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THAMESMEAD
CULTURE
PLAN

‘I believe the young of  
Thamesmead are striving 
for something beautiful, 
so let’s give it to them.’
Claudia Marracci, receptionist at The Link, 
Thamesmead resident for 20 years
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Culture Creates Communities
Bricks and mortar don’t create a community. Culture does.

Well-stocked libraries; community choirs; theatre groups and craft circles; 
great food; striking architecture and beautiful public art; a cinema around 
the corner; festivals to take part in... all of these help to create a place where 
people want to be and where they feel at home. 

Culture isn’t an optional extra. It creates jobs, allows people to come together 
as a community, and enhances the sense of civic pride and belonging. 

Peabody is a housing association that knows we need to do more than build 
and manage homes. What makes us different is our commitment to:

•  Putting the most vulnerable first
•  Creating great places where people want to live
•  Giving people and communities the tools they need to cope 
    with challenges and obstacles

Our values mean that we’re putting culture at the heart of our plans for 
Thamesmead. We’re investing both money and time to improve the day-
to-day experience of living in Thamesmead – and to ensure that we build 
something that lasts. 

Thamesmead already has a strong sense of pride in its unique character, 
culture and community, and we want to help you celebrate it. We’re publishing 
this guide to let you know what’s already happening, and to give you a voice in 
the future. So take a look, get involved, and help to shape the future of culture 
in Thamesmead.

John Lewis
Executive Director for Thamesmead, Peabody

Thamesmead: A Journey Of Discovery
Getting to know Thamesmead has been a journey of discovery for me.

Even before I started working here, I knew that it would be full of fascinating 
people. And I was right. Thamesmead is already amazingly rich in creativity 
and culture. 

In just six months I’ve met filmmakers, artists, designers, curators and poets 
who call Thamesmead their home. Johnny is a visual artist and sculptor who 
has been working with a group of local academy students and residents to 
create a new community garden at The Link; Siobhan is a local filmmaker 
who’s helping teenagers into film and photography every Saturday afternoon 
in partnership with the London Community Video Archive; Brenda is a local 
poet who started writing in Holloway Prison - now she’s launched her own 
poetry group called Unchained and is on a mission to make change in the ex-
offender community. 

My job is to take what’s already here and work with others to help to turn up 
the volume. Thamesmead is already full of artists and creative people, but 
many of them are working in isolation. They want it to become a place where 
culture spills out onto the streets and public spaces – raising aspirations and 
ambitions, becoming something that the whole community can share. 

Giving a voice to Thamesmead culture will make life here richer and happier. It 
will also ensure that Thamesmead gets heard – by London and by the world.
 
A range of long-term cultural partners like Bow Arts, Film Fixer and Peabody 
Community Foundation are now collaborating with the local community, 
helping to empower Thamesmead to build its own cultural future. We’re also 
working with the Royal Borough of Greenwich and London Borough of Bexley 
to make sure that Thamesmead is linked into cultural activity in the wider 
boroughs and beyond.

The cultural plan outlined here for Thamesmead is a draft – a sketch in black 
and white developed through many conversations at the Culture Forum, 
informed by a culture survey with local people carried out in March 2017, and 
built on previous work by many others. With the help of residents and other 
people who believe in the future of Thamesmead, we’ll paint it with vibrant 
colour.

If you want to contribute to Thamesmead’s cultural future, come along to 
the next meeting of the Thamesmead Culture Forum or contact me using the 
email address below. No idea is too small or too big. There’s so much we can 
do together.

Adriana Marques
Head of Cultural Strategy for Thamesmead, Peabody
adriana.marques@peabody.org.uk
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Five Ways
to build
thamesmead
culture

    We know how important it is to get things started, and make 
    a difference now. Over the next 12 months, from September 2017 
    to August 2018, you can expect  to see the following:

•  The Lakeside Centre will re-open in summer 2018 as a new 
    cultural and community facility, with café, nursey, workspaces 
    and training kitchen. You can read more about it on page 12 and 22.

•  The Thamesmead Festival in September 2017, produced by 
    Emergency Exit  Arts from Greenwich, brought together over 
    25 local artists and organisations to celebrate Thamesmead.

•  The 50th anniversary programme for Thamesmead will be announced in 
    January 2018. We want to build this with local residents, so the programme 
    is still to be shaped, but ideas include a community archive, a heritage 
    festival, and a community fund which local people can apply for.

•  An outdoor performance of Beautiful Thing will be presented in 
    summer 2018 by Greenwich+Docklands Festivals, celebrating the 
    iconic book and film set in Thamesmead in the late 90s.

•  A vibrant public art programme will be part of our improvements 
    to the public spaces in Southmere, Park View, and the Wolvercote 
    Road games area, featuring murals, street art and street furniture.

•  The Earwig Community Press will be reactivated by artist 
    Verity Jane Keefe who will be working with local residents 
    to create The Moorings Archive in 2017 and 2018.

•  The BBC will film a new drama in South Thamesmead in autumn 2017. 
    They will provide paid extra work and work experience for local residents, and   
    all of the filming fees will be used for the 50th anniversary community fund.

•  The Pop-Up Cinema at The Link launches in September 2017 on 
    the first Saturday of every month, showing family friendly matiness 
    followed by cult classics and popular hits in the evening. 

•  TACO (the Thamesmead Arts and Culture Office) will be a new project 
    space for local and visiting artists to develop art projects with the local    
    community. This will open in 2018 in Poplar Place in North Thamesmead.

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS & PROJECTS

     Our approach to culture is built on three key principles. 
     All of our work aims to:

•  Represent and celebrate the diverse communities of Thamesmead
•  Make a direct impact here and now
•  Create a better Thamesmead in the future

     Our cultural work will be delivered through five key strands of activity:

•  Putting Thamesmead on the map – festivals and other big events 
     helping to celebrate Thamesmead, raise its ambition and profile,
     and let the world know it’s here.

•  Bringing communities together – with the Peabody Community 
     Foundation, integrating a broad range of culture and creativity 
     into our youth, community, jobs and skills programmes, including 
     ways to build a career or start a creative business locally. 

•   A beautiful Thamesmead – public art, created through local collaboration, 
     as an integral part of our neighbourhood renewal work.

•   A home for artists – alongside our wider affordable housing programme, 
     new affordable housing for creative people who will invest their time, 
     skills and energy locally.

•   Making space for culture – cultural spaces as an integral part of our 
     development plans, including a cinema, workspaces, and places to 
     make and experience culture in all its forms.

You can read more about what we are already doing 
under these five strands on the following pages.
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Putting Thamesmead on the Map
The Thamesmead Festival will celebrate Thamesmead talent in September 
2017, with over 25 local artists and organisations including Dynamixx Street 
Dance, Theatre Street Performing Arts, The Archway Project, and local poet 
Kwame Augustine.  And who throws a party without inviting the neighbours? 

We want to use the 2017 Festival as a starting point to put Thamesmead on 
the map as a London-wide destination. We’re partnering with London Open 
House and Totally Thames to help promote it to a wider audience, and will 
build on this in future years.

We’re also bringing in other partners to celebrate Thamesmead. 
Greenwich+Docklands Festivals in June 2017 included 14 local residents as 
performers when they put on (B)elongings, a beautiful outdoor theatre 
performance that meandered through different locations among the brutalist 
architecture of Southmere. 

In 2018, Thamesmead’s 50th anniversary will be a year-long celebration of 
everything that has gone into building Thamesmead over the years.  This is 
your chance to put your community on the map and we’ll be looking for your 
ideas and help to shape the programme – look out for information on the 50th 
anniversary steering group starting in autumn 2017.
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“I was given a great opportunity to work with one of the UK’s biggest 
artists, Sam Smith. It was a big step into live production, getting 
firsthand experience on set working alongside big artists and 
producers! I was also surprised by how thoughtful the film crew 
were - they not only paid some residents to use their flat, but they 
painted the living room as a good-will gesture too! ” 
Chris Henry, a local young person, discussing his experience 
on a music video shoot with Sam Smith
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A Beautiful Thamesmead
Public art creates a sense of place and identity, and shows that a place is 
cared for. We believe that art should be a part of everyday life – that’s why 
public art is woven throughout our neighbourhood improvement programme 
for Thamesmead’s public spaces. We’ll embed art across the community 
– from artist-designed signs and wayfinding, to murals spread across 
refurbished streets. We’ll also work with artists on the interior design of 
new spaces, starting with Bexley’s new library being built in Southmere.

Right now, Verity-Jane Keefe is the artist in residence at The Moorings. She’s 
exploring the history of the community and social club and will be creating 
an art project in 2018 to celebrate this, bringing back the Earwig Community 
Press from the 70s. We’re also working with local organisations such as The 
Archway Project to develop plans for artist-designed street furniture that 
builds on the skills their young people are learning. Working with Wood Street 
Walls, the games area on Wolvercote Road will come alive with vibrant 
artwork, and we have ambitions to work with local residents to create 
the tallest mural in London on a tower block as part of a wider street art 
programme.

Bringing Communities Together
Thamesmead Culture Forum brings together people from across the 
community to make big plans for the future. So far it has had 6 meetings 
across Thamesmead, attended by over 120 people. If you’ve got opinions 
about culture in the area and want to make your voice heard, you’re invited 
to turn up for the Forum’s monthly meetings. In the future we hope it will 
manage a community culture fund to support projects in the area. Check 
the ThamesmeadNow.org.uk website for dates and venues.

Peabody Community Foundation (PCF)has taken on the important work 
done by Trust Thamesmead over the past 40 years and focuses on supporting 
children, young people, families, and providing opportunities to improve 
wellbeing. 

