs and let us know what you like 
and don’t like about them:

•  10am–4pm on Monday 2, Friday 6  
and Monday 9 October

• 9am–12noon on Saturday 7 October
•  10am–7pm on Tuesday 3 and 

Wednesday 11 October

The consultation will take place at the 
new Parkview Information Hub next to 
our office on Yarnton Way. 

Alternatively, you can provide feedback 
online between 2 and 11 October: 
www.ThamesmeadNow.org.uk/
SouthmereVillageLibraryConsultation

Feedback will be forwarded to an expert 
panel who will make the final decision 
later this year.
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Demolition of footbridge

The footbridge that connects the 
Wolvercote Road area to Southmere/
Tavy Bridge will close in the coming 
weeks to enable us to prepare for its 
demolition taking place later this year. 

An area of the walkway on Yarnton 
Way near Maplin, Clewer and Wyfold 
Houses will also be temporarily closed 
for approximately two weeks to allow us 
safely undertake the demolition works.

Look out for notices in the area, that will 
provide further details.

There are two alternative pedestrian 
routes across Yarnton Way. The first is the 
zebra crossing near to the Yarnton Way/
Harrow Manorway roundabout. 
The second is in the Parkview area at the 
footbridge which connects Wolvercote 
Road (at the base of Radley House) and 
Southmere Square.

Yarnton Way Wall 

As part of our plans to improve South 
Thamesmead we proposed to demolish 
the Yarnton Way Wall and replace it 
with high quality landscaping which 
will feature in the open spaces between 
homes.

These proposals were included within 
the planning application to refurbish the 
Parkview Towers, which was withdrawn.

We are mindful that residents are keen to 
see the removal of this wall and we are 
considering how this could be delivered 
as a separate piece of work.

Launch of Abbey Wood station

The new Abbey Wood station will 
open from the end of October for 
Southeastern trains. Passengers will 
benefit from a new larger ticket hall 
which can be accessed from the 

Harrow Manorway flyover and new 
lifts to provide step-free access from 
the platform to the street. Look out for 
details about the launch event which 
will be made available by Crossrail 
nearer the time.

Harrow Manorway improvements

The Harrow Manorway project will see 
the current road widened and new bus 
lanes, footpaths and cycle lanes created 
on both sides of the road.

Contractors started working on the 
first phase of improvements in July; the 
environmental improvements will make 
the area look and feel more open and 
greener as new trees and planting will 

be included. The full project is expected 
to be complete in winter 2018.

Crossing point Zebra crossing



Wolvercote Road area

In February, we wrote to residents 
living in the Wolvercote Road area 
outlining the outcome of our proposals 
to improve the area which includes:
•  Rehousing our tenants in one of 

the new homes in the Housing 
Zone located at Southmere Village, 
Coralline Walk, Binsey Walk or 
Sedgemere Road

•  Offering to buy back all homes from 
leaseholders and freeholders

•  Enabling resident homeowners to 
purchase one of the new homes in 
the Housing Zone

•  Demolishing the tower blocks and 
houses

•  Replacing the housing with hundreds 
of high-quality, well-designed, safe 
and new modern homes

•  Providing new and improved public 
spaces

Since then our colleagues have met 
with three quarters of our residents 
and many home owners to discuss 
individual’s needs and continue to 
meet and discuss the options available 
to them.

We are looking to submit a planning 
application to redevelop the 
Wolvercote Road area to the London 
Borough of Bexley in 2018.

Towers

In June, we submitted a planning 
application to undertake improvements 
to the nine towers in the Parkview area. 
Following the Grenfell Tower fire this 
application was withdrawn. This does 
not mean that our proposals for the 
towers in Parkview and Southmere 
will never happen as cladding may still 

be the best solution, but we don’t feel 
that we can go ahead with the project 
until we know whether any new safety 
regulations and standards will be 
introduced by the government.

We will continue to communicate 
with residents living in the towers as 
and when new information becomes 
available. 

Closure of the Binsey Walk 

MUGA

The multi-use games area (MUGA) 
near the former New Acres Library 
will be closed from Wednesday 1st 
November. There is another MUGA 
available at Maran Way/Wolvercote 
Road within a 10-minute walk of this 
one. 