The Thamesmead socio-economic team are developing youth, community, 
skills, jobs and enterprise programmes to encourage and nurture 
Thamesmead’s entrepreneurial spirit. One of their goals is to support 
Thamesmead residents to work in creative jobs, and weave culture and 
creativity throughout their work.

They will consider culture in its widest sense, opening up the creative world 
and the opportunities within it – from supporting emerging local fashion 
designers, to hosting a gaming festival, to helping local primary schools 
develop a Thamesmead Charter that will mean a commitment to giving 
every student essential cultural and social experiences. 

Filming that Benefits the Community 
Thamesmead has been known as a popular film location ever since A 
Clockwork Orange in 1972. That’s meant 46 years of films, TV, music videos 
and adverts being shot in the area, from Beautiful Thing, to Misfits, Aphex 
Twin and Sam Smith music videos, Lucozade and Ikea adverts, not to mention 
hundreds of emerging artists and performers creating their own films 
locally inspired by the landscape and architecture. This has helped to make 
Thamesmead feel familiar even to those who have never visited.

In partnership with Film Fixer, who manage all our location filming, we’ll 
be working to make sure that Thamesmead benefits from filming. This will 
include work experience for young Thamesmeaders and paid extra work for 
local residents. We are committed to letting you know what’s happening 
with filming projects – and where the money is going. Everything earned 
from location filming will be going back into the Thamesmead community.



Making Space for Culture
Cultural life can’t thrive without easy-to-reach spaces where culture can 
happen. We’re committed to embedding those spaces into our development 
plans for Thamesmead, creating a network of cultural venues that will mean 
jobs for local people, and exciting things to do for everyone.

We’re piloting an affordable pop-up cinema at The Link community centre 
– showing popular classics and recent hits – to test the appetite for a future 
permanent cinema. We’re also working to open TACO (Thamesmead Arts and 
Culture Office) on Poplar Place, a new project space for local artists to deliver 
community focused projects. 

While we continue our development work, we’ll use ‘meanwhile’ spaces that 
can be used as artists’ studios, pop-up shops, exhibition venues and cultural 
event locations before being transformed for their permanent uses. 

Once Crossrail arrives in 2018, we’ll be able to consider the possibility of 
drawing larger audiences to Thamesmead for big commercial events like 
music or film festivals – creating jobs and increasing the buzz about 
Thamesmead even further. We’ll make plans in consultation with residents 
at the Culture Forum, ensuring that these events are welcome and 
appropriate in the context of local life.

A Home for Artists
Thamesmead is already a place where artists live and work. We’re creating 
new cultural facilities that will draw even more creative people to the area, 
and make it easier for them to share their work with their neighbours and the 
community.

In 2018 Bow Arts will reopen the Lakeside Centre as a major cultural hub, 
supported by the Mayor of London’s Regeneration Fund and the LEAP. It will 
include a gallery space, a community cafe, pop-up markets, a day nursery, 
and 35 studios for creative people living in Thamesmead. There will also be a 
training kitchen run by Greenwich Cooperative Development Agency that will 
support up to 25 new catering businesses every year.

Bow Arts Trust is a ground-breaking arts and education charity that has 
supported community renewal in East London for 25 years. They are a key 
cultural partner in our plans for Thamesmead. We have begun a 30 year 
partnership with them to run the Lakeside Centre and will be working with 
them to develop more affordable housing for creative people in the area, 
ensuring that these residents can contribute to, and invest in, the local 
community.  All the revenue Bow Arts make from the Lakeside workspaces 
and affordable housing will go to support community projects and cultural 
programmes in local schools.

 “I’ve been coming to Thamesmead for over 20 years to meet various 
artist and teacher friends; it was through them I discovered what 
a truly amazing place it is. Today London’s eyes are starting to look 
eastward for areas to grow and very soon Crossrail will connect 
the area to central London. The challenge is how to build cultural 
spaces that support  the lives of local people, while encouraging 
Thamesmead’s talented young creatives to become London’s new 
cultural leaders. We are very excited to be part of this journey.” 
Marcel Baettig, Founder Bow Arts

Thamesmead Culture PlanThamesmead  A————Z Culture Guide 1312



Collaborators and Champions
We couldn’t deliver our cultural ambitions without an 
amazing team of collaborators.

Our key delivery partners are:

•  Peabody Community Foundation’s Thamesmead 
    socio-economic team,  who are supporting culture 
    through their range programmes for local residents

•  Bow Arts, running the new Lakeside Centre and finding 
    ways for artists to live, work and contribute locally

•  Film Fixer, helping us to manage filming in Thamesmead 
    in a way that is beneficial for the local community

We’re also working with a range of cultural partners from the area, and from 
across London, who are keen on getting involved with Thamesmead life:

•  Emergency Exit Arts are delivering the Thamesmead Festival in 2017 with 
    Global Fusion and other local partners, helping us to support local talent

•  Greenwich+Docklands Festival will be expanding their programme 
    east into Thamesmead over the coming years. In 2018 they will present 
    a celebration of the iconic Thamesmead film Beautiful Thing

•  Institute of Contemporary Arts is working with Peabody across London,     
    including Thamesmead, on their Young ICA programme

•  Nutkhut, a South Asian performing arts company, are exploring options 
    with us to relocate to Thamesmead with an expanded outdoor arts offer 

•  Punchdrunk’s Enrichment programme are looking into possibilities to 
    engage with the young people of Thamesmead in the coming years

•  Tate Modern’s Regeneration team are exploring a partnership to develop 
    a series of artist residencies working with Thamesmead communities

•  The Lexi and Nomad Cinema are our partners in delivering the Pop Up 
    Cinema at The Link, helping us to train volunteers and test our longer 
    term ambitions for a cinema

•  Artists They Are Here are working with us to explore the creation of an  
    oral archive, documenting local stories throughout Thamesmead’s 50 
    year history

Plus we’re working collaboratively with Bexley and Greenwich to support their 
emerging plans, and to explore new ideas for collaboration with organisations in 
the area.  

These include Rose Bruford Performing Arts College and Bird College in Sidcup; 
The Exchange in Erith; Greenwich and Lewisham’s Young People’s Theatre; 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance in Greenwich; and London 
and South East Colleges, especially supporting their Acting and Production 
Arts students through work experience in Thamesmead. These partnerships 
will focus on making the most of the strong performing arts offer in the area, 
especially for our young people, and linking up new workspaces for creative 
businesses. 
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Why London Needs Thamesmead
London is a world-leading city, with its cultural richness driving its 
amazing worldwide reputation. Cultural tourists spend £7.3 billion a year 
in London, and seven out of ten visitors say they come here because of 
culture. 

The creative industries are central to London’s prosperity. They are one of the
fastest-growing sectors in the economy, representing 1 out of 6 jobs.

But London desperately needs space for culture. Its vibrant economy and
increasing demand for property means that artists and creative people are
having difficulty finding space to work, practice and perform. Across London,
music venues are closing, artist studios are being priced out, and creative 
people are making difficult decisions about whether to stay in the capital or 
find new places to call home.

This is where Thamesmead can help. With Crossrail arriving in 2018, it can 
offer London’s creative industries the space they need to continue to grow. 
And with training, its young population can add diversity and energy to 
London’s creative industries, which need more workers to fill the jobs of 
tomorrow.

Looking at Thamesmead’s neighbours, these opportunities for culture and
communities are already growing. The Woolwich Creative District is about to
open at the edge of west Thamesmead, which will host some of the UK’s 
leading arts organisations in a complex of renovated warehouses, creating 
over 400 jobs. As part of the Thames Estuary Production Corridor, Bexley is 
beginning to explore the feasibility of becoming a major theatre-making 
centre, focusing on supporting the touring theatre industry. Thurrock is home 
to the High House Production Park, where the Royal Opera House builds its 
sets. And, further afield, the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park is transforming 
Stratford into a cultural destination.

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, knows that London would be far poorer –
both economically and socially – without culture and creativity. His 
administration is pursuing ambitious strategies to ensure that London keeps 
its innovative edge and remains a worldwide centre for the creative industries.

This commitment to culture shows that Thamesmead is not going it alone. 
From Cultural Infrastructure Plans, to the London Borough of Culture 
competition, and the Thames Gateway Production Corridor, this is an exciting 
time for culture in the capital. Thamesmead has the opportunity to benefit 
from these London wide strategies as it develops its own cultural voice, 
making sure that local needs are addressed, and bringing concrete, lasting 
benefits.

Thamesmead at a Turning Point
Thamesmead was founded on a dream.

Starting in the 1960s, it was constructed by the Greater London Council. It was
intended to be a model city, with utopian architecture and a vast supply of 
green space taking advantage of its position on the Thames. Five lakes were 
connected by seven kilometres of canals, creating a landscape unique to 
London.

Thamesmead’s culture was shaped by an ideal of self-organisation. Its new
residents built a community radio station, a newspaper, and one of the UK’s 
first community trusts. Today that tradition continues, with Thamesmead 
residents running a grassroots network of organisations ranging from 
community churches to garden societies and angling clubs. It is this self-
starter spirit that we want to support through our cultural plans.

Originally Thamesmead was settled by families escaping from cramped, and
unfit housing in inner London. Over the years it has become home to people 
from all over the world. In particular it has a large West African population, 
with communities from Nigeria, Somalia and Ghana. It is also one of London’s
youngest areas, with an average age of only 31. This diversity is worth
celebrating – both the old and the new.

With the centre of London moving east, Thamesmead now has the 
opportunity to capitalise on its pivotal location within the developing Thames 
estuary, and to make the most of its young talent and the creative businesses 
already established in the area.
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KEY 
PLACES

These are the 
key cultural places 
in Thamesmead.