There are a number of other sports 
activities in Thamesmead, from the 
newly opened Curlew Skate Park 
to the outdoor gym at The Link 
Thamesmead on Bazalgette Way 
and £1 activities offered by Now’s 
the Time Thamesmead, many off 
which are based at Sporting Club 
Thamesmead in Bayliss Avenue.

Demolition of former New Acres 

Library

The footbridge near the elevated 
roundabout in Harrow Manorway was 
taken down in May. The next step is to 
demolish the former New Acres library 
building, along with the remaining 
ramps and steps. Works are due to begin 
later this month and will be finished 
before the end of the year. Works should 
not cause any significant disruption to 
residents.

We will also be removing the pile of 
crushed concrete nearest to Tilehurst 
Point which will start next month. We 
recognise this has taken too long to 
resolve but we have now completed the 
procurement of a contractor to get this 
done as soon as possible. The remaining 
crushed concrete piled further away 
from people’s homes, will be re-used in 
the new Southmere Village. 



Online: www.ThamesmeadNow.org.uk
Email: Thamesmead.Regen@peabody.org.uk
Phone: 0300 123 1237

Contact  us

Other news

Wolvercote Road residents:
Gallions residents - Lorna Mills
Homeowners - Gillian Dart

Southmere residents:
Jacqui Trezel 

Parkview residents:
Donna Vero

Find out what’s happening across Thamesmead
Sign up to the Thamesmead e-newsletter. All you have to do is 
email ThamesmeadNow@Peabody.org.uk adding ‘Sign me up’ 
in the subject line.

www.ThamesmeadNow.org.uk
  ThamesmeadNow
 ThamesmeadLDN

Creation of play areas
We have created two play areas in 
South Thamesmead, one is a play 
park next to St John Fisher Primary 
School in Kale Road, the other is an 
outdoor gym and fully refurbished 
ball court in Middle Way. Give them a 
visit (if you haven’t already!).

New BBC drama to be filmed in South 
Thamesmead
The BBC will be filming a new six part 
drama called Informer in Thamesmead, 
mainly set in the Coralline, Parkview and 
Wolvercote Road areas.

Informer is a thriller, from the makers 
of Call the Midwife and the director 
of Spooks, Westworld and Doctor 
Who. It will be set on a fictional estate 
called Bridgewater in central London, 
and will follow the journey of a young 
second-generation Pakistani man forced 
by a counter-terrorism officer to go 
undercover and inform for him.

The BBC will be filming for one week 
in mid-October and one week in 
December. All the funding received 
from the BBC for this filming will be set 
aside for a community fund to fund local 
projects as part of Thamesmead’s 50th 
anniversary in 2018. Details on how to 
apply for this will be available on the 
Thamesmead Now website.

New cultural hub coming to 
Thamesmead
Plans are underway to reopen the 
Lakeside Centre as a new major cultural 
hub for Thamesmead. Expected to 
open in spring 2018, the new centre 
will be run by Bow Arts Trust offering 
affordable creative workspaces, a café, 
enterprise kitchen, day nursery, gallery, 
pop-up stalls and so much more. Bow 
Arts are offering tours of the centre 
on 16 and 17 September during the 
refurbishment stage. Spaces need to be 
booked in advance, you can do this by 
logging onto www.eventbrite.co.uk and 
searching for Bow Arts - Lakeside Centre 
Tour. Places are subject to availability.

Thamesmead Festival this 
weekend
The Thamesmead Festival 
2017 will be taking place 
across Thamesmead this 
weekend, 15-17 September. 
Southmere Lake will be 
taking centre stage on 
Saturday. Starting at 2pm, 
the Thamesmead Town Fete 
in Southmere Park will host 
Thamesmead’s Got Talent 
featuring performances by 
a number of local residents 
and community groups. 

The fete will also offer food 
and crafts by local makers, 

‘soapbox art and science’ 
who will amaze you with 
their latest discoveries and 
the Thamesmead Pet Show 
– all animals welcome. Prizes 
to be won for ‘Best in Show’.

Then join us at Southmere 
Lake, 7-8.30pm for a magical 
lantern procession, followed 
by illuminated floating 
sculptures, mesmerising 
music, sparkling 
pyrotechnics and 
a colourful light show.