Here you will find 
opening times, 

websites, and info
on how to get 

involved.
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Crossness Nature Reserve
The combined 50 hectares of Crossness Nature Reserve and Crossness Southern 
Marsh form one of the last remaining areas of grazing marsh in Greater London, 
and the largest reed bed in Bexley. 

Other habitats include a network of ditches and open water, scrub and rough grassland. 
The reserve has successfully encouraged a range of wildlife habitats. Barn owls and 
kestrels have made use of purpose-built nest boxes. Water voles make themselves at 
home in new wetland habitats and many invertebrates live amongst the reed beds, as 
do wading birds.

Friends of Crossness Nature Reserve
Join us for a wide range of community events and open days to introduce our unique 
area, plus talks and guided walks to raise awareness of the environment. Several events 
are held through the year, in the past these have included a water vole awareness day; 
moth identification night; bird ringing demonstration; and bat walk.

Contact
Crossness Nature Reserve
Crossness Sewage Treatment Works
Belvedere Road
Abbey Wood
London SE2 9AQ

Website      wwwcorporate.thameswater.co.uk/About-us/Community/
      Great-days-out/Recreational-sites/Crossness-nature-reserve 
Email      karen.sutton@thameswater.co.uk 

Crossness Pumping Station
Sitting proudly on the banks of the River Thames 
in Thamesmead, Crossness Pumping Station is a 
magnificent Grade 1 listed, industrial heritage site 
and unique visitor attraction.

Known as the Cathedral on the Marsh, Crossness was 
built in 1865 by Sir Joseph Bazalgette as the southern 
outfall of his revolutionary sewage system across London. 
It is a masterpiece of Victorian engineering, design and 
craftsmanship. Bazalgette’s system continues to serve 
Londoners today.

Over the past 30 years, The Crossness Engines Trust, a 
dedicated group of volunteers, has worked tirelessly to 
restore the site for future generations to enjoy.

Public Open Days and Guided Tours
Twice a month on Sundays between April and October. 
See ‘Prince Consort’ in action, one of the four huge beam 
engines, in steam and witness the on-going restoration 
work of a second engine, ‘Victoria’. Our Great Stink 
exhibition tells the story of Crossness, public health and 
the development of sanitation technologies, including an 
extraordinary collection of early toilet designs.

In our Engine Shed, work is currently underway on the 
restoration of the last remaining narrow gauge steam 
locomotive from the nearby Royal Arsenal site. Rail track 
is being laid from our site to the entrance so future 
visitors can be transported to and from the site by steam 
train!

Learning Programme
There are a range of learning opportunities for 
schools, universities, families, community groups and 
organisations including on-site talks, guided tours and 
hands-on creative activities inspired by the Crossness 
site and story. We also encourage artists, designers and 
students to use Crossness as the inspiration for their own 
creative projects and research. 

Contact Learning and Outreach Officer: Petra Cox 
petra.cox@crossness.org.uk

Volunteers
We are always keen for local residents to join our 
volunteer team in a variety of roles including restoration, 
tour guiding, gardening, marketing, catering and support 
services. Whatever time you can spare, bring your skills or 
learn new ones and be part of the Crossness story. 

Contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator, Greg Warner 
greg.warner@crossness.org.uk

Contact
The Crossness Engines Trust
The Old Works, Thames Water S.T.W.
Bazalgette Way (formerly Belvedere Road)
Abbey Wood,
London SE2 9AQ

Website      www.crossness.org.uk 
Email      info@crossness.org.uk
Tel      020 8311 3711

I love working here 
because it feels like 
a million miles from 
the city. If you walk 
down the boardwalk 
through the middle 
of the reedbeds, 
listening to bird 
song and watching 
dragonflies hunt, you 
really feel that you 
could be in the middle 
of the countryside. 
We are  lucky to 
have these great 
open spaces on our 
doorstep.

Karen Sutton
Biodiversity Team 
Manager, Crossness 
Nature Reserve
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Lakeside Centre
As Thamesmead approaches its 50th anniversary Peabody have developed a major 
partnership with Bow Arts to help the area become one of the capital’s newest 
cultural location for artists, designers, makers and food entrepreneurs.

Funded by Peabody and the Mayor of London’s Regeneration Fund’s project, the London 
Economic Action Partnership (LEAP), the partners are renovating the iconic Lakeside 
Centre planned to open by April 2018. Once complete it will offer:

Facilities
•  40 new affordable creative workspaces for some of London’s 
    emerging talent from fashion to film makers.

•  The Front Room Café - a flexible and welcoming space 
    for people to meet, eat, relax, work and learn.

•  Enterprise Kitchen supporting production and training 
    for brand new catering businesses run by social enterprise 
    Greenwich Cooperative Development Agency.

•  The centre will also include a new day nursery, a gallery and project 
    space as well as hosting a range of pop up stalls and markets.

Community Engagement
The new space will be managed by Bow Arts, a charity with a long track record for 
delivering cultural programmes that engage local communities in London. Bow Arts 
is also one of the largest creative workspace providers in London, managing both 
studios and live work spaces for young professionals and an award winning education 
programme, that matches artists, designers, and makers with schools and supports 
over 10,000 young people annually. All surplus profits made by the Lakeside Centre will 
be reinvested locally in community and schools programmes.

Website   www.bowarts.org
Email   msmythe@bowarts.com 
Tel    020 8980 7774

Lesnes Abbey
Lesnes Abbey has been here since 1178AD, it was built by Richard DeLucy, while he 
was Chief Justitia of England (Second in command, after the King). The park covers 
80 hectares, making it one of the largest open spaces in the Thamesmead area.

The Abbey was possibly built in penance for the death of Thomas Becket, as historians 
think it highly likely that Becket and DeLucy were enemies due to the reforms of the 
church led by Henry II and administered by DeLucy. 

Events
Various activities take place at Lesnes including bat-walks, ghost tours, music events 
and fossil hunting. For more information visit: www.facebook.com/lesnesabbey

Work experience and Volunteering
Usually 2 work experience placements a year, and there are loads of volunteering 
opportunities at Lesnes.

Lesnes Lodge & Venue hire
Lesnes Lodge at Lesnes Abbey is a community hub for park-based learning and 
volunteering activities for schools and community groups, as well as providing
facilities to enhance visitor experiences. The new building has a provision for
serving refreshments onto a beautiful landscaped terrace. The venue also includes 
two community / classroom size spaces available for hire and is open to proposals 
for exhibitions.

Contact
The Lesnes Team would love to hear from anyone with ideas about how they 
would like to use the Abbey, the woods, Lesnes Lodge, or the Grounds.

Lesnes Abbey Lodge
New Road
Abbey Wood
London SE2 1QJ

Website      www.visitlesnes.com 
Email      Thomas.smith2@bexley.gov.uk // Ian.Holt@bexley.gov.uk 
Facebook      www.facebook.com/lesnesabbey
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Hook up with:
Streete Project - A world created EXCLUSIVELY for 
the young generation! NO ADULTS, NO JUDGEMENT
 
Streete is a multifaceted creative company that provides 
the most energising, motivational and unique projects, 
platforms, events and opportunities for children, young 
people and young adults.  From business & life skills to 
music production, event planning to song writing, A&R 
to fashion, vocalists to photography and media design to 
dance, Streete help and provide youth with a platform to 
display their creativity and passion.
 
Whether you would like to attend projects, be a part of 
a Streete team, attend Streete youth boards or apply for 
opportunities, Streete wants to hear from you. 

For more information, please contact them on 
info@streeteproject.com or call 07532 777 588.

Volunteering:
The Link also runs a variety of volunteering opportunities 
throughout Thamesmead. Current opportunities include 
The Circle of Friendship Garden, Pop-Up Cinema front 
of House team and for the over 50s an opportunity to 
become a Wellbeing Mentor.

Email Sarah Feleppa, Volunteer Manager: 
Sarah.Feleppa@peabody.org.uk 
for more information on any of these roles.
 
To see more about The Link, check out the following 
film, which has been created by two young film makers 
capturing “A Day in the Life of The Link”:
www.bit.ly/2vIWsKz

Connect with the Peabody Socio-economic Team: 
Over the last year the socio-economic team have 
supported the following creative start ups to establish 
themselves in Thamesmead:
 
Ilona Kutkiniene
Fashion expert, qualified tailor and seamstress with an 
ability to design and make bespoke garments.
Email: ilonakutkiniene@gmail.com
Telephone: 07891 589435
 
Ngozi Nwosu - Ngie’s Kitchen
Catering and events specialist for both indoor and 
outdoor occasions.
Email: adachichinedu@gmail.com   
Telephone: 07799 967002
 
Stephen O’Sullivan
A local artist based for 15 years at The Moorings, 
Thamesmead. Specialising in illustration, 2D & 3D 
graphics, branding and product design.
Email: sos107@live.co.uk
Telephone: 07871 533697
 

Lola Famubode - Whitestone Jewellery
At Whitestone Jewellery we create hand-made luxury 
bespoke jewellery using Tahitian, Japanese Akoya and 
AAA fresh-water pearls.
Email: ffamubode@yahoo.com
Telephone: 07538 278807
 
Lola Oshilaja - Prettyummy Cakes
At Prettyummy Cakes, we create beautifully handcrafted, 
bespoke treats for all occasions. From tiered cakes and 
cupcakes to cookies and tiny sugar  treats, we add a 
touch of delicious individuality to your event.
Email: hello@prettyummycakes.co.uk
Telephone : 07908 347898
Website: www.prettyummycakes.co.uk

Funmi Ladipo - Golden Scissors
Fashion designer creating unique and elegant creations 
for women and children.
Email: funmilad123@gmail.com
Telephone: 07507 646266 

Recent events run by the team include the VOID Gaming 
Festival, engaging young people in one of the fastest 
growing creative industries and Future Skills Expo – raising 
awareness of new jobs and skills that exist in the 21st 
century!

Contact
The Link Thamesmead
Bazalgette Way, London SE2 9BS
 
Tel:  0203 828 4950
Email contact@thelinkthamesmead.co.uk
Website www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk   

Please note The Link website will be closing soon 
with details transferred to ThamesmeadNow site
 
For more information on Peabody Socio-economic Team 
email: ThamesmeadSocioEconomicTeam@peabody.org.uk

The Link Thamesmead
The Link Thamesmead is a creative community 
building, developed out of a series of arches beneath 
a flyover.  Now 5 years old and established as a series 
of vibrant community spaces, it is home to a number 
of organisations providing services across
the Thamesmead community.
 
The Link is home to two church groups, Theatre Street 
Performing Arts, The Archway Project, Thamesmead 
Gym, and the Circles of Friendship Garden as well as 
a range of programmes and activities. See website for 
details and upcoming events.
 
In addition to running the building, the Peabody 
Community Foundation’s Socio-economic team is also 
one of the anchor tenants.  Throughout the year they 
deliver a range of services to support local residents to 
access jobs, start businesses and develop skills across 
a variety of areas including the arts. They also work in 
partnership with a wealth of organisations to create 
opportunities and run a broad range of community 
projects including; code clubs, arts & craft sessions, 
open mic nights, immigration, debt and housing support, 
parenting and family support and teaching older folks 
to get online. In short they are all about engaging with 
Thamesmead’s people!
 
Current activities:

•  Pop-up cinema first Saturday of the month showing 
    family matinees and popular classics in the evening

•  Oakley adventures rock climbing

•  Open mic night

•  Table tennis – Family table tennis sessions 4-5pm 
    every Wednesday.

•  Boxercise – Drum N’ Bass Community workout 
    every Saturday  11am- 12pm

•  Public computers

•  Homework & Social games

•  Thamesmead Youth Voice  /  Thamesmead Events 
    Team - Meet Every Tuesday /  Thursday 5-7 /  8pm 
    Organising events.

•  Mindscape – Local events team use 
    arch A for planning events.

•  Woolwich Carnival – Projects and planning.
 
Why not try out:
Art Club is every Wednesday afternoon from 17:00 
19:00, school term time, open to secondary school 
young people. It is an arty social club where young 
people with a creative mind and a love for art can meet, 
share their drawing and arty skills, propose arty projects 
and be arty!
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Sporting Club Thamesmead
Sporting Club Thamesmead is run by the Peabody Community Foundation and 
a special place in the heart of Thamesmead where people of all ages can come 
together to enjoy sports and fitness activities along with social and community 
events at affordable prices.

Sports Facilities
The range of outstanding sports facilities includes:

•  Grass and all-weather football pitches
•  A multi-use games area
•  A multi-use activities studio
•  Sports activities and clubs:

The club provide their own football coaching academy, various sporting club activity for 
adults and children, and exciting fitness program. See also the Now’s the Time project 
listing later in the guide.

Venue Hire
The fully licenced sports café-bar with panoramic views over parkland and pitches 
and a multi-use studio, both with disabled access, are available for private hire, 
accommodating groups from 10 to 210 people.

Whether it’s a wedding reception, family get-together, party, community event, 
meeting, seminar or training day the club’s friendly and helpful team is on hand 
to support.

Contact
Sporting Club Thamesmead
Bayliss Avenue
Thamesmead
London SE28 8NJ

Email      contact@sportingclubthamesmead.co.uk
Website      www.sportingclubthamesmead.co.uk
Tel      020 3828 4920
Twitter      @SCThamesmead
Facebook      sportingclubthamesmead

Thamesmead Library
Bexley Library Service has been in Thamesmead since 1974, when the area was 
formally known as Newacres. Bexley now provides a range of library services 
throughout the borough including the Thamesmead Library which is currently 
located in temporary premises, prior to the development of a new library for 
Bexley in Southmere Village, due to open in 2021.

Bexley Local Studies and Archives Centre is based at the Central Library in Bexleyheath. 
The Archives hold a fascinating array of historic material including old photographs, 
films, community newspapers, reports, maps and official records that chart the history 
of Thamesmead from the early 1960s to the present day.

Library Membership
Free to join, with access to books, e-books and computers and a range 
of free events. Join online www.arena.yourlondonlibrary.net/web/bexley/
joining-and-using-the-library

Work Exerience 
Contact Libraries.ELS@bexley.gov.uk or at the 
Bexley Archives contact archives@bexley.gov.uk

Job Vacancies
Check London Borough of Bexley website 
www.jobs.bexley.gov.uk/wrlive

Contact and opening times:
Thamesmead Library 
Binsey Walk, Thamesmead 
London, SE2 9TR

Monday   9.30am - 7.00pm
Tues - Friday  9.30am - 5.30pm
Saturday   9.30am - 5.00pm
Sunday   Closed

For further info on archive services
Website     www.bexley.gov.uk/services/archives-and-local-history 
Email     archives@bexley.gov.uk

For further info on main library services
Website     www.bexley.gov.uk/services/library-services 
Email     Libraries.ELS@bexley.gov.uk

Key PlacesThamesmead  A————Z Culture Guide 2726



Thamesmere Library Thamesmead Town Centre 
Royal Borough Of Greenwich Library Services

Thamesmere Library is conveniently located in Thamesmead town centre, close to 
local shops, the leisure centre, and the River Thames. A modern library with free 
internet access and a range of software programmes along with a variety of books 
and DVDs for adults and children. The library is a place for everyone to use and 
enjoy. A community centre, information hub, and space to learn or think, all in one!

We provide a range of free family and adult activities.

The Greenwich Heritage Centre in Woolwich has a wide range of archive material 
relating to Thamesmead. Information available comes in a variety of forms including 
minutes, manuscripts, records, registers, images, newspapers and books. For further 
details contact on the Heritage Centre: heritage.centre@rght.org.uk

Contact and Opening Times
Thamesmere Library
Thamesmere Leisure Centre
Thamesmere Drive
Thamesmead SE28 8DT

Monday  9am-7pm 
Tuesday  9am-5.30pm
Wednesday 9am-5.30pm 
Thursday  9am-7pm 
Friday   9am-5.30pm 
Saturday   9am-5pm 

Website       www.better.org.uk/library/london/greenwich/thamesmere-library

Theatre Street Performing Arts
Theatre Street Performing Arts began life in West Thamesmead back in 2001 as 
a very small dance school and has grown to become a major performing arts 
organisation receiving over four hundred visits per week from young people, 
based out of our Studios at The Link which we are currently expanding. 

We have been in Thamesmead for fifteen years, and have seen so many amazing 
children’s lives become enriched by exposure to performing arts, and their talent and 
vibrancy never ceases to amaze us. Our new expanded space at The Link is going to 
change the way young people have opportunities in dance, drama and music in the 
local area and we look forward to watching Thamesmead’s cultural life grow and thrive 
in the coming years.

Classes include
•  Streetdance
•  Ballet
•  Tap
•  Acro
•  Singing
•  Drama

We have classes every day after school during term time and other courses and 
productions during the holidays. People can check out our website and give us a 
call to arrange a free trial for most of our classes, and have a chat about what they 
are looking for.

BTEC in Performing Arts
We also run a full time college for age 16+, providing nationally recognised qualifications 
specialising in dance and drama in partnership with London South East Colleges (LSEC).

Jobs and Work Experience
We are often recruiting and are interested to meet people who are passionate about 
arts for young people, and work experience is also a possibility.

Contact
Theatre Street Performing Arts
The Link
Bazalgette Way
London SE2 9BS

Website  theatrestreet.org // www.tspacollege.co.uk 
Email  office@theatrestreet.com
Tel  020 8312 1659
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Tump 53
Tump 53 is located near Thamesmead Town Centre and contains mixed woodland, 
a glade, a pond and is surrounded by a reed-fringed moat. 

Over 60 bird species have been found here, including kingfisher, willow warblers and 
redpoll.  Tump 53 is a former munitions testing site and one of the few remaining tumps 
which were originally built by the nearby Royal Arsenal to store gunpowder, encircled 
with blast walls and moats.

In partnership with Wide Horizons, Peabody are in the process of restoring Tump 53, a 
once well-loved nature reserve in Thamesmead, as a highly-valued community space 
that connects children, young people and the wider community with nature and the 
environment. This community-focused project will provide a range of engaging outdoor 
learning experiences and activities that will inspire and educate local people about the 
natural world whilst improving their confidence, communication skills and wellbeing.
 
The building will re-open in September 2017 and details of the events and activities 
taking place will be added to Wide Horizons website below.
 
Activities on offer will include:
 
Schools programme

•   Adventure learning sessions
•   Forest school
•   Residential programmes

Community Programme

•   Seasonal community events to enjoy a day of fun nature-based activities.

•   Tots at the Tump - activities that will include mud-painting, potion making 
     and forest art.

•   Adventure Holiday Club - during school holidays offering fun and stimulating 
     outdoor activities for children and young people.

•   Self-led Visits - welcoming other youth and community groups to 
     access the site and use it for recreational and leisure purposes.
 
Volunteering opportunities 
We are keen to involve residents as much as possible and will have a variety of 
volunteering opportunities available.  Please get in touch via Wide Horizons website 
or contact Sarah Feleppa Peabody’s Thameasmead Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Sarah.Feleppa@peabody.org.uk

Contact
Tump 53
Bentham Road
London SE28 8AS

Website www.widehorizons.org.uk/centre/tump-53
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Shomari Armstrong
Up and coming MC Matrix aka Shomari Armstrong 
talks about his inspirations and nurturing hidden 
talent.

 How long have you lived in Thamesmead?
I have lived in Thamesmead for 6 months but I was in 
Plumstead for 4 years beforehand so I’m familiar with 
the area and its influences. I also have a lot of family in 
Thamesmead.

 How I would describe your artistic style and 
how do you want to develop?
Versatile! I can make a song to any tempo/style as long 
as I have a feel for the sounds. In the future I see myself 
branching out further and then helping people in my area 
do the same, there’s so much hidden talent that all can 
be shared in due time. I started rapping at the age of 9 
it’s a real passion to me.

 Would you like to collaborate with anyone?
I haven’t got any major collaborations in mind but I am 
open to make music with anyone. I have a mixtape 
I’m realising this month – so check it out through my 
Instagram below.

Instagram     @Matrixgrn

Julie Adams
Julie is an experienced designer, previously having 
worked for The Face and ID Magazine, and also the 
designer of  Thamesmead’s own Drift magazine on 
local art and culture. 

 What does Thamesmead bring to your work? 
Space to think! I’m an East London girl born and bred 
and I work in the city, but it’s very busy and distracting. 
I love the openness and the green space here: the water 
birds and wildlife, the proximity to the River. There’s also a 
feeling of potential here...  a sense that good things can 
happen if people are open to it.

 Who would you like to collaborate with?
I volunteered at the Thamesmead Arts Festival a couple 
of years ago. I remember a young guy, probably about 16, 
he was with his friends. They all looked quite tough and 
cool. But he broke away from the group and came over 
and asked me if I knew  of anywhere he could study fabric 
design. I thought that was unusual and brave. I’d like to 
be around young people like that, learn from them and 
help them achieve their aims.

We are looking to produce the next issue of Drift more 
collaboratively, maybe work with a youth group, or 
we’re open to guest editors or people writing on a 
range of subjects or contributing artwork. Contact me 
through my website below. Copies can be picked up in 
community spaces across Thamesmead, including The 
Link.

Website www.julieadamsdesign.com  

Kwame Augustine
Actor and writer Kwame Augustine developed his first 
play Johnny as part of the Theatre Royal Stratford 
East’s new writers programme and is currently working 
on two new plays.

 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
I have lived in Thamesmead for over 15 years. I am an 
actor and writer who has recently written and produced a 
new audio play series entitled ‘The Novelist’. I’m currently 
working on the remaining chapters of The Novelist as well 
as a new theatrical play entitled ‘Marred in Mediocrity’.

 What does Thamesmead bring to your work?
Thamesmead brings truth and diversity to my work. It 
is one  of London’s largest towns has so much variation. 
From the broad spectrum of cultures that seem to 
autonomously work in unison, to the vast array of 
beautiful landscapes. Often the beautiful landscapes in 
Thamesmead have been a great source of inspiration for 
me over the years. It has consistently provided a sense 
of tranquillity and escapism from manic city life. This 
tranquillity has been the catalyst for some of my most 
creative pieces of work, as it allows for the free flowing of 
ideas.

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally? 
Thamesmead has played an important role in popular 
culture. From music videos to T.V. and films like Misfits, 
and the iconic world renowned feature film A Clockwork 
Orange. Utilising the iconic brutalist architecture of the 
60s & 70s as a backdrop.

Website       www.kwameaugustine.com 
Instagram      @kwame_augustine
Twitter       @kwameaugustine

Kid Bookie
Since appearing on Tim Westwood’s BBC 1Xtra show 
at the age of 16 Kid Bookie has collaborated with 
artists including Lady Leshurr, Discarda, Maxtsa and 
Dot Rotten in the grime scene to D12’s Kuniva and 
Samantha Mumba.

 How long have you been in Thamesmead, 
what do you do, and how would you describe your 
artistic style and vision? 
Definitely coming up to two decades. My music is pretty 
much a beautiful disaster of sound, in the best way 
possible, blurred lines, genre bending madness. Why the 
hell am I describing it, GO LISTEN TO IT!

 Who would you like to collaborate with? 
It’s crazy because at the age of 25 I’ve ticked off quite 
a few artists I’d love to work with or even affiliate 
myself with, so I’m very very very happy with those 
achievements from coming out of a little cul-de-sac in 
West Thamesmead. I guess if I were to add to it, it’d be 
Frank Ocean, Kendrick Lemar and Beyonce. 

 What’s your advice for young aspiring 
musicians, artists and mc’s? 
Spend your time creating sound, rather than creating 
drama because one path leads to infinite amounts of 
successes and the other can lead to an unfortunate end, 
pick your choices accordingly!

Listen to his music here: 
www.soundcloud.com/kidbookie 
or check out social media links below. 

Instagram  @KidBookie 
Twitter  @Kidbookie 
Facebook  www.facebook.com/KidBookie
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Tapiwa Dingwiza
Tapiwa Dingwiza makes finely tailored clothes with 
a difference, sewing secret messages in Braille into 
the seams! Inspired by her childhood in Zimbabwe, 
attending Zimuto High School which shared its 
building with Copota School for the Blind. 

 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do? 
I have lived in Thamesmead since 2011 and I am a recent 
graduate of London College of Fashion. I established 
S.VINGO Bespoke in 2016. It is a menswear and 
womenswear label based in Thamesmead, recognised 
for using traditional Savile Row tailoring and a classic 
silhouette which is enhanced by paying particular 
attention to details and fabrics. Each garment is 
individually handcrafted. The menswear collection is for 
a confident, classic and playful man while the women’s is 
distinctive, structured, modern and dares to be different. 
The label seeks to create a relationship between a wearer 
and a garment by having a secret message, a memorable 
event or inspirational words written on your garment in 
braille.

I also deliver sewing projects for young girls at Threads, 
the Peabody project in Hackney. I am also currently a 
Fashion Lecturer at the University of Arts London.

 How does Thamesmead inspire you? 
Every month, I attend the Cultural Forum in 
Thamesmead. It offers opportunities, encourages 
creativity, collaborations, networking and programmes 
that enhances your business or skills. 

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally? 
The area embraces differences and creates a community 
that is culturally inclusive by promoting community 
activities, festivals and projects. It would be useful if 
Thamesmead’s cultural heritage and historical memories 
could be used to influence the future development of 
the area, and ensure that there are opportunities for 
recruiting locally for future jobs.

Email  swingobespoke@gmail.com

Tapiwa was supported by the Socio-Economic
team in Thamesmead to set up her business. 
If you would like similar support, please contact:
Christofi.Christou@peabody.org.uk
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Lovelle Hill
Described as Britain’s answer to Rihanna, Lovelle Hill 
shot to fame on The Voice and has been making waves 
ever since. 

 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
I’ve lived in Thamesmead for 20 years and I am a singer 
and songwriter.

 How does Thamesmead inspire you?
It inspires me because it’s very peaceful yet it has great 
energy. We’re one big community filled with smart, 
talented and vibrant people.  

 Who would you like to collaborate with?
I have a few… SZA, Frank Ocean, Sampha, Jessie Ware, 
the list could go on!

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally?
Being of mixed heritage I get to see a lot of diversity in 
Thamesmead. Everyone is different and it’s beautiful, a 
huge wonderful meting pot.

Here’s a sneak peak of new lyrics from my forthcoming 
song Space:
 
I, Wish I could close my eyes
Disappear into the night 
Way up in the sky
Where stars align 

Follow her on social media to keep up to date.

Instagram  @love_lovelle
Twitter @lovelleofficial
YouTube www.youtube/lovelleofficial
Soundcloud  www.soundcloud.com/lovelle

Tatiana Ellis
Unstoppable force Tatiana talks about her creative 
ambitions for her business and for Thamesmead!

 How long have you lived in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
I have just moved to Thamesmead with my husband and 
two kids, in March this year. I am the founder of Firefly 
Fitness UK, providing creative exercise classes in getting 
fit with your child. I am Family Fitness Practitioner, 
Personal Trainer, Creative Thinker and Do-er!

 How can people get involved?
I run classes at Lesnes Abbey Lodge and I am available 
for personal training sessions too. Check out my website 
below for details. 

 How does Thamesmead inspire your work?
Thamesmead brings diversity and in turn challenge to my 
business practices and opportunity to make new links 
and partnerships with organisations and the community.

 Who would you like to collaborate with 
or what’s your big idea for the future?
I would like to collaborate with organisations that are 
influential in the promotion of health and fitness and 
creative and performance arts for scriptwriting, theatre 
productions, film making, digital media and community 
involvement.

 What makes Thamesmead different and how 
do you want to contribute to its culture? 
Thamesmead has a mix of cultures and this makes 
it a rich diverse canvas within which to work 
from. I am interested in being instrumental in 
propelling Thamesmead towards creative innovation. 
My main aim is to encourage families to spend quality 
time getting fit and healthy together using creative 
techniques to make it a lifestyle. 

Website       www.fireflyfitnessuk.com
Email      fireflyfitnessuk@outlook.com
Tel      07414 656130
Instagram     @fireflyfituk
Twitter      @firefyfituk
Facebook      www.facebook.com/FireflyFitnessUK

Jamkvy
Jamkvy began recording Grime music in 2004 and his 
music has been pushing boundaries and reaching a 
huge audience ever since. 

 How long have you lived in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
I’ve lived in Thamesmead since 2001 when I moved 
to West Thamesmead with my family. I’ve always 
appreciated how calm the area can be but so vibrant. 
I wanted to stay connected so I now rent a place round 
the corner from my parents house.

 Tell us about your specific artistic vision?
I’d say my artistic vision is a mixture of things. My music 
is based upon personal experiences that either myself 
or people close to me have been through. I believe a 
good balance of reality and our imagination allows us to 
portray a narrative that many who haven’t witnessed can 
relate to. 

 What does Thamesmead bring to your art 
and how can it develop culturally in the future?
Thamesmead has been important to me since the 
beginning of my musical journey from Mc’in and clashing 
in my school, Woolwich Polytechnic, to the house parties 
and youth clubs where I began developing both my 
confidence and individuality. The 1st group I put together 
at 14 ‘Illuminati - I Double L’ who’s founding members 
were artists I chose who were wrapped in the local gangs; 
Thamesmead, Woolwich, Charlton etc. For me music has 
always been that bridge to create relationships or the 
hammer to break social barriers. I’d say Thamesmead 
and the area as a whole has really begun finding its feet 
culturally, socially and the effects can only improve the 
general living conditions people are struggling with. 

Website           www.Jamkvy.com
Social Media     @Jamkvy

Ray Brown
All round creative Ray Brown and Thamesmead’s own 
shoe and style kingpin shares his knowledge.

 How long have you lived in Thamesmead and 
what do you do?
I’ve lived in Thamesmead for 17 years, I’m a doer of things, 
and all round utility belt and a budding old school fixer. 
But if I had a business card it would say “Photographer/
Videographer and Digital Marketing professional.”

 Tell us about your specific artistic vision?
My vision comes from the idea that life should be fun 
and is to be lived. I want to create content that people 
see and it makes them laugh, smile, and sometimes a 
little uncomfortable, like it makes you want to get up and 
go do something dope. Content that makes you want 
to quit your job and sell custom caricature potatoes like 
you’ve always wanted to. Probably don’t do that, but you 
get the gist.

 Who would you like to collaborate with or do 
you have any big ideas?
Ideally I’d like to collaborate with anyone with a vision, 
but if I had to pick I’d love to have a cooking show with 
Action Bronson and Harley Morenstein.

 What does does Thamesmead bring to your 
art and how can it develop culturally in the future?
Thamesmead needs to nurture young creative talent, 
youth clubs and stuff are all well and good but we 
need programmes and outlets and most importantly 
the talent of tomorrow needs a voice. Growing up in 
Thamesmead isn’t easy but you learn to take it in your 
stride, for survival. There are stories to be told whether its 
verbal, visual, or otherwise - listen to the kids bruh.

Instagram     @Notblackbutbrown / @Raybrown.cr
Twitter     @Notblackbutbrwn
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Mary Martins
Animator and painter Mary Martins, and current Royal 
College of Art postgraduate student, tells us about her 
inspirations and current projects.

 How long have you been in Thamesmead and 
what do you do?
I have lived in Thamesmead for two years working as 
a documentary animator and artist. I also work at 
Goldsmiths University in the Institute for Creative and 
Cultural Entrepreneurship. 

 What does Thamesmead bring to your work?
Living in Thamesmead has led me to explore new 
perspectives in my art, specifically in relation to culture 
and modern technology. I’m also really interested in 
ethnographic work that is carried out as a longitudinal 
study in a specific country or place. I want to see if I can 
translate some of these interests into work made in and 
about Thamesmead. 

 Who would you like to collaborate with?
I would like to collaborate with other local artists and 
filmmakers, perhaps with those that take up a studio 
space at the Thamesmead Lakeside Centre when it opens 
next year. Thamesmead is like a blank canvas with a 
creative spirit that is slowly emerging. 

 What interests you about Thamesmead?
Thamesmead has a unique and fascinating cultural 
heritage and it is interesting to observe how this has 
evolved over the last 50 years in terms of migration and 
religion. I am also fascinated by the structure and design 
of the Brutalist architecture in Thamesmead, which is 
pivotal. It is a great example of the innovative work that 
was created during the modernist art movement, which 
emerged in response to the industrial world and changes 
in societal needs. There are numerous texts around the 
philosophy of architecture which believes that cultural 
backgrounds greatly affect experiences of architectural 
space. This would make a great research study. 

Website  www.marymartins.com 
Email info@marymartins.com
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Doreen & Roger McLean
Throughout the 46 years Doreen and Roger McLean 
have lived in Thamesmead they have been active 
producing beautiful textiles, woodwork and 
photography.

Doreen: I started doing textiles about 30 years ago, and 
I’ve attended lots of courses, lectures, summer schools, 
and workshops, both in the UK and abroad. I do my 
own designs now. My favourite is abstract – I love bright 
colours. I have lived in Thamesmead for 46 years and 
have many photos of the area. I recently designed a 
textile of Southmere Lake and tower blocks. 

I purchased my first camera in 1964, aged 15 years. I’ve 
had three exhibitions: Hall Place, Bexleyheath; Greenwich 
Tourist Information Centre; and Blackheath Halls and 
Library.

Roger: I have been making wooden toys since my son 
was born (he’s now 53 years old) and carried on with 
carpentry when my second son was born. He played 
with a lot of toys I made for his brother. The joy of 
wooden toys is that unlike plastic they can be repaired 
and repainted. I also made a dolls house and two large 
model shops for my wife and later ornate wooden chests. 
Woodwork is so relaxing and, when giving the items 
away, very rewarding. I don’t make things from kits so 
everything is from my imagination. 
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Phil Robinson & Brenda Birungi  
Brenda Birungi aka Lady Unchained and local 
producer, songwriter and speech therapist, Phil 
Robinson discuss their collaboration and relationship 
to Thamesmead.   

 How long have you been in Thamesmead
and what do you do?
Brenda: I actually live in Plumstead but I spent lots of my 
childhood over in Thamesmead with friends and family. 
I’m a poet and youth worker dedicated to empowering 
young people through poetry.   
Phil: I moved here from Woolwich in 2015, I work as a 
speech therapist and make music.

 How does Thamesmead inspire you?
Brenda: I’ve seen it change so much over the last two 
decades.  There was a time when it seemed full of broken 
backgrounds; now it’s blossomed into a community filled 
with culture. I want to have Thamesmead, Woolwich & 
Plumstead represented by the many young people trying 
to use their past to educate the next generation.
Phil: People talk about the concrete but for me it’s about 
the greenery, the marshland, the wildlife and the peace & 
quiet. I love it here.

 Who would you like to collaborate with?
Brenda: George the Poet. We share Ugandan heritage 
and I love how he’s shown how poetry can empower 
young people. I’ll never forget when a friend introduced 
me to his words and I heard ‘YOLO’ for the first time. 
You’ve gotta make it count.   
Phil: Happy working with Brenda at the moment! But a 
cheeky little collab’ with Damon Albarn would be pretty 
cool.

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally?
Brenda: I know it’s clichéd to say Clockwork Orange but 
hey, it put Thamesmead on the map!   
Phil: Its potential.  It’s bursting with life and energy.

Email        officialunchainedpoetry@hotmail.com
Facebook         www.facebook.com/unchainedpoets/
Soundcloud     soundcloud.com/keentobeclean



Rya
Local illustrator extraordinaire Rya, a graduate of 
Coventry University BA in Illustration and Graphics, 
creates conceptual, narrative and figurative artwork 
with a diverse colour palette. 

 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
A lifetime and I do lots of things...I have a 9-5 and once 
that’s done I spend the rest of my energy trying to get 
out of it through art.

 What does Thamesmead bring to your work?
Lately a lot, before it just used to be a place that I 
happened to live in but now that I’m learning more 
about it, its history, what it was meant to be and 
what it is now... that informs my work consciously and 
subconsciously.

 Who would you like to collaborate with?
I don’t have a particular person in mind but more a 
discipline. 3D artists/ sculptures would be really cool, the 
majority of the work I create is in a 2D space so a 3D one 
would be a new challenge and outcome. 

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally? 
Its history, if you take the time to discover and explore it. 

 Where can we see your work and do you work 
to commission?
I will be showing new work as part of the 2017 
Thamesmead Festival, and yes I enjoy responding to 
commissions, so get in touch!

Website  www.ryadraws.com
Email hi@ryadraws.com
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Johnny Stockbridge
With his bags of energy and effervescent artwork, 
Johnny has developed a fantastic community garden 
and sculpture project at The Link Thamesmead.

  How long have you been in Thamesmead and 
what do you do?
I have been in Thamesmead since March 2016, I moved 
here as a Dot Dot Dot guardian, to live in a local flat. I 
started doing volunteer work in the area running lots of 
art workshops at The Link. I’m an artist and work mostly 
within education on public art projects. Being able to live 
and work in Thamesmead has been like a dream come 
true for me. Having made a really strong connection 
with lots of people who work at The Link and also who 
use it, has meant that I really feel connected to my local 
community, as both an artist and resident. Something I 
have never really experienced before.

 

 Tell us about your latest project in 
Thamesmead and how people can get involved?
The Circles of Friendship garden at The Link has been a 
great opportunity to experience first hand what I need to 
do as an artist to start creating more of a culture of art 
right on my door step with local people. There have been 
loads of challenges to overcome and I’m learning all the 
time. If people want to get involved, there are loads of 
possibilities, and they can contact me on the details 
below. 

 How can art and cultural activities in 
Thamesmead develop?
With the Culture Forum building momentum, I really feel 
like the sky’s the limit if we can create opportunities and 
develop the right kind of support. I’m hoping too that 
with Bow Arts Lakeside Centre opening next year that 
has great potential for nurturing and supporting local 
talent and bringing diversity and inspiration through 
the arts. I’m feeling very excited and optimistic about 
the future of Thamesmead in this fertile changing 
environment. I have a real vision of Thamesmead 
becoming a hub where creative interactions and 
potentials can be harnessed though all kinds of 
interventions and collaborations across the area. 

Website  www.art4all.carbonmade.com 
Email  Jonathanstockbridge@yahoo.co.uk
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Chris Waite
Resident, Peabody warden, photographer and the 
brains behind Thamesmead All Stages Facebook page, 
Chris paints a picture of his life in Thamesmead. 

 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
I have lived in Thamesmead for 25 years and started 
working here 24 years ago, I started as a dog handler on 
the Old Arsenal grounds keeping up the security of the 
site as there was still unexploded ordnance on the lands 
and there were still buildings there of a sensitive nature 
belonging to the Ministry of Defence. I then joined Team 
Gallions as a supervisor for 9 years and then moved over 
to the Warden Service in 2006.
 
 Tell us about your photography?
I use photography in all my pastimes, kayaking the 
canals, fishing the lakes and capturing shots while at 
work, I’m never too far away from my cameras! My 
favourite shots are of old buildings and historical sites, 
I do a lot of urban exploration shoots and also use my 
photography skills at Crossness where I volunteer for the 
Trust making coasters and fridge magnets to sell in the 
museum shop.
 
  What inspires you about Thamesmead?
I love Thamesmead for the open spaces and the different 
cultures that you find here, I like to capture this in my 
photographs. The horses are a main feature of my 
photography and most weekends you can see me walking 
around with a backpack full of carrots and a camera. I 
also run Thamesmead All Stages SE28 on Facebook which 
has over 6000 members, and includes many photos of 
the area from the 1970s to now. 

Website          www.royal-arsenal-history.com 
Twitter          @aimtecginge  
Facebook         www.facebook.com/groups/
                         ThamesmeadSE28
YouTube          www.youtube.com/user/MyGinger68 

Zee Upītis
Zee is a documentary filmmaker originally hailing from 
Germany now calling Thamesmead home.

 What is living in Thamesmead like and what 
do you do?
I represent the London-based international documentary 
filmmaker collective CONFIGURE//DISFIGURE. For an 
example of my work see ‘Frontier Church’ a journey 
through the war-torn Donbass region in Ukraine following 
Father Dmytro on my vimeo page below. Thamesmead is 
a very different London. Its wide open spaces, greenery, 
industrial clusters and patches of no man’s land make for 
a varied, inspiring landscape. 

 What else inspires you about it?
Living in a tower block where I can see the sunrise from 
one of my windows and the sunset from the other is a 
luxury most in this city have given up willingly just so that 
they can have their own little house with a miniature 
garden. 

 Why did you move here? 
For me, moving to Thamesmead was a conscious choice 
as I love the architecture and the concept behind sixties 
and seventies urban planning.

 What are your plans for the future and is 
there anyone you want to collaborate with?
I am interested in telling stories of Thamesmead through 
the medium of documentary film, whether they are 
about a particular character, movement, location, event, 
or history. Please do get in touch if you have any ideas 
- I’m looking forward to collaborating with anyone in 
the area.
 
Website       www.c-d.space
Email      zee@c-d.space
Vimeo      www. vimeo.com/configuredisfigure

Siobhan Schwartzberg
Local independent filmmaker Siobhan Schwartzberg 
describes her unique style of filmmaking and how 
Thamesmead inspires her.

 How long have you been in Thamesmead, 
what do you do?
I’ve lived in Thamesmead for just over two years. I make 
multi-media art, for example videos, fiction films and 
music. When I begin anything it always stems from the 
people and environment around me. I’m quite DIY so I 
will just start making and then bring in support when 
I need it. I try to make things as close to the thing I’m 
trying to express, whether an idea or emotion so I’m less 
concerned with something being a certain form or style.

 What are you currently working on and how 
can people get involved?
Archive Thamesmead is a community photography 
project inspired by the community video practice 
prevalent in the 80’s.The project focuses on participants 
documenting their relationship with their community 
using just disposable cameras as a way of stripping 
technical barriers away. Inspired by an archive film 
constructed in Thamesmead during the Cultural Herb 
Festival in 1983 the photographs are a response to the 
participants’ community and identity in 2017. The aim 
is to encourage the dozen or so participants to see 
themselves as unique voices. The group are encouraged 
to create impactful photographs that capture 
Thamesmead during a period of radical transformation. 
Contact me using details below for further info.

Othello: Thamesmead is a contemporary short film 
version of Othello set in Thamesmead. I am looking for 
participants to star in the film as well as participate as 
crew and during Shakespeare based workshops.

Website     www.blackmountainfilms.co.uk
Email    siobhanschwartzberg@hotmail.com

Papis Sohna
Papis Sohna is a self-taught photographer, 
videographer and editor. 

 How long have you lived in Thamesmead and 
what do you do?
I have lived in Thamesmead for one year now and find 
the community to be very vibrant. I am currently working 
on a Gambian drama based in Sweden, named ‘Li Si Keur 
Gui’ – roughly translated as ‘Household Affairs’. Being 
from the Gambia, I wanted my first project to be close to 
my heart. My series is filmed predominantly in my native 
language of Wolof, however I have also incorporated 
English and Swedish to make it more diverse.
 
I wrote and produced this series with the intention of 
giving the Gambian community an insight into western 
culture and educating them on how Gambians are living 
abroad. My messages include friendship, love, rivalry and 
family life - all things I hope my audience can relate to. As 
well as being educational, my series is also entertaining 
with added elements of comedy.
 
 What are you currently working on and how 
can people get involved?
I am currently on Series 2 of my project. I intend to 
produce new London projects in the future, including 
short films and documentaries and am always interested 
to meet new people who could be involved in front or 
behind the scenes. I have a YouTube channel, N.S.P 
Entertainment, where people can view my work.

YouTube        www.youtube.com/channel/
       UCWWJQKV2CCoaau1VS8HpthA
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Apollo Colours
Apollo Colours Limited is a family business and was 
formed in 1983 by the owner and Managing Director, 
Stan Spurling. As the largest independent British 
screen ink manufacturer, we pride ourselves on fast 
and personal service for all our customers, screen 
printers, and sign writers worldwide.

We produce a wide variety of screen printing inks for 
textiles, paper, board, metal and plastics, and match to 
almost any colour. A major part of our business is in the 
security printing market.

We have been in Plumstead since 1983 and moved to 
our current site in Nathan Way, Thamesmead in 1997. 
Apollo Colours is a major exporter with over 70% of our 
production going to more than 50 countries. Our major 
export sales are in USA & China.

In 2009 this was recognised and we were awarded 
‘The Queens Award for Enterprise, International Trade’.
We have other factories and branches in Liverpool, 
Bognor Regis, Canada and Germany.

Apollo Colours
127 Nathan Way
West Thamesmead Business Park
London SE28 0AB

Email london@apollocolours.co.uk
Web www.apollocolours.co.uk/

Helix 3D
Helix 3D Ltd has been based in Thamesmead for over 
10 years, having moved from part of the Stratford 
Olympic site in the run up to the 2012 games. We 
produce 3D structures from film sets to giant props, 
exhibition stands and focal points for all sorts of 
events. In May 2017, we built a 10-metre-high replica of 
Strongbow’s iconic archer logo. A team of creatives, 3D 
designers, artists and engineers worked together to 
complete this giant sculpture that became the centre 
piece of 3 major festivals around UK.

We are still very proud of a project from our early days in 
Thamesmead, creating four giant beds for a hotel chain 
in London, New York, Paris and Shanghai simultaneously, 
to earn a Guinness world record for the world’s biggest 
bed jump. Since then our neighbours may have seen a 7m 
Brandzilla leaving our workshop for Bournemouth beach 
or a succession of crazy vehicles, including a Thunderbird 
4 being launched onto the Thames. 

Work Experience and Job Opportunities
We are always looking for keen crafts people with 
experience to join our team. Get in touch at details below 
and we’ll see if we have an appropriate project.

Thamesmead has great space and transport connections 
to central London, the rest of the UK and the continent. 
Public transport connections and the airport make it 
handy for clients visiting us too. We are hoping to be 
a part of the community for many years to come and 
watching it become an even better place to live and do 
business.

Helix 3D
140 Nathan Way
London SE28 0AU

Website 
Email 
Twitter 

www.helix3d.co.uk     
info@helix3d.co.uk     
@helixworkshop

Facebook     Helix 3d Ltd

KD Productions
KD Productions provide workshop, production and 
crew services to the entertainment industry. In April 
2016, we moved to our new 8000 sq/ft premises in 
Thamesmead where we build everything from theatre 
and film sets, to roller rinks and lighting installations.

We have a crew service that is the core of KD Productions 
since we formed in 2007 and where it all started. We 
provide crew at the highest level in the industry and 
work for some of the most renowned productions and 
clients from Samsung to Guns & Roses! We also supply 
carpenters for theatrical tours and installations, sports 
events, workshop building or exhibitions.

KD Productions Workshop
Unit 7, Lyndean Industrial Estate
London SE2 9SG

Web www.kdproductions.co.uk
Email  enquiries@kdproductions.co.uk

OMJ Studios
OMJStudios is a multi-functional space that caters 
to education, lifestyle, music, fashion, religion, and 
health. 

We are currently  working with the International singer 
Valentine, providing him  with rehearsal space at our 
studio amongst supporting a host of other artists and 
events.

We offer work experience and OMJ is open to pupils
from local schools, who are interested in learning how
to operate a start-up businesses from the grass roots to
events planning.

We enjoy being based in Thamesmead for the upcoming 
creatives and athletes that are always willing to 
collaborate with one another. Such as Thamesmead local 
rapper Paul Stephan from (SMF), wearing a local owned 
brand ‘Hustling Brings Gwop’s’ in his music videos. Also, 
the young people in the area have so much passion and 
energy to do well in the creative industry. I’m honoured 
that we can be a part of that and able to help them 
achieve their ambitions.

OMJ24 Creations
71-73 Nathan Way
Thamesmead SE28 0BQ

Email     info@omj24creations.com
Tel     07908944952
Instagram     @omj24creations
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Rima & McRae
Rima & McRae have specialised in bespoke finishes and 
applied arts for high-end commercial and residential 
interiors since 2001. 

We moved into our Thamesmead studio in October 2016. 
Our move has had an extremely positive effect and has 
improved our working life immensely. We have been met 
with nothing but openness and generosity and count 
ourselves lucky to be here.

Our unique, exclusive finishes come with a complete 
service, from consultation to design and installation, 
whether the project is a small églomisé table top, or 
2500 square metres of hand-painted wall finishes. Our 
dedicated team of artists and makers encompass an 
expansive range of skills and experience, collaborating to 
produce the beauty, quality and consistency our clients 
demand.

Set apart by an innovative approach to materials and 
processes, our finishes are hand-made at our studio and 
installed at sites around the world. Recent clients include 
Langham Hotels in London and Chicago, Four Seasons 
Hotels in Baku, Budapest, Moscow and Amman, and The 
Ritz in Astana.

Work Experience
We offer placements for 16-18 year olds and work. In 
the future we plan to mentor young creatives and 
offer art workshops for children. We are excited to be 
working in Thamesmead and looking forward to building 
relationships with other makers and artists within our 
new community.

Rima & McRae
20 Boughton Road
London SE28 0AG

Website www.rimamcrae.co.uk
Email info@rimamcrae.co.uk
Tel 0207 231 3202
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S2 Events
We are an events company providing bespoke high end 
parties, product launches, exhibitions and conferences, 
film and TV work.

We have recently just finished a large private party in a 
villa sitting on the edge of a cliff over 400 feet from sea 
level overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. We have worked 
all over the world in some beautiful exotic places however 
the most glamorous event we have ever done has to be 
the three-day party on an island in the Maldives that 
took 6 weeks to build.

Work Experience
We offer work experience and employment opportunities 
for talented and creative people. Moving to Thamesmead 
has given our company much more space to operate 
compared to our old central London premises. Also in 
competitive times the financial savings are a massive 
benefit allowing us to invest more and reduce costs of our 
product, and in turn increasing sales and profits.

S2 Events 
141- 143 Nathan Way 
London SE28 0AB

Website www.s2events.co.uk
Email info@s2events.co.uk
Tel 020 7928 5474
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Abbey Wood Yoga
Annie Baker
 How long have you been in Thamesmead and
what do you do?
I am a new resident to the area, having moved down
from Finsbury Park last year. My young family and I live
in Abbey Wood and we love it. This is the first place that
I have lived in London where I chat to my neighbours.
I have started a local yoga business called Abbey Wood 
Yoga.

I have always enjoyed Yoga and hadn’t been able to find
any affordable classes nearby, organising my own classes
meant I had no excuse not to attend! Abbey Wood Yoga
brings together talented local teachers and local spaces
(like the beautiful ruins at Lesnes Abbey). They are open
to anyone even those with no previous yoga experience.
In addition to the Yoga business I organised the Abbey
Wood Community Market. I had been to similar
community markets in Plumstead and Woolwich and
thought there was potential to do something similar
here. The attendance at the June market showed there is
a real appetite in the area for such community activities.

 Do you offer work experience or any other
employment opportunities?
I employ teachers local to the area, I’m not looking for
anyone else at present, however if you’re a yoga teacher
interested in running classes nearby, please get in touch
at the email address below.

Classes:
Thursday 7.30pm St Paul’s Academy
Saturday 10:30am Lesnes Abbey
Use email below for booking enquiries.

Website    www.abbeywoodyoga.com 
Email     abbeywoodyoga@gmail.com
Booking      www.abbeywoodyoga.acuityscheduling.com
     /schedule.php
Facebook    www.facebook.com/AbbeyWoodYoga 
 

The Archway Project
 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
The Archway Project started in 1982 and we’ve been 
supporting and changing lives in Thamesmead for 35 
years. We are a youth charity and vocational training 
centre delivering alternative education programs to 
young people who have difficulties with learning. We 
provide skills and qualifications and most importantly we 
support teenagers through the difficult experiences they 
face. We run FREE open access youth club nights Monday 
- Thursday and all our activities revolve around Dirt 
biking, Engineering, Cooking, Mountain biking and super 
cool trips and residential holidays. We provide wrap-
around care and mentoring whilst our members 
are with us and help them through the tough times.

 Do you offer work experience or any other 
employment opportunities?
We provide work experience placements for children in 
secondary school and have volunteering opportunities 
for local people. Local residents and schools can make 
contact with the office to see what’s available.

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally?
There is a real dirt biking culture in Thamesmead and a 
passion for motorcycles that is deeply embedded in this 
area. Dirt biking and the petrol-head culture is passed 
down through the generations. When you look at the 
brutalist concrete tower blocks it’s no wonder families 
choose to ride motorbikes across the free and open 
spaces that Thamesmead has. We’ve been working with 
that passion and that desire for freedom by providing 
safe access to dirt biking. We channel that energy into 
something good, we focus on the positive, train and 
upskill young people and create opportunities to ride 
legally. It’s a shame young people are demonised for 
following their passion to ride. We work with what’s
there, a desire to ride and feel free.

 How do local people get involved or take part?
It’s super easy to join and all our programs are publicised 
on our website. Once a member you’re part of the family 
and have access to all our special trips, training programs 
and positive activities.

The Archway Project
Arch B The Link Thamesmead
Bazalgette Way
London SE2 9BS

Website www.archwayproject.org
Email info@archwayproject.org
Tel 0208 310 1730
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Now’s The Time
 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
Now’s the Time is a 4-year funded Sport England 
program to encourage the Thamesmead community 
to take part in physical activity and sport at various 
different locations around Thamesmead

 How do local people get involved?
The local community can just turn up to any of our 
sessions we run through the week and register for FREE 
on the website. They can also register online and find out 
about what activities happen – see website below.

 Do you offer work experience or any other 
employment opportunities?
We offer work experience, traineeships, volunteer 
opportunities and youth volunteering. We recently won 
both Bexley and Greenwich council volunteer team of the 
years awards.

This year we established 4 brand new volunteer sport 
clubs within Thamesmead (table tennis, badminton, 
running and netball). The passion and enthusiasm to 
increase the sporting culture of Thamesmead is amazing.

Now’s the Time
Sporting Club Thamesmead
Bayliss Avenue SE28 8NJ
 
Website www.nttthamesmead.co.uk
Email ntt@peabody.org.uk
Tel 0203 828 4920

Marvellous Girls Club
Grace Oghifo
 How long have you been in Thamesmead 
and what do you do?
The Marvellous Girls Club is a voluntary Community 
Initiative for young girls and teenagers. It was started in 
October 2016. We educate and empower girls through 
various workshops and seminars aimed at helping girls 
discover who they are. We also run workshops to help 
them develop self esteem and self-confidence. Other 
activities are focused around helping them to recognise 
and develop their talents and equipping them with life 
skills that will help them succeed in life.

 How do local people get involved?
The Club is open to every young girl and teenager 
between the ages of 10 and 18 living in and around 
Thamesmead and admission is free. Club meetings are 
held every third Saturday of the month, at The Jubilee 
Community Centre. 

 Do you offer work experience or any other 
employment opportunities?
There is opportunity for volunteering and partnership 
with those involved with youth work but we do not offer 
employment as we are a voluntary group.

 What makes Thamesmead special culturally?
Thamesmead is special culturally because of the diversity 
within the community. It is great to see the fusion of 
different cultures and ethnicities.

Website       www.kwameaugustine.com 
Instagram     @kwame_augustine
Twitter      @kwameaugustine

 How long have you been in Thamesmead? 
We moved to Thamesmead to start a sailing club in 
1971, partly to help local adults who moved to the new 
town. Boats were kept in member’s front garden and 
transported for sailing.

 What do people get out of your courses?
Self discipline, learning to help others, confidence, 
decision making, and most importantly have fun!

Southmere Lake
Bazelgette Way
London SE2 9AN

Facebook    ThamesmeadYMCA
Email   (Dudley Davies) dudley10@virginmedia.com
Tel    07768 982 876
 

Southmere YMCA Boat Club
 What courses do you offer?
Thamesmead YMCA offers RYA Dinghy Level 1, 2 and 3 
certificated courses plus Start Racing which is also an 
RYA Certificate Course. They are for all ages but there are 
Youth and Adult Log Books. These Courses are designed 
to be completed in 2 days but we tend to give youth 
sailors more time.

The costs at present are £30 for four days or £8 per 
day. We usually run our session over 5 hour sessions i.e. 
between 09:00 and 14:30. Generally students can just 
turn up during the times we operate which is usually 
during the school holidays. Please use contact details to 
confirm.
 
 What kind of boats do you have?
We continually try to update all our dinghies and 
equipment and have recently purchased 5 new Pico 
dinghies and a Hansa 303 which is designed to be sailed 
by a disabled person along with a competent crew.
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River Thames

1 The Link
Thamesmead, Bazalgette Way, London, SE2 9BS

2 Sporting Club Thamesmead
Bayliss Avenue, London, SE28 8NJ

3 Thamesmead Library  Binsey Walk, London, SE2 9TR

4

6 The Crossness Engines Trust The Old Works, 
Thames Water S.T.W. Bazalgette Way, London, SE2 9AQ

5 Lesnes Abbey New Road, London, SE2 1QJ

9 Thamesmead Town Centre
Twin Tumps Way, London SE28 8RD

8 Crossness Nature Reserve Crossness Sewage Works, 
Belvedere Road, London E2 9AQ

7 Gallions Hill
Defence Close, SE28 0NU

11 Tump 53
Bentham Road, London SE28 8AS

Thamesmere Library   Thamesmere Leisure Centre,  
Thamesmere Drive, London, SE28 8DT 10 Lakeside Centre

Bazalgette Way, London SE2 9TR

River ThamesTHAMESMEAD
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